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in indissoluble union, nnd sometimes the training sysemn, bc.
ause it c&sys to devolopg and trengtlien al the cene:ies
ni powers of that Combine.d I nature by liso or exzmise-to

reduce this stystem to practise in the cmae of little childrcn
just cntcring ecinl, wo mut tirent them As rationial, thinking
beings, and yet very much under hlie influence of thcir sense.
To tencha the alpbmintwet, or ny oller imnci, iunder hilme con-
ditions, nothing minst be donc but wiat wo cati nsign a remon
for; and Ilte mom extensively Wo lni access to thi f mnder-
stntling tlhrougi tho mniedium of flie senies, tlhe mure succss-
fuil aro wU likely to bc. This, then, nit onca liscans thi old
faiouknced stylo ut tenching tie nlphnhet, learning Ihe naes
ot le ttte:r, ns n Atepping-slono lo rending, na nilogehlier
irrntionai and unmeaning-nncl introduces tli prinripfle of
tenching thi soimnds of the lcterg, n omnidcmblo tine, nt Ieas,
icforo hli tnmes. This mode, ahomugh not perferl, an sub-
ject io some dificubilles, lit cobnutseuenco of ilmn dimportion
bctwcen tli nuber of letters i tlie nlpinhet, nnd th flnum-
ber of eleicentary somtuis in tlie Englisi Innguange,-Ihero
being but 26 letiers And upwnnl of 40 clemeniury sounds,-
therchy imposing flhe nocesity of giving sevcrnt sounds te lie
saune itter. Yet upon fle whole, il is hlie most natumi nnd
usefu l n mnany respect. Tte word HAT, for exnmplbe, easily
pronounced after ni knowledgce of lihe sounids of the letters is
oltnined, is pulzzling In the child, wihen spelt alitch as, iae,-
lie names of fhe letters laving no natural a<scintion with
li sound of hlim won IAT. Thera ip, it is true, a numiber
of nomnlous words, such a ntiuti, wnocOn-, &c., which
Are cquntly diflcult, wihthier wve follow lie principle of nngmes
or souinds. 'lie innjority of wortd% ns nthey nre pronounccd,
hiowever, betr n closer nllnily Io the sounids thtan Io hlia arbi-
trary.names of hlie letitrs. Children, therefore, learn more
quickly fndit mort ngreenbly by lieir bing trainmed necording
to the rounds titan tlie nammes of lie letters. 7he names nmny
be taugit in a few weeks afler hlim conmencemient of their
situdics, and tien boti methodat mny procecd togetiher. Biut
not only in this teic most nattundl course, it in vastly tlie niost
umseful, ns it forms tlie best pomihte preparntion for wit lies
at lic foundation of Ali good rending, of ail genuino elocuion,
-w rercr o hlie miucular exerciec of lie lingual orgnns.
One of tie principai relisons of lime iumîperf.cîtiuns that obmimi
in rea.ling is li wnntt of the exerc se of tlhes organs li tlie
nequisition of the art; and how is this to be remedied ? In
no othier way, ue apprtimetel, timn by tenching the round or
force of tic lettur. whether il be a labial or' n dental, a patiI-
al or n gutteraI, and bmy pereveering in [lte exercise until theso
respective organs Are strenghened und brouglht into vigorous
operation.

With these prtilinamries, we Ara Irepared to iko mmp hlie
moie of teaching tlie nlphasnbet accurding tg our systemt, and
this ve shall do in our next.

iII.--OFFICIAL NOTICES.

Tu Superintendent of Eduention hgs lo nall mime attention
of the Cierks of the IEçards to tle following imntiations:-

1. That hlie Conmmissioner:m siall return lo hlie Govcmnor,
on or before hlim 31st day of December nexi, n truenccoumnt of

hlie monics recedmttl and distribuled by tliem, and n report of
their proccedings, wiith sueh othmer returns is miay be directed
by flth Governor.

2. That hlie Grmmmnr Sehool Retuirns for lIb two liaif
years ending 30thA pril and 3t Novcmbcr be returnied along
wii tlime geneil onc.

3. Timnt lie Trustees of Acalemieq forwnni before the endl
of Derember, lo lime Supîerintendent of Edcatmrion, n duplicato
copy or the report of thmeir pmrecdingp dmring hlim past year.

