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prove that & jaint in which them are intenso pain
or other signs of scuto disease, or which hias been
iong paintal, or in any way sovwed Ioug discasd,
is naly nervous. Inflammation of & joint, cither
very acute or of long stauding, can hardly he
fiund without visible er tangible exudation in
the jointcavity orin the textures bounding it.
And thero are many cases in which you cannot
apply this rule for diagnosis, A jeint shrunken
after loog discase may relapss into inflammation
without renowed swelling, till perhaps a residual
alscess appears, A hipjeint may bo acutely in-
flamed without any discerniblo swelling ; 0, less
often, may bo a shoulder, the exudation being too
little to be felt. And, making more difliculty,
swelling is sumctimes evident in a mercly ner
vous joint; not indeed considerable swelling, but
cnough to make a mimicry of real discass much
mero close.  You wmay often sce this in the Joose
tissue by the sides of the ligamentum patcllce.
The swelling sometimes appears due to such slight
exudation as may cncue in any ncuralgic part;
Jike the puffincss that may come on in facial ncu-
ralgia, or tho swelling and congestion of tho con-
Sunctiva in some cascs of orbital neuralgia.  Such
swelling is commonly transicnt and capricious,
and tho fallacy may bo detected by observing
that, 54 its greatest degree, it is not, even after
long timo or maiy repelitions, nearly proportion-
ato to the pain or durative of the discase. For
8 joint which is intensely painful, ith acute in-
flammation, or with ulceration of cactiiages,
should be, if not at first, yct roon after, consider-
ably and always swollen.

I other cascs, swelling of a nervons joint may
be duc to accidental conditicns. For instance,
repeated blisterings or repeated paintings with
jodine will give, for a time, such thickening snd
puffing of the subcutancous iissue about a joint
as may be very deceptive when added to tho other
signs imitating inflammation of the juint
agnin, I have scen such a condition in & very
marked degreo produced by the long-continued
use of ice about a painful joint.

On the whole, then, the absenco of swelling
makes it very unlikely that & joint is really dis-
cased ; 8o docs the presence of -only & trivial
swelling when the nervous and muecular signs
of disease ave acute or of lopg standing: and
when swelling exists it must not be counted as
adding to the probability of real discase, unless
it pessists and is'independent of such accidents
88 I havo already named. .And remember that
a sensation of swelling is not unfrequently com-
plained of when noswelling whatever exista. It
i just one of the erroncous sensations to which
nervons persons are prone, as they are to sensa-
tions of unnatural fulness and of weight for which
there is no substantial reason. Such s mere
.complaint of swelling will not deceive you if you
.compare the suspected joint with its fellow.

Bat, after all, the sign most to be relied on for
-diagnosis between real and nervous disease of
joints is the temperature. Itis so important to
estimate it accurately that I cannot too strongly
urge you to be always studying it. You shouid
feol with a broad surface of your hand every joint
very watchfully, compering each that is supposed
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to be discaced with its fellow supposed or known
to bo healthy, till you learn, as you ccrtainly
difference of empera-

tare in even a small part of a joint.
(To b Continucd.)
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TREATMENT OF SPERMATORRH(EA. -

The Lattsomian Loctures for 1873 were da-
livored by Mr. Henry Lce. Tho mubject, wurs.
thral discharges, is ono on which there is no
higher suthority than thedistingushed surgoon of
Saint George's Hospital. We have no room for
but a few extracta,

“ Now, if the tre pathology of by far the
greater majority of tho csses which have been
considered and treatod a3 cases of spermatorthaa
cousists, as I beliove, simply of a relaxation of the
musculnz fibers of tho ducts cnlering the pro-
static portion of tha urethra, then tho discaso be-
comnes (howerver it orginated) in & groat measuro
a local one, and nay be benefited by local treat
raent,  With regand to Jocal applicaticos I would
say, howover, as a rule, that I beliove caustio to
bo unnecessary. The object in view is to give same
degreo of tono to the paris; and this is quite
cnough ax well dono by the application of somb
sstringent fluid as by destroying a portion of the
mucons membrane.  In theso cases I have been
in tho habit of applying & solution of perchlorido
«f fron to the prostatic portion of the urcthra
through a catheter of peculiar constniction.  The
solution is gencrally mado of the strength of from
two to fonr drachms of the liguor ferzi perchloridi
to cight ounces of distilled water. A catheter
with openings at the end, and a piston in its
straight (not curved) part, is charged with some
of this fluid, and introduced so that tho orifices
in the instrument may reat in the prostato gland
und the piston is then thrust forward 50 as to ex-
pel tae contents of tho catheter.  The piston acts
much better when placed in tho straight part of
tho catheter, and the inconvenicnco of the bend is
avoided. This mode of treatment i cqually ap-
plicable to tho cases which I have been describ:
ing, in which the disckarge consists of tho secre-
tion of the glands in the neigborhood of the pro-
state, and to thoso cases to which thero is, though
rarely, an involuntary discharge of -semen. I
have now treated & very considerable number of
peticnts in this way, and often with marked and
permanent benefit”

