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““The cornea,’}s a term applied to the anferior transparent por.
tion of the ball. .1t consists of six peliucid plutes, and is recei-
ved into u groove in the sclerotic coat, in the same way that a
watch-crystal 13 received into its case. These plates are held
together by a spongy elasiic substance. Uader the first plate
ure the litde glands, which secreto no oily substance that gives
the eye ita brilliant appearance. When death approaches, this
deposite turns gray, which is a sure indication of immediate dis-
solution,

"The iris, is that dark curtain found behind the cornea, around
~ which is deposited the coloring matter of the e¢ye—black, biue,
~ or hazel, as the case may be. In the centre of the ins is
situated the pupil, a small orifice through which the rays of
light pass to the focus, which is evpanded or contracted, ac-
cording to the quanuty of light that enters it. Parrots and cats
have .a peculiar control over the pupil of the eye, contracting
and cxpanding it at pleasure. .

Behind the pupil are placed seventy folds, which act as faith-
ful sentinels to prevent too much light from entersing the eye.

The humors of the eye are three in number. The aqueous
is situated immediately back of the coraca. It is sugplied by
little ducts, and never permitted to get dry. This fluid is also
continually being drawn off, which prevents its growing stagnant.
The crvstaling humor, more dense than the others, resembles
a common lens, being convex on both sides. The vitreous hu.
mor, is so called from its resemblance to melted glass, and cc-
cupies a much larger space than the rest. - S

The optic nerve resembles a cotton cord, about three quarters
of an inch in length, which, when 1t reaches the back of the eye,
divide3s into numerous filaments passing into the brain.

All animals destitute of hands, or auy thing they can use in-
stead of them,~are -ovided with a third eye-lid, which slides
from onc angle of the eye to the other, having the office of clear-
ing it from all obstructions. You may sece the owl gazing
at the sun all day ; but he merely sees the light, for this eye-hd
is drawn over the eves to shelter them from the glare of tho sun.
Above the eye we find a row of glands, containing a fluid called
tears, which is used for watering the bail of the eye. Without
this wise provision the cornea would become dry and shrivelled.
After the tears have watered the eye sufficiently, they pasa
through = bony tube into the nose, and thus pegforin the doubls
office of wateriug tho eye and presorving tho seuse of smell.
There is also a row of glands at the edges of the eye-lids, con-
taining oily matter, which is very useful when tho eyes are in.
flamed ; for at such a time the hds often adhere to each o.her,
and it is by means of this oiiy deposite that they are scparated,
The reason why oear-sighted persons cannot sce distinctly i3,
that the cornea is too prominent. The image cannot be per-
fectly formed if 1t does not fail on the retina, and whep .the cor-
nca is so, the image 1s formed before it reaches the reting, and
thus produces near-sightedness.  This can be remcdied by the
use of concave glasses. In old age the cornea flattens, and then
the image is thrown behind the retina.  On this accoant, those
persons who have uscd glasses when young are enabled to dis-
pense with them entirely in old age. AvLicE.

——

Tho Vislon of Axida.
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Ix a remote country of the East, where continual summer ever
simles on frunful fiddds, dwelr the sage Taric PAkiba,  From
infaziey hie had been nursed 1 the quget vale where slept his fa-
thers, and his maturer years knew no yearning to roam among
foroam scenes. Shilled in the sacred mysteries of the Eastern
Magy, and learned in all the philosophy of his time, his rmind
knew nother weariness nor voud in its itnorance of the alternate
song and wal that rose among the inhabitants of the distant val-
levs. ‘The unculiured plauns that stretched in amazing fernliy
arnand his humb'c home, amply supphed his wants; while the
ilis produced luscivus fruit, sufficient to gratifly the most pam-
pered appetite.  But anud all the beauties of which nature 1s 50
Javish in that voluptuous clime, the soul of Taric was discontent.
ed. The fountains of wisdom from which he had learned indif-
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ference:to’his fellow men, had taught him contempt for their pur.”
suity, aud apathy to their pleasuces—nothing remuined on which
ho might bestow his affections.  He had regarded tho progress
of the friends of his youth, those’ who commenced hiv's pilgri
mage with himself. “Various were the-paths they chose.  Somo
had squght wealth through toil and danger, -and in its fruition
found delight.  Others had surrendered soul and sense to beau.-
tiful shapes of earth, vying with the radiantforms that flit through
the bowers of paradise ; and beguiled by their blandishments,
the bright dream of Life was passed without an awakening, But
the wisdom of Akiba discovered to him that these were like the .,
deceptive frunt that grew by the Dead Sea’s basilisk wavey Hisy
days were speat in sighing for some object worthy the>love of
an exalted soul, and s mghts in unavailiog regrets thut know..
ledge should make cheerless the lives of its votlaries. -

