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te avoid eonnprennisîng their sacrcd office, and injuring- interests
cf a still igliîer order, tbey have felt tînerinacîves and stili feel
thenuscives bound te use great prudence; oven in seine places tlîcy
bave flot îlnoughit it consistent with tlneir duty te ieeept tino office
c1 f connînissioner. Lt is cuîplitieaily ans curés, and in seonie places
as citrés onîy, tinat thnoy can rendier tino greatest services te publie
education.

If, in order te give greatcr imîportance te thc office, nie more
titan ene Inspector wcre te bo appela ted in a ceunty, the rennuno-
rat.on nnust of' nccessity bo slighîtly inereased, and as one of the

principal motives cf opposition te thno present Inspectera lias been
tîneir salaries wliieh thcy rcccin'c frein the Governinenit, tliat
opposition would bc inuchi ineased by tino Ievying cf the aunouint,
by local taxation cf tine inhabitants cf the ceunty. M3Îit, wc net
apprclicnd tinit, in sonie places, it would faiu te bo previdud f'or,
and bc raised in a vcry irregular vray ?

If tIno law did net restriet tho clicice cf Inspecters te te.achncrs,
tiîey iniglît bc rcgardcd, under tlîis systcm, as being virtuaily
cxcluded, for influences miueli strongrer tînan ivînat, any cf tlieni
possesss iould bc set te work in tIno County Couticil. If, on the
other lnand, the laiv rcstricted the cîncice te teachers, innigint ivoe
net apprelîcnd tlint tlncy ivould beconne, witli a vicw te ebtainn1ing
tino office, partisans cf ene cf tho factions into whlich cutiois are
gcncrally dividcd, and se throw away in petty intrigrues and de-
grading efforts, the tirne and tino crgy whicn ticy ove te the
inîstruction cf' yeut, toeer,%with wlnat is cf equal importance,
tio respect af the public ?

Neithor eau I undcrstand that an Inspecter should net bo re-
innomble. WViIl lie ho liable te periodical re-cectien by tino County
Couneil or enly te disnnissaî, in case cf negleet or bad conduet ?
lIn eithier case lie ivould be tee dependent, on local autlîerity, nay,
ive inay say lie would bo iiinnncdiatciy dependent on ecdi scineol
nnunicipality, sceing that tihe latter are gencrally tino saine as tIno
rural inunicipalities, and the County Council is eouinpoed cf tIno
mnayors cf tino saine respctivciy. \Viil the Superintendent cf
Education be pernmitted te disiniss an Inspecter %vit has been
appointcd by the County Council ? lIn sueli a case, vhiat a

strgge wllensue for tino aseendancy 1 lias net the Superinten-
dontonoginon his manda in contcndin- 'witiî tino Sehool, Coin-

mnissieners, nithout bringing him aise in collision wnithi the Ceunty
14 ouacila?

A purely local and municipal systeas cf inspection supposes,
mereever, the existence cf a population wlîich lbas long cnjoycd
municipal institutions and lnad tino benefit, fer severai gencr.itions,
cf a systeni cf prinmary instruction. Tino Inspecter is, in tinat
case, leus tino agent, cf tino central titn cf tho local autlîerity, and
it ia naturai that lic shouldj ho appointed and paid by tino latter.
But tinis systein would stili leave room te ivish for the official
agent of the central authority, as bIr. R.endu se wcll expresses it
in tino passage aboi-e quoted. E von tiiese persons wlie would net
liave tino inspection lodgcd in the Inands cf tino central autlîerity,
'wln ivould wish te decentralize tino direction cf publie education,
'Must admit that in order te offect, this, tlncy iust change eur
Icgislation.

Lot usa loch 'ba.ek te the tume when tino prosent sciool systeni
vnas inauguratea in Lever Canada, and-we shall confesa that the un-
dertakin - vas rit ils Outsctapparently a moral iunpossibility. Tino
establishmsent cf a systesa cf public instruction by tino agency cf
local and municipal authorities, theinselves cleotive anidst a popu-
lation 'vite inad been always opposcd te ovcry systen of' direct taxa-
tion, mnmong wnorn primary instruction had been, by a succession
of occurrences ever te bo regretteci, alinoat connpiecy iutcrrupted
for a pcriod Of ten Years, vas in truth asking mon of ne education
te cducate ctiers-men wnho set tineir faces against ail taxes te
taX theniscives for a purpe cf thme importance cf which they ivere
ignorant. Tino law, mereover, bad caly precribed one restriction
as regards tino clionceocf Comînissioners, and tinat restriction, low-
cver favorable te thc rate-payers, vaus tory far from hointr se te
the establishmnent cf seinools. li order b hoc a Commia;sioner it
was net neccssary (ner indcd la it so now) te havo any cducatioh
'wbhatsocovcr, te L-DOW cven how te rcîa or Writo; a that wms re-

quired was to bc a rate-payer as the owner of real property. Thecre
wvas uotllil]g to prevent the election of five proprietors at once thle
mnost igtorant and the inost hoestile to taxes of' :ny iiid. And
this uiscd to bc donc, and unhappily is donc still, tiioughI net se
frcquentîy. 'So att4iin the sucess, as ive have, uîidcr such cir-
cumustances, vwas it not to provo tic falsity of the lzecnest hiunian
foresiglit? L is truc tiiat on the one hiand tino law liad cnacted
varions penalties, and that on the othier hiand it coutcd oi tino
efforts and zeal of educated men, at tho hiend cf wlnoin ivould
naturally bc found iuxeibers of tlic clergy. IL ceunted, ilicreever,
(and tis lias not proved the Icast important ecinent of' is suc-
cess) on tIno good sense, the spirit cf order and tlic peatceflîil and
pious hiabits of tino population. But tînese penalties and re-
strictions lnad beeni valucess xvitlîout the aid of tieo centrai autho.
rity to :ipply thietn. IL is ticccssary liîat tuie zeal and the efforts
or cdueatcd meon suouid ho soconded anîd sustainied by an autlnority
iiîdepeîîdent of thazt ilîiclî it ivas intcnded te supervise, f1rccueîîtly
even te centrol. In fact tine good disposition or tic Caiîadiaii
people rcqînircd te bo stiîîîulated and develoed by mein spccially
eli.argcd %itlh that mîission, and recciving- itir reiiiuieratioii fbr
thîcir struggles ivitln inen-cdueatced moen, utifbrtunattly, but part-
izans cf ignorance, ivitn a v-ipi te Uic attaiînînenit cf' political ends.
Thience aroe Uic office of Inspecter, and only since its croationi
lias any progress been miade.

Siîîee that tintie tino opposition te selieols lias net eeased te exist,
but taken a frcsh direction. IL is ne longý,er dirctcd agaiist
taxation absolutcly (.ilthiougl,,i in i nany places tliere is stili a pro-
dilection iii f.tver'cf the illusory resourceofe' volutitar 'y suhscrip-
tien), but ils aitii is now to prcveiit Uic inecaseocf' techers'
salaries, te iiiipede tincestbilnn cf -Model Scinools; ' -id te
oppose ail improvenients nessary te Inroinnete the progress cf'
educatien. Se ivell aware cf tinis xçero tne Lcgisl:nture and tie
.,xevcrnmont, that every suceeding Sessio liscncrdnc
poecrs on tho Departunont, te enable it te coîîtcîd iif tineso
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