
MONTREAL MEDICAL JOURNAL.

but wholly incommunicable by diploma or otherwise. With
that gift the art may be acq1uirel by persistent labour, but with-
out the gift, the labour is hopeless; and that this fact is being
recognized in all our largo centres of population, even in the
close hospital corporations of the metropolis, is one of dhe most
hopeful signs for better surgical results. Another hopeful sign
is the denand for complote and accurate statemonts of results.
Public attention is now beiig drawn very largely te the ques-
tion of hospitals in general, and a most wholesome rivalry is
heing established upon the question of results. So much is tlhis
the case that grave suspicions are being entertained regarding
all institution-, who neglect or refuse te publish their results.
1 remember very well, wvlhen engaged some fifteen years ago in
writing a book on hospital mortality, that I asked a large
Imetropolitan hospital to furnish me with the facts of their an-
putations for a period of sixteen years. The hospital was note-
riously reticent uponi all stcli questions. The medical board
answered my request by a resolution that it was net expedient
te fuirnisli me vith the information required. I replied that if
they did net furnish me with what I wanted within a month,
i siould publish thoir resolution in The Times, and, as this
hospital was entirely dependent on annuial subscriptions, they
reconsidered thcir decision. Thoir amputation results were
ghastly; probably they did net theniselves know how bad
they were. Publieation of these resuilts had a, marvellous cifeet,
for now the sanio hospital has an amputation mortality of less
than one-halfl wlat it w-as sixteen years ago,

To Sir Spencer Wells is iost undoubtedly due the credit of
putting the publication of surgical results on a business-like
basis. When the results in abdominal surgory, whieh begafl
te be obtained about twelve years ago, were first publislied,
they were se aimazing that the favorite criticisn of them was
that tiey must be lies. This sort of thing at first was very
irritating, and used to make me v-ery aingry; but for mani1y
years past 1 have ceased to trouble about it, and the incredible
things of eiglt or ten ycars ago are now matters of every-day
experience.

A.nother great advance required is the division of logical
plans in recording and classifyiig the results and also thO
adoption of reasonable methods of conducting the investigatin.
For example, no onle would nîow, in making a rescarch on the
mortality of amputations, arrange his figures without a careful
separation of amputations for accident and those for diseas,
and a perfect arrangement of the cases according te the linib
affected and the point of amputation. But until Simpson
pointed out the necessity for such divisions, the importance of
therm was not clearly unîderstood, certainly was net fully adl-
mitted. Arising out of a matter se simple as this there are,
thera must be scores of points which require settlement, yet
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