4. Will hlie Clerks stage fmmlly aillimey know abolt Ih di.
vision of hlieir sicool section into school ittriem. and whetier
nnythiing has recently eexn don by lie Commissioners te nako

hlie divition mor perfect.
5. Witt hlie Cierks h Po kind aw 4ccrtnin tlhi exnct minm-

ber of clildilrenm witlin each% district capable cf recivinmg in-
sîtruclion, thmat 1s bctwecen 5 and 15 years of ng Tfilis is a
malter of vital importntice, as il Is flie only dnta wieneo WC
derive nuimetlie information as te flima inntiîy of education
given.

6. It will be exceedingly obliging if lime Clerkq will flni omt
hlie exact numbuer of gchool ditricts within thieir boimndA taint

poscas n smchool hoimmes at ali, ns weil n fli tnumber limat
have seiool ioumes, but whIlI nre not ltenntablo in winter.

7. Witt hlim Clerks statngi correctly ns tlhey can tli various
Ciri.tiatn denominations to which tlie lenchers wihiin hlieir re-
spective bommds belong ? Thier seems un unmccesary delica-
cy in tlie mintmds cf sorie nn imk'initter, as If It InvoIved Mmle-*

ting inquisitorinl. We ste not how il shoiuil bo necoiunted
muer so in Nova Scotli, timn i in i Now Ilrinswick or Up.
per Cnmida, andi it s a matter of no smail importance, hearing
ns it does so directly on th mornl charmeter of lim tncîece.

8. AA li I. desirable tliat hlim different edmentional inîtitu.
ins of tlie Province be fully reportcd, Dr. Forresîer will bc

grenly obliged Io hlim Secretarics of the different instimitions
lo forwarul o him a fuil setatement of lie numbcr of Profcsous
and Studmientîs during tlim past yenr, hlim Incomi nni Expeni-
tm, &c., &c.

9. Are thera any districts wihmer the volutmary assessment
principle for te support of schools la actei on, Anud whii wint
effect?

A WORD TO PARENTS, AND ESPECIALLY TO
MOTI!ERS, ON INFANT EDUCATION.

li.u>c TAvL.on, in his treatise on liome Eiucaltion, divides
tl ently lite of titan into tlhe thme period of Inifancy, Chilt.
imod, and Youth. Tie samne able writer thus characterires
tlier periodi -

1. Infiney, emubrneing tlhe peried front birth tp to tlisixth
year, ls hlie perit during wichu lima aissina organization of
tlhe mind il ndvancing more rapMidly tin a t any other period
of lite. Infancy, thercfore, is tlie senson in whici everyhiing,
Fo fur as edmention is concerned, limimi he made stmservient
te lte ieniîthy growlh nnd consoiilation of the Jetin . Dit>
ing infncy wtatever migit irritate or dismturb lime nervous
system, is itterly to be condemned nd avoided.

2.-Cilliood, the second period of carly life, embrncing
six years or seven, ise lim ne during which ite brnin, having
nearly reacheit ils organic perfection, and censinmg therefore l'
be in A critienl condition, lim body-the musttcular and osseous
systems, and tile digestive fumcions, expand!, constolidnte, and
are or ought te hi corrobornted. Nature, thuerefore, still de-
umands that our flurt cares be deoted to lim weilfire of lie ut-
imia conomy. and denies any such excitement to e ha ndmirets-
ed t tlime mind, as tend to disturb or retard the physical
growtih. Nevertlicless li mind has now nt lus commntd a
remaîinder or overplus of power, and it may themrfora be
wrought upon with advantage; for tliera is at our disposai
rome pover of attention, nnd souge Intellectual motive; and
while, during titis ftoweruuig semson. the iant sehould be keit
in lime sunshine of enjoynent, an initiation may be made, such
as shaill render lie mniercourse of study less dificult by a de-
gree of familiarity withi tie subjects it is to embruce.-AA in-
faney la munconsciotus life, childhood is conscious life ; and il is
tie season wlen lim sonm beginma to recogmize its ind iduality,
and to inquire concerning its ovn wetl-being: it is nov, ticre-
fore, that iLt frce co-operation in lime process of culture may
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