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either useless or dangerous. It is use- this operation by a gentleman who,; if
less if, in order to peform it, ihere be a report speak truly, is quite as dexterous
necessity to pass a sound, or a grooved an operator as Professor Syne. No,
staff, into the contracted part of the operation could lie more skilfully per-
canal, since a hîollow eitlieter could be formed, and what was the result? The
applied there in the saine inanner." deat h of the patient fifteen days after he

So higlly did Desitult estiniate the hnd been cut." Again, it has proved
importance of having once reahed the fatal ili London, and ist of ail in Edin-
bladder, that le invented a mode by hurgh. The case recently published
which the instrument could be rephiced by Mr. Mackenzie must arrest thie at-
without danger or risk. 110 continues lent ion of every snrgeon. Where hie
(at p. 271):-" Those catheters, ailbrd- operat ion was perfonned witl great
ing a passage to the urine, may renian deterity, and adnittedly se by all-
a long time in their place, and the ca- where the nuinote points of mnedical
nal being enlarged by their habitual treatre.nt were so carefully enforced-
presence, peintus thern to be renewed where the patieit had the advantage of
easily. Besides, if we fear iindiing Mr. Syme's observation froi day to
somne difliculty in passing the second day ; and lastly, vlere traiuision ias
cutheter, it would be easy to obviate inemployed te avert death, yet the termti-
this inconvenieice by makiing use ofi nation was fatal!
catheters open at both enais; we should No doubt itere are Fome desperate
introduce the first by means of a stilet cases in wlicli the uretlra my be laid
with a button, and before changing il, open as a dernier resorl, bnt I iever
we should furnisi it with a tilet about cat believe il 10 le ain operaition of'
two feet long, which should be pushed safety, even though recommended- by
somne lines into the bladdeir; then we so etminent a surgeon as Mr. Syi.-
should vithdraw the catheter ipon the Dublin AMedical Press.
stilet, wiich inust be left in ils place,
upon whicl wre may thus conduct a , Case of Permanent Stricture of lte
new catiieter withlout trouble, and with U'sophagus. By P'A ui F. Ev:, M. D.,
safety. Desault once liad recourse to of Augusta, Ga.-During the courseof
tihis expedient for a patient who could leciures in, the University of LJouisville,
not sncceed in introducing the catheter Ky., T was invited by Prof Rogers to
himself, and, who made false passages sec, witlh him, a case of dysphagia con-
almost evei y time tlat he attempted it. stricta, which had been under bis, care,
This method succeeded se completely for a few weels. The patient. ivas a
that Desault proposed to have catheters mulauo boy, aged.3 years, who, some
constrncted witl whicl he rnight often four ionths previously, had swallowed,
put it ia practice."1 The very beautiful through inadvertence, a portion of caus-,
instruments lately bronght before the tic potash. ln its deliquesceînt state he
notice of the profession by Mr. W akely, Ïhad taken it for candy. The act was
and figured in the Lancet for March immediately followed by alarming
22, '1851, forcibly brought this quota- syrmîptoms, butwhich unfortunately werc
tion to my recollection. atteinpted to be coibatted exclusively by

Mr. Syme cornes to the conclusion dornestic renedies.
tiat his operation is preforable to dila- When Dr. Rogers first saw the case,
tation, " as affordiig relief more the dysphagia was so great that fluids
speedily, pernanently, aod safely." couild with dilliculty be swallowed ; and
The first is denied in the case vhicl I a bougie v/as now at once arrestcd in the
have detailed, where everything was osophagus by an apparently perma-
most untoward and unprornisig for .nent srîcture. Various attempts were
dilatatioîi; the second assumption is subsecquentlyiade toreach the stomacli,
niret by the case which I have al.lded but without success. We were not cer-
to, ofthree years immunity frorn return tain that any notirishment ever entered
of annoyance ; while Mr. Syne's it. 'The paticnî's constant cry wàs for
cures have been criticised and doubted wiater, vhichb he would swallow down to
by many. As to the " safety " of Mr. Lhe obstruction, retain' it a few minutes.
Syme's operation, it has; not been so and then reject it from his mouth. lie
sucessful in other hands. Mr. Wade rapidly enaciated. lce-creai, milk,
says-" I witnessed the performance of and w ater, beef tea, &c., "were recom-


