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in indirsolublo union, and soractimes the (raining system, be-
cause it csmys fo devolopo and strengthen all tho encrgies
amd powers of that combined nature by use or exercise—to
reduco this aystem to practise in the case of little children
st entering sclawly wo must (reat them as rational, thinking
beings, and yet very much under the influence of their seuees.
‘T'o teach tho alphabet, or any otlier bmnch, nnder these con-
ditions, nothing mnst be dono but what wo can assign a reason
for; and the more uxtensively we find access to the under-
standing through the medium of the senscsy tha moro success-
ful oro wo likely to be,  This, then, at once discands the old
fashioned stylo of tenching tho alpliabet, leaming the nnmes
of tha letters, ns n Atepping-stono te rending, ns altogether
irrational and unmeaning—nnd introduces the principle of
teaching thoe sounds of the letters, a considernblo time, at lenst,
beforo the names.  This mode, althongh not perfeet, amd sub-
Juct to some difficultics, in consequence of tha disproportion
between tho number of Ietters in the alphabet, and the num-
ber of elementary eounds in the English Innguage,—thicro
being but 26 letters and upwards of 40 clemeninry soundse—
thereby imposing the necessity of giving severnl sounds to the
sanjo lotters Yol upon the whole, it is the most natural and
uteful in many respecte,  The word HAT, for example, cadly
pronounced after n knowledge of tho sounds of the letters is
obtained, is puzzling to the child, when epelt aiteh, ay, lee,—
tho names of the letters having no natural association with
tho gound of the word AT, There is, it is true, 0 number
of nnomalotts words, such as novan, wrovanr, &e., which
are cqually diffieult, whether we follow the principle of names
or sounds. The inajority of swwords ns they nre pronounced,
howover, bear a closer atlinity to the sounds than to the arbi-
trary-vames of the letters  Children, therefore, learn more
quickly and more ngreeably by their being trained acconding
to tho tounds than the nnes of the letters.  Tho names may
be taught in n few weeks after the commencement of their
studicg, and then both methods may proceed together. But
not only is this the most nutural course, it is vastly the most
useful, s it forms the hest possible preparation for what lies
at the foundation of all good reading, of all genuine elocution,
—wo refer to the muscular exercise of the lingual organs,
One of the principal rensons of the imperfections that obtnn
in rearding is the want of the exercise of these organs in the
nenuisition of the art; aud how {s thia to be remedicd ?  In
no other way, we apprehend, than by teaching the sound or
force of the letter, whether it be a labial or"n dental, a palati-
al or & gutteral, and by persevering in the exercise until theso
respective organs are strengthened nnd brought into vigorous
operation.

With theee prefiminarics, we are prepared to take up the
made of teaching the alphinbet aceurding ty our system, and
this we shall do in our next.

I.---OFFICIAL. NOTICES.

Tus Superintendent of Educeation begs to eall the attention
of the Clerks of the Boards to the following intimations s

1. That the Commissionem sghall return to the Governor,
on or beforo the 31st day of December next, o true nccount of
the monies received and distributed by them, and a report of

2. That the Grammar School Retvrns for the two half
yearsending 30th April and 3tst November bo returned along
with the general one,

3. That tho Trustees of Academies forwand hefore the end
of December, to the Supcerintendent of Edueation, a duplicato
copy of the report of their proccedings duting the past year,

4. Will the Clerks state fully all they know about tha di-
vision of their echool section into school ({;slricm and whether
anything has recently been done by the Commissioners to mako
the division more perfect,

5. Will the Clerks bo 20 kind as ascertain tho exaet num-
ber of children within cach distriet capable of recelving in-
struction, that i€ between 5 nnd 15 years of nge.  This is a
matter of vital importance, ae it is the oply data whenco wo
derive authentic information as to the quantity of edueation

iven,

G, It will bo exceadingly obliging i€ tho Clerks will find ont
the exact numbrer of school dietricts within their bounds that
poescas 1o echool honees at all, ns well an tho number that
hiave achionl Liourer, but which nte not tenantablo in winter,

7. Will the Clerks atato as correctly s they can the various
Christlan denominntions to which the teachers within thete re-
spective bounda belong?  There scemann unnccessary delieas
¢y in the minds of some on this matter, as if it involved pomes*
thing inquisitorial.  Wo aco not how it ahoull bo accounted
nora 2o in Nova Scotin, than it is in Now Brunawick or Up-

-per Candida, aad it ix & matter of no small importance, hearing

n3 it does o dircetly on the moml chameter of the tenchom,

8. A4 It I« desirnblo that the different eduentional nstitu.
tions of the Provinee be fully reported, Dr. Forreater will bo
greatly obliged o the Scerctarics of the different institutions
to forward to him n full statement of tho number of Professors
and Students during the pnat year, the Income and Expendi-
ture, &c., &oc.

9. Arc there any districts where the voluntary asseasment
p;-gnci?p\o for the support of schools is ncted on, nud with what
cftect

A WORD TO PARENTS, AND ESPECIALLY TO
MOTIIERS, ON INFANT EDUCATION.

Tsaac Tavnon, in his trentise on ITome Education, divides
the carly life of man into the threo periods of Infuney, Child-
hood, and Youth, The sunc able writer thus charncterizes
theso periode :—

1. Infancy, embencing thoe period from birth up to the sixth
year, is the period during which the animal organization of
the mind is ndvancing more mpidly than at any other period
of life. Infancy, thercfore, is the season in which everything,
g0 fur as cducation is concerned, shonld be made subservient
to the healthy growth and consollilation of the fHrain. Durs
ing infancy whatever might irritate or disturb the nervous
aystem, is utterly to be condemued and avoided.

2,—Childhood, the second period of early life, embmeing
six yenrs or seven, is the time during which the brain, having
nearly reached its organic perfection, and ceasing therefore to
be in a eriticnl condition, the body—the muscular and osscous
systems, and the digestive functions, expand, consolidnte, and
are or ought to b corrobornted.  Nature, therefore, still de-
mands that our first cares be devoted to the welfure of the an-
imal ceonomy, and denies any such excitements to bo address-
cd to the mind, ns tend to disturh of retard the physical
growth, Nevertlicless the mind has now at its commund a
remainder or overplus of power, and it may thereforo be
wronght upon with advantage; for thero is at our disposal
gome power of nitention, and somo intellectual motive; and
while, during this flowering seazon, the plant should ba kept
in the sunshine of enjoyment, an initiation may be made, such
as shall render the aftercourse of study less diffieult by o de-

ree of fumiliarity with the subjects it is to embrace.—Aa in-
gmcy is unconscious life, childhood is conscious life; and it is
the season when the sonl begins to recognize its individuality,

their proceedings, with such other returns as may be directed | and to inquire concerning its own well-being ¢ it is now, there-

by the Governor.

fore, that its free co-operntion in the process of culture may




