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It is passing strange that any inhar-
mîonious relationship or feeling should ex-
ist between the physician and the phar-
nacist.

They are naturally as identical in thcir
interests and as closcly related iii their

purposes as the inight and bis armor-
bearer. as the general and his aides. Both
the physician and the pharmacist are ci-
tiragel ini a war upon disease and ag:inst

death. and arc trtily "conirades in arms."
in the' common cause, the rtlief of hniman

m11iscry. the protection and salvationi of

human life. they are the comumnity's re-
source. repreentatives. and defenders.
Thev are tlius mutually interested, bear-
ing, such responsibilities and associated in
,uch clepcdencîes as wnuld seeni to insep-
arably cenent the fraternal relationship
naturally existing between theim.

But. unfortunately. a lack of harmnony
u.ists. and the fact is a matter of chagrin

to those iembers of cach profess:on who(
have the true intcrests of their profession
at hcart.

Uniavorcbe commens and scathing
criticis by members o* lie one profes-

,iin concerning the metiodis of those of
the other. serve but to. wviden the breach.
instead of bridging it : to. crcate the mi-
impres.sion that there is ni fraternal feel-
ing : that thcy arc cnemics. instead of
vocational kinsien : that one profession
is trying to prey on the other and' pros-
per at bis cxp.nse.

This is ail wrong and altogether un-

worthy nienbers of such professions and
such attitude or sceming condition must
have originated in certain mutual misun-
dcrstandings : in a failure to fully and

properly recognize the rights, privileges.
lutics, responsibilities. and conditio:s in-
herent in each profession. -

Members of caich profession appear so
jealous of their rights and so impressed

with their own importance that any fanc-
ied encroachment upon the province of
one by the other is considered ample
ground for assuming the aggrieved de-
fensive, if not aggressive.

Much, if not ail, of this inharmonious
spirit might be prevented if the niembers
of aci profession would be more con-
siderate and make more liberal and fair-
minded concessions.
The physician conpilains about the phar-

mnacist's counter prescribing, substituting.
pushing of specialties. iavoritisms. con-
ments on the phiysician's therapeutics. etc,

The pharmacist is loud in his denun-
ciation of dispensing by the physician, of
the physician's niv-remedy prescribing
ind,. of his mîaking serious inroads into
the piarnacist's business by dispensing
metiods, etc. le aiso accuses the physi-
cian of an unwarrantcd superciliousness.
If there could be a mnedico-piarnaceu-

tical clearing bouse. doubtless manv of
thesc differences would bc donc away
with. but until there is a better under-
standing through sonie such mnedium
many of theni lvill continue to exist.

The physician in complaining about the
piarinacist's nirescribing. very truly avers
that as the piarmacist is not educated nor
traincd as a diagnostician. nor as a ther-
apeutist. lie is flot capable of taking the
pihysician's place.

Tie physiciin laving expend i muci,
timle, labor. and mîoney in order to qual-
iv binsclf f.or his profession. and recog-
nizing thes dlictictlties encountered in di-
agnosing diseased conditions aînd.-appIying
hei proper remedies. naturally views with,
diisatisiaction any side nethods designei
.a supplant iin. or intercept his fec.

Whcn the pharmîaeist sclls some of bis
iedicine by ncans i his advice for dis-

case. lie lias been reiunerated for his ad-
vice and has intercepted the physician's
fec.

Wiile the pharmacist should not at-
tenpt to treat disease. nor deal with any
serious physical condition, the writer has
always maintained thîat thc pharmacist can
very properiy give advice and aid. to the
public. in simple matters.


