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to avoid compromising their sacred office, and injuring intercsts
of a still higher order, they have felt themselves and still fecl
themselves bound to use great prudence ; even in some places they
have not thought it consistent with their duty to accept the office
of commissioner. It is emphatically as curés, and in some places
ag curés only, that they can render the greatest services to public
cducation,

If, in order to give greater importance to the office, no more
than oue Inspector were to be appointed in a county, the remune-
raton must of necessity be slightly increased, and as one of the
principal motives of opposition to the present Inspectors has been
their salaries which they receive from the Government, that
opposition would be much increased by the levying of the amount,
by local taxation of the inhabitants of the county.  Might we not
apprehend that, in some places, it would txil to be provided for,
and be raised in-a very irregular way ?

If the law did not restrict the choice of Inspectors to teachers,
they might be regarded, under this system, as being virtually
excluded, for influcnces much stronger than what any of them
possess would be set to work in the County Council. If, on the
other hand, the law restricted the choice to teachers, might we
not apprehend that they would become, with a view to obtaining
the office, partisans of one of the factions into which countics are
generally divided, and so throw away in petty intrigues and de-
grading efforts, the time and the energy which they owe to the
instruction of youth, together with what is of equal importance,
the respect af the public ?

Neither can I understand that an Inspector should not be re-
movable. Will he be liable to periodical re-clection by the County
Council or only to dismissal in case of neglect or bad conduct ?
In cither case he would be too dependent on local authority, nay,
we may say he would be immediately dependent on each school
municipality, secing that the latter are generally the same as the
rural municipalities, aud the County Council is composed of the
mayors of the same respectively. Will the Superintendent of
Education be permitted to dismiss an Inspector who has been
appointed by the County Council? In such a case, what a
struggle will ensue for the ascendancy | Has not the Superinten-
dent enough on his hands in contending with the School Com-
missioners, without bringing him also in collision with the County
Councils ?

A purely local and municipal system of inspection supposes,
morcover, the existence of a population which bas long enjoyed
municipal institutions and had the benefit, for several generations,
of a system of primary instruction. The Inspector is, in that
case, less the agent of the central than of the local authority, and
it is natural that he should be appointed and paid by the latter.
But this system would still leave room to wish for the official
agent of the central authority, as Mr. Rendu so well expresses it
in the passage above quoted.  Even these persons who would not
have the inspection lodged in the hands of the central authority,
who would wish to decentralize the direction of public education,
must admit that in order to effect this, they must change our
legislation.

Let us ook back to the time when the present school system
wasinaugurated in Lower Canada, and we shall confess that the un-
dertaking was at its outsetapparently a moral impossibility. The
cstablishment of 2 system of public instruction by the ageney of
local and municipal authorities, themselves elective amidst a popu-
lation who had been always opposed to every system of dircet taxa-
tion, among whom primary instruction had been, by a succession
of occurrences ever to be regretted, almost completely interrupted
for a period of ten years, was in truth asking men of no education
to cducate others—men who sct their faces against all taxes to
tax themselves for a purpose of the importance of which they were
ignorant. The law, morcover, had oaly prescribed one restriction
as regards the choice of Commissioners, and that restriction, how-
cver favorable to the rate-payers, was very far from being so to
the establishment of schools. In order to be a Commissioner it
Was 1ot necessary (nor indeed is it so now) to have any education
whatsoever, to know even how to read or Write ; all that was re-

quired was to be a rate-payer as the owner of real property. There
was nothing to prevent the election of five proprictors at once the
most ignorant and the most hostile to taxes of any kind. And
this used to be done, and unhappily is done still, though not so
frequently. To attain the success, as we have, under such cir-
cumstances, was it not to prove the falsity of the keenest human
foresight ? It is true that on the one hand the law had enacted
various penalties, and that on the other hand it counted on the
cfforts and zeal of educated men, at the head of whom wounld
naturally be found members of the clergy. It counted, moreover,
(and this has not proved the least important clement of its sue-
cess) on the good sense, the spirit of order and the peaceful and
pious habits of the population. DBut these penaltics and re-
strictions had been valueless without the aid of the central autho-
rity to apply them. It was necessary that the zeal and the cfforts
of educated men suonid be seconded and sustained by an authority
independent of that which it was intended to supervise, frequently
cven to control. In fact the good disposition of the Canadian
people required to be stimulated and developed by men specially
charged with that mission, and receiving fair remuneration for
their struggles with men—educated men, unfortunately, but part-
izans of ignorance, with a view to the attainment of political ends.
‘I'hence arose the office of Inspector, and only since its creation
has any progress been made.

Since that time the opposition to schools has not censed to exist,
but taken a fresh direction. It is no longer direcied against
taxation absolutely (although in many places there is still a pre-
dilection in favor of the illusory resource of voluntary subserip-
tion), but its aim is now to prevent the incrense of teachers’
salaries, to impede the establishment of' Model Schools; and to
oppose all improvements nccessary to promote the progress of
cducation. So well aware of this were the Legislature and the
Government, that every succeeding Session has conferred new
powers on the Department, to enuble it to contend with these
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