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Die. Miine, the popular Reatstrar ot the Counerd,
entertuned the members and a number of promi-
nent zentlemen, practittoners, newspaper men, ete.,
at s palatal restdence,  Pracherst,” on Wednes
May and. It
and wiil fong be pleasantly remembered by those

(l:l}‘ vyening, WAS 2 2redt Suceess,

who particrpated innt

NOW A RIP VAN WINKILE

FXPERIENCE

FHEN AND

Tt Avogate 2000 o por Brensh Columida.

Sike You ask me to give yvou some account of
my visit to the seenes of my vatidhood and youth
in 1¥92-03 I have not thought that there was
anvthing spectally mteresting e that tnp except
to myselll Howevero it s the mdnadual eapen-
ences and mferences drawn from them that mould
the sentiments of mankind. Besides, T do it
hike w0 retuse one whose un torm kindly deport-
ment towards me has phiced me under obligations,
though 1 think vou will be sorey vou zave me the
invitator.

JU s necessary to state the et that I have been
engazed mothe practice of medicme and suargery,
barring interruptions, for nearty thirv-five vears.
The interruptions, however, run up mto the mil
lons, as T was a medical “anstit” from the start.

I ~oon discovered that the amount of bhusiness
depended much moere on matters outside o1 the
profossten than msades Amongst these stand pro-
munentiv, i hiny o scine orzanvaton, persotial
adartavon, <kl the conndence ek, eted e
o, afier
Canada Woest 1
gold mines ot Brinsh Colun:bia.

three vears’ expenictice 1 a4 town

resobved oty my iuck nothe

T could give you an account of many adventures
on the way to and Al over this coast sinee 62— 1
camr with an overland party through the wilds of
drish Amenica but this would Hie out of place
in a medieal journal.

When I conmienced the practice of medicine,
1 need not tell the old pracutioner thai blood-
letung, salivation and violent purgation were in-
cluded :n the means thought necessary n the
battle with disease. Persons mn heaith were being
bled :n the spring a~ a prophylactic.

When practsing m Honoluiu 2 few years ago,
1 eowplamed of the trequent drenching rams,
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1wen I would be informed that T was on the dry
..ol the ssland, and so T learned that the treat.
What must 1t
have been when it was at s height, when Wash
But not.
withstanding the quite vigorous sentiment m favor
of this soit of practee, | did not adeptat, and my
patients did not die, as they should have done
had they heen more considerate and respectiud
towards  the wmedical fashion. 1
thought 1t was very mean ot them.
Neighborimg doctors retused to consult with me
on common grounds, such as surgery, because of
my heterodony. But there s always danger of
breing run over when one places hmself 1 opposi-
ton o current ~sentiment which, to this day, i
constdered o be the same thing as tuth. It has
never been considered nght not to walk on an
old beaten path, no matter many
have been proven to lead in the wrong direcuion,
It was not casy to make headway against the old
fanmuly doctors who had such a good knowledge of
their patrons’ constitutions.  This had  special
reference to the amount of medicine they ~ould
take without fatal results.  Great attention was
aiven to finding the maximum dose. My attenton
was directed in the opposite direction, and 1 had
the idea, bad boy that T was, that it was bad ennvgh
for the patient to he attacked by the discase with
out being attacked by one o1 more doctors also.
Sinee then this puthnz-down treatment has heen
Largely superseded by the puliing-up treaunent, of
which a man by the name of Chambers was the

ment mentioned was on the wane.

mgton and Byron were shwghtered ?

always  have

and how

Jreatest exponent. And now 1toas all gernedal,
and mstead of patents, the doctors are ki;hng
microhes.

As vour space is med, T must comdense what
1 have to say of my visit.

The experience of Rip Van Winki was repeated.
Thirty vears transformed the child into the middle-
aged woman. whu could not recoliect me, and the
middle-aged into the tull of years. Many Jead:
everything changed ; T was a stranger.

During my stay in Toronto, my native place, 1
visited the city hospital, and saw various operations
under the antiseptic plan. 1 will only venture one
criticism. I thought and think that the patients were
kept unnecessarily long under the anwasihetic. No
attempt apparently was made to expedite matters.