Thus were rapidly «passing the years of Taric, when, at the
close of a day, while reclining, as was his wont, in the door of
his tent, he became absorbed in meditating upon his misfortune,
that upu-hke threw its banotul shade over the sunlight of Lfe.
A repose, unlike that of mortal slumber, gradually stole over
his senses, aud the soul of the sage seemed invested with a new
nature. Suddenly a form of more than earthly majesty’ burst
upon his gaze.” The locks of the stranger streamed in the air
Lke the rays of the rising moon, and from his countenauce
beamed the light of all knowledge. A smile of ineffable sweetds,
ness played around the features of the visitor, as in tones which:
fell on the ear hke the sound of running water to the desert tra.
veller, ho addressed the sage: . 2%

¢ Taric I"Aluba, thy prayers have been heard at the throre of,
Allah—the desire of thy hfc is granted. Tam commissioned By >
him 1in whose hands are the keys of every truth, 10 reveal to thy
dim gaze an objuct worthy a mortal's highest adoration. To
hisa at whose nod 1 bow, are the workings of nature in earth’s
deepest recesses, and among the stars of heaven, of whose hid.
deu and awful mysteries thy sages never dreamed.  Follow, and
thon shalt witness the consummation of thy wishes V” B

Prowpted by a resistless impulse, ho-obeyed. In a momént
they stuod on alufty cminence, around whose base lay stretehed
in bouudless space the wonders of the universe. * Behold!”
said the guide. The cyes of the sago fell upon a Persian Jand.
scape, the high hills of which towered with many a feathery litt
into the purple haht of carly day, while the shades of mizht yet
bung over its vales. But the misty curtains quictly rosé into
upper space, and exposed to bis gaze lake and vale, windicg
niver and sinuous shure.  The eye of Akiba had ofien looked on
a scenc like this, but by some mysterious sympathy he saw it in
its true tight.  The broad lines of sparkling water swelled be
neath the wings of the breeze, aud the valley in many a mimic
undulation ghittered with the hues of innumerable flovers. Frept -
these waving censors murning sent up its incense as pure” and
sweet afics the iapse of storm and age, as3t rose at the hour of
creatiwn.  The myrtle bowers that hung round the mountain’s
brow like a gulden cyncture, were replete with the songs of
birds, aud their varied tints shons through the leafy shade ke o
gleam from paradise.  Sull higher, groves of palin life-like toss.
ed their broad arms in the gale, whiie from the festooning viae
descended chowers of purple fruit, . . .

The circling hours flew on.  }t was high noon. " Perfume and
song had ceased 1o rise, for bird and flower slept beneath.the
triple hight of an orient sun. and the infectious repose scumed
stealing over the seuses of Akiba.  Anon goft showers descernd.
ed from a clouded sky, 2ud the rain-god’s spanniag Low + .. in
mid-Teaven.  As the sage luoked upon the glowing arch, b f-h
that art could aever reich ats dimniest tiato—that nato,: ', e
rest colors were ncaaparably beyond the most gorgouus dyes
from the looms of Cashmere.

Rapidiy, like the shifting pictures of a pannrama, 1l enes
passed before the bewildered gaze of Teric.  Tho last of these
maeic hour< was befere him.  The monaceh of that day of beau.
ty had sunk to his westzrn home, surrounded by the cloudy
forms of air, hke a crimson pancoply.  Then rose the ©.iffhohy
to trace her path through the blue sky, in lines of sijver light. Y
and the starry spheres wheeled through their vast orbits&'mk" (,
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