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tom-ls rarelv follow inhalation ans-
thesia. lasting so short a timae.

T he tlird case was nost iifort1i-
nate for Dr. Jonnesco's claims. Jt
wias a case where the ilîgh punctlire
wzas ised, the operation being for a
smail osteoina of Ilie forelhad in an
excitable Italian of ni neteen vears of

age. aIso epileptic, and with a mitral
iniriii. The operation lasied twelve
miiinutes. TIere were shoek. respira-
tory failure and collaps,. and the pa-
tient hadcl a very narrow escape. A r-
tificial respiration with traction on

Ilte tongue was kept iu p for twelve
minu1tesý, oxygen? and ohrsiuat
were given. the ret'il sphi ineter was

con iplet ely stret cied withîout e iet .
The respi r ation was îno ct normal for

iventy-folr holus. aid there was

shîock for forty-eight hr aOilso de-

liriu1m, so that a strait-jacket was re-

quireîd. Ini tis: case cerebration was

ais coipletely abolisied as il oro-

fori. or ether anrsthesia. TIl con-
elusion of t he reporter in thes' cases
at. the Post-Graduate Hospital iS as
follows: "While the use of st ovaine

and strvebhine anaesthesia in com-
"pet'ent hands and1i in seete asesc

"unquestionably has its advantages
over the eera foriis of anosthe-

" sia. stiiI. at the present time ve ar
iot coiviiced of its efficiency in

Sgeleral lise. Adm11iiini-tered in the
"npper portion of the spinal cord. if
We can draw coicluiOsfrom flie
olie case ntioled. its dangers far

" e:reed thiose of the obler methods
Dr. Jonnesco's expericnce iii Phila-

delphia would seei to have been also
rather unfortumate. Il one case. nampu-

tationl of the lrast. presumlably a
case of ligih puincture. fhe patient
nearly died, artificial respiration hand
to be emiiplovd, and the oper.,tion

vas coipleted under ether. As Pro-
fesor Jonnesco's method is on its trial,
and has so far not ipressed surgeons
ver fauvourabiv, we shall let Lii
have the last word. He claimis that
piuictire of thie aracinoid maiy be
made at any level andi that the addi-
tion of strchinme to tl asthetic

makes it safe. but thlat mid-cervieal
anîd iid-dlorsal i jections lhve no ad-
vantage over the two localities he ad-
vises for puincture. lHe claîuîis that
" tiere are no contra-inédications for

geieral spinal anlsthesi." he goes so
far as to say (Rritishl Nfed'icai Jmre-
nal, Nov. 13. 1909, p. 1401), hait
"generai spinal ana'sthcsia is abso-
"litely safe: it has nîever causerl
"death. nor prodiuceld any important
Scomiplications. c arly or laIte." (We
have heard of permanent loss of
spihiietericr coltroli following spinal
anisthesia. )uit not after .Joiiesco's
method). le says: "I am firnl y con-
" vinced that general spinal analgesia

will be the analgsi miueth of the
'utffre." In a letter ii tle ï

York Mfe al ·Journ7. in reply to
varions criticismns he maintains his

gronid, and in regard to the case ini
Dr. Nforris' clinîic which gave so much
trouble. lie claims that the phenomena
were due to a1n epilpitic sei7re which
camlle on as the operation was begiin.
He points out tlat ie bas effected
tweitythree spinal analgesias in
America. sixteen by the low and seven
by the high puncture, and al were
successful. five of the highi puîîncturîes
being " successfal in every way." Be-
sice the sevein high pîunciures done
dniring lis visit to the United States.
he has done 181 high puctulines witlh-
ont serions accidents.

Te shall wait the arbitranment of
time.


