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her body, becane more prominent. Now this tnaccountable
fulnc was at firt mi'taken forft. As thing, bccate t more clearly
dievelopd, MNrs. D.'s dLseae was pronounced to be bater-il drepsv.
Her health 'tvadily continued declining, the "getneral drop-y"
appearcd to become more and more coninel to the abdominal
rcgion, %hile the attacks of rigorand fiecr increased every iay in
freqluency and duration. MNr B. was now given to timdr-ttnd that
her nlady had taken the: formn of inrmit/atf<r, %or which, after
sie had bren treated fruitlc"ly for a while, sle nas adiscd w o scek
relief n change of air. Accordinglv. with a good deal of difficulty,
ee was taken to come country place, where, soon acter htr arrivai,

she had the misfortune to fail from a carriage, and sutin some
internai tnjuric. Fromt that moment the "vtlling about her
stomach," which up te this time continuerd daily tu grow, though
very blowly, increased raidly in size, and in a few dap it wac
apparcnt that the gathering was "lcoming te a head." A physician
who was called in thought propcr to lance it, giving discharge to a
large quantity of matter. The discuarge continued te Ilow for a
wnek or so, when the absceqs was closced, and the fearfully tmaciated
patient began once more te cherish sone renewed hopes of conval-
eccence. But her hopes wvere only doomed to a speedy dicappoint-
ment, for the tumor gave evident signs of rencw'ed grovth agan, and
in six weeks it spontaneously burst open, giving exit to a deluge of
thin, greensh matter, much more in quantity than at Grat. Mr.

.'s spints as well as strength sunk now te the lowest ebb, and she
was cared back hone te die. Her original physician was called
once more to her asststance, and althoughi he kindly cxcerted every
effort te make he, as comfortable as possible, he decidedly could
give her no hope of recovery, as lier protean lesion had now taken
the most hopeless of ail turns, namely, that of tdmoiary på/hau,
white the unexpected prolongation of her miserable existence was
ascnbed te the constant draminng of her decaying respiratory appa.
ratus through that "lucky safety-valve" which nature had so kindly
provided for her mu the form of a fistula; which circumstance sufficed
also fuily to explain the reason why-ccording to Mrs. B.'s irre-
prcssible query-she aione of ail her fellow-sufferers of the saine
nalady cwith hers'elf, did not cough and expectorate? And so
deeply wvas the importance of that drain to her miserable existence
impressed tipon her mind, that I found it the hardest task, in my


