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and massage, o1 faradisation over the abdomen,
with the exhibition of strychnia internally may be
necessary.

In prescribing pills for constipation, it is better
to have them made fresh, for, notwithstanding the
rehability of the many large drug firms, coated pills
often become very hard and difficult of absorp-

tion.
C. ). H. Cripsan,

Ottawa.

ETHER AS A GENERAL ANLGESTHETIC.

In the present day, when additions are being
constantly made to the number of opcrations, and
when many of these, especially in the departments
of abdominal surgery and gynmcology, require a
considerable time for their complction, the choice
of an anesthetic becomes a matter of importance.
While exp tition is desirable in any operation,
Jestina lente should be the motto of a good surgeon.
** Hurry,” says the author of “lacon,” “is the sign
of a weak mind  despatch, of a strong one.” And
we are safe in saying that he who hurries in surgay
1s lost, as far as successful results are concerned.

The use of cther as a general anwsthetic is
largely taking the place of chloroform everywhere.
In the United States, in all the important medical
centres, cther is  almost entirdy used, and in
Farope there is a strong disposition to adupt it in
the large majority of cases. At Lyons, in France,
cther has been used since 1849 as e anasthetic.
In Paris, up to very lately, chloroform was used,
as cther was thought too slow in its effects, but
within the last year opinions have changed
materially with regard to it

While in very muscular subjects the develop-
ment of complete anwesthesia may be a linde slow,
and the quantity of ether required may be consider-
able, after a little practice the time required can
be reduced to 2 minimum, and in its liberal use
one is comparatively free from that trepidation
which is always present in the administration of
chloroform, even with the greatest care. Vallas, a
French writer, gives ten minutes as a mean time to
produce anxesihesiawith chloroform and thirteen for
cther: but even a shorter mean time is often
obtainable.

The inconvenience arising from the accumula-
tion of mucus and saliva in the mouth requires, of

4

ONTARIO MEDICAL JOURNAL.

367

course, attention, but 1t 1s a drawback of minor
importance.

If the pupils and the respiration are attended
to, as well as looking out for any marked
lividity, we can work for an hour or an hour and a
half with decided cemfort.

It has been objected that ether does not pro-
duce as decided a muscular relaxation as chloro-
form, and is therefore less suited for laparotomy
and operations an the uterus and appendages than
the latter.  This objection, however, is not found
to be sufficiently decided to influence those who
operate extensively on this side of the Atlantic.
Contiental staustics are very much i favor of
the use of ether.

Tulliard, in 1891, reports one death in 3,258
where chloroform was used, and only one 1 13,987
where cther was the anwstheue: Campbell, one
death in 2,807 chloroform, and one n 13,960 ether.

Of course, there are certam contra-mdications to
the use of ether. For example, operations on the
face may be considered unfavorable for ether alone,
though Abbey, of New York, uses 1t on children in
cases of hair-lip. Where there 1s decided pulmonary
affection, such as bronchitis or emphysema, it is not
admissivle.

To cite a case showing the ditticulties that may
arise in the chowee of an anwesthetic : A woman of
70, healthy-lovking, and with a good hstory, de-
veloped a scirthus of the right breast which she
was advised to bave removed.  She had a some:
what weak heart and also some bronchial irritation.
Her age and the condiuon of her heart contra-
indicated chloroform.  The bronchial trouble did
not favor cther. Tt was, however, used, and though
she stood it well apparently, a broncho-pneumoma
developed after the operation, which carried her off.

In operations requiring the use of the cautery
or antificial light —other than clectric—great care
must be exerciced. In the very young and the
aged ethier is perhaps notas suitanle as chloroform.

With ordinary care, however, a simple mhaler
—an ordinary cone, covered with gauze and
padded with absorbent cotton—-is sufficient.

With regard to inhalers, Clover's 1sno doubt the
most economical as regards the cther, and is in some
respects the most scientific, as it regulates the
quantity inspired and does not require removal
from the face to be replemished.  There may be