ESMARCH'S BLOODLESS METHOD OF
OPERATING.

Tkis racthod was practised by Professor Hum-
phrey in three cases of amputation lately, in Ad-
denbroeke’s Hospital, Cambridge, with perfect
success as regards the bloodlecsness of the opera-
tions. A stout indin-rubber tand was wound
tightly from the extremity of the limb to the line
of tke incision, and a strong indis-rubber belt was
placed. above it, the former being then removed.
The surface of tho incision was as dry'as in the
dead subject, or drier, and continued 5o until the
belt was-relaxed. :

The first case was that of a lad thrown from a
cart, with a heavy weight falling apon his thigh,
which caused compound fracture and divided the

arterv. vein, aud nerve. Less than a drachm of
blood was lost during the operation and the se-

wf The Jad was 1ob conscious
a% the time and scarcely became so afterwards ;
atill for n fow days it was hoped he would do
well.  Then ho hecame restless, moaning and cry-
ing, with high tcmperziare (103° to 105°), subso-
quently unconscious, and died 8 week after the
operation.  The slump united only in patt, but
wa3 not unhealthy. Nuw sous small suppurat-
ing zpots ware found ## ‘ccred throogh the brain,
cepecinlly in the ¢ «c2X pavt; no preternatural
vaacularity or other cbange. Tn the lungs wers
patches in various stages of pucumonia, somo
solid and infiltrated with white lymph, others
suppurating.

The second case was the amputation of nn, un-
bealed stump in the oz, About balf sn ounce
of blood was lost during tho sccuring of tho ves-
scls after the belt, which was placed below the
knee, had been relaxod.  The enso is doing well.

The third was a sovero railway smash of the
left leg and lower part of the thigh snd of the
right foot, several carringes baving pessed over
the limba, Amputation was performned in the
middle of the loft thigh, and Pirogofl’s operation
in the right foot. Very little blood was jost
Tho paticnt dicd on tho third day, the Icft stump
showing signs of sloughing, with cropitation
from infiltrated gas up to the abdomen.

Professor Humphry docs not attribute the re-
sult in either of the two fatal casos to the method
employed to provent loss of blood. Both were
highly unfavourablo cascs, in consequenco of the
nature of the accidenta Ho is mnot, howover,
without the fecling that air or noxious fluids
might in sonio cascs bo prossed into the blood-
current  m wounds or sores during tho applica-
tion of th- lastic band, and that it 'mn.y, thore-
fore, somctimes bo well to rely upon tus belt
placed above tho lino of the incision without ro-
sorting to tho uso of the band upon tho lower
part of ths limb.—[Lanect.
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THERAFEUTICS. i
BELLADONNA PLASTER IN
OBSTINATE VOMITING.

Dr. Guéneau de Mussy recommends in obsti-
nite vomiting, dyachylon plaster and theriac
plaster, of cach two parts, and extract of hella-
donna ono part, the plaster being twelvo cent:
metres ic dinmoter. It may remain applicd to the
epigastrium for twelvo or fifteen days without
being renewad ; and out of the thousands which
he hag employed the author hes only met with
one case in which an idiosyneracy caused some ill
effects to result. It is not meant to be asserted
than this means it always succeeds, but it has suc-
ceeded in & very great number of cases, ecither in
entirely relieving vomiting or greatly mitigating
it, some remarkable examples of which arp alluded
toin the paper. This success has encoursged
Dr. Guéneau do Mussy to try the effect of the
plaster as a prophylactic and curative in sea-sick-
ness, and althoug as yet he has only tried it in four
cases he entertaias grest hopes of tho benefit to
be derived, and at all events thinks that so
simplo a remedy decerrves further trial in 20 ex-



