
ON 7HEAMOY COLLOQUIAL DIAIlEUCT.

ulle Who lias obscrved the gre.at 'ýariet «v of initonations aumong thle En,-

ghish, Scotch, and 1Insh, wvill he d(2(v oaillit tlie Possihility Of the
Chinese finding enungh for ail tlieir wants.

With 700 nionosyllabies varicd by 7 tones, tlic Amov dialect îniit
comprise 41,900 distinct mio6svllabic words. Bot tietoules are neot

fiillv employed aud consequentlv il thlese possible comnhiations d1o
îlot exist. Soinle nîionosv'lliblcs ave olilv unte wordl ilistead of seven
othiers bjave two, tlirce or four oxlv. I n con)sequlenlc of thiis defi-
cîcuceV existincg as t o somle ,yllables, ut liers hiave far more thanl sevenl
words ]in coninexion Nvitl thiemi-S, 10, 12, 1 5, 18, 20, 25, 27, and in
'Ulc case, 30) \ords. Iti cxîiigmore iinuiitely thils lst case (flhe
inovosvhlable Il To ''), we find under tbc first toule, .1 words ; mder the
s-econid, 5 ; iinder the thtird, .5 ; undi(er the fourth, 1 ; under the fifthi,
ii . uder the sevcnith, 3 ; and unlder flc îgîte 1. under flic fifth
tone then therc are il words preciseiy liovuopîonis ; uttercdl exactlv
alike ; flic nlicest car eau recognize nuo différence amoing flienm. 110w
can intelliible coniversation be iniaiiit.luncdL ami sincb chiances of
unistippreliciision ?

There is nsual very littie dlati2rer tliat, a verh) will he ruistaken for
a noun or adjective. If, howcvcr, tiiere he several homophioniolni
Yerbs or adjectives, tiiere ili ne dazrof conifusion. ln sucb cases
perspicuîty is obtaiuied bv the conîbinlatioot of two svnionvmous or
nearlV svnouvrnous v,,rbs or adjcctivesi ccnet<lsfotp-

venit miisapprehecnsion. Iii the case of lilke-souuidini2 nouns, there is
anothecr expedient wli is wvorflîv of explanationl.

The Etiglishi phrase Il 11e lias îwenity hewl of caittie," is perfectl-r
intelligible. And Vet it might 1w difficuit, to definie the I)recise mean-
ilig, in thiat sentence, of the word II licad.' The sentences, Il We sawr
ten hcadl of dnckes,'' IlHe caurrht ton hecad of flsh."' wol be at once
condemned as unidiomnatic. A îîersoil familiar with Cinese granimar

'ond dC îbe flhe word '- hcadl " as thîe -' uiciral,''- claissative," or
"classifier " of the word cattie, and dleclare it to he uiot flic classifier

of ducks or fishi. If in i Enghishi it wvere custoniv to sav not oui;-
hieRd of cattle,'' but also "tails of liillî, - slicks of rnasts, Il sheets

of sails, - hows of aîîchorsi, &C., flic e dct to wb-Iichi the ChineSe
have been dniven by neceýzsiyx, wvouhd 1w ver-v fiilly ilhmstrated. Thec
iiGins are seldorn uscd without theïr ap1 îropriare classificýrs. Th r

umaldjectives are neot einplovcd withotl witrvninoih


