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and massage, oi faradisation oser the abdonieîî,
with the exhibition of stryclhnia internally may be
necessary.

In prescribing pills for constipation, it is better
to have thein made fresh, for, notwitlhstanding the
reliability of the many large drug firms, coated pills
often hecome very hard and diiicult of absorp-
tion.

C. 1. -1. CHnI».stAN.
Ottawa.

ETHEIR AS A G-'NERAL AN :STHEIC.
In the present day, when additions are being

constantly made to the number of operations, and
when nany of these, especially in the departnents
of abdominal surgery and gynacology, require a
a onsiderable tinie for their completion, the choice

of an ansthetic becomes a mlatter of importance.
While ex) 'ition is desirable ini any operation,
lestina lente should be the motto ofa good surgeon.
" Hurry," says the author of ' Lacon,' " is the sign
of a weak mind despatch, of a strong onc." And
we are safe in saying tlat he %% ho ltrries in surgeiy
is lost, as far as successful results are (oncerned.

The use of ether as a general anæsthetic is
largely taking the place of clloroform everywhere.
In the L'nited States, in all the important medical
centres, ether is almost entirely used, and in
Fmolope there is a strong disposition to adopt it in
the large majority of cases. At Lyons, in France,
ether lias been used since 1849 as /he anxsthetic.
In Paris, up to %ery lately, cllorofori was used,
as etlier %%as thought too slow in its effects, but
w ithin the last ycar opinions has e dhanged
materially with regard to it.

Wlile- in very muscular subjects the develop-
ment of complete an:esthesia nay be a little slow,
and the quantity of ether required ma> be< onsider-
able, after a liule lractice tue time required can
be reduced to a minimum, and in its liberal use
one is comparatively free from that tr..pidation
whiclh is always present in the administration of
ciloroform, even with the greatest care. Vallas, a
French writer, gives teil minutes as a mean time to
produce anæesthesia with chloroform and thirteen for
ether ; but even a shorter nean time is often
obtainable.

'T'lie inconvenience arisin, froni the accumula-
tion of mucus and saliva in the mouth requires, of
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course, attention, but it is a drawback of miinor
importance.

If the pupils and the respiration are attended
to, as well as looking out for any marked
lividity, we cai work for an hour or an hour and a
half with decided cemfort.

It lias been objected that ether does not pro-
duce as decided a muscular relaxation as chloro-
form, and is tlerefore less suited for laparotoniy
and operations on the uterus and appendages than
the latter. This objection, however, is not found
to be sufliciently decided to influence those wlo
operate extensively on this side of the Atlantic.
Continental statistics are v'ery mucli in favor of
the use of ether.

Tulliard, ti i8>i, reports one death in 3,258
wliere cliloroform nsas used, and only one im 13,987
wlere etlier was the anmustlietic: Campbell, one
death in 2,807 chloroformî, and one m i 3,966 etlier.

Of course, there are certain contra-imdications to
the use of ether. For example, operations on the
face niay be considered uinfavorable for ether alone,
though Abbey, of New Vork, uses it on children in
cases of hair-lip. Wlere tliere is decided pulmonary
affection, sucli as bronchitis or emplhyseia, it is not
admissible.

To cite a case showing the ditìiculties that may
arise in the cloice of an amestletic : A woian of
7o, heathy-looking, and with a good history, de-
veloped a scirrhus of the riglht breast which she
was advised to have removed. Slhe lad a sonie
what weak leart and also sonie bronchial irritation.
Her age and the condition of lier leart contra-
ndicated chloroforn. The bronchial trouble did
not favor ether. It was, hiowever, used, and thougli
she :tood it well apparently, a bronchîo-pneuiîonia
developed after the operation, which carred lier off.

In operations reqtuirting the use of the cautery
or artificial light-otiier than electric-geat care
lust be exerc.:ed. 1In the very young and the

aged ethier is perlaps not as suitable as chloroform.
With ordinary care, however, a simple inhaler

-an ordinary cone, covered with gauze and

padded w'ith absorbent cotton--is suflicient.
With regard to inhalers, Clover's is no doubt tii'

nost econonical as regards the etier, and is in somîe
respects the monst scientific, as it regtulates tlie
quantity inîspired and does not require reioval
from the face to be replenislhed. There may be


