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THE COLLEGES OF CANADA.
111,
'The University of 'foronto.
(Continued from our last.)

“The measure unsettlesall propetty, by depriving the University
of King’s College of an endowment which is the gi?t of the Crown,
and thus it introduces a precedent, the most destructive to the very
existence of society. If the Patents for land are to be touched,
thero is an end to the permanency of any Institution, and public
and private property is alike placed at the mercy of a reckless and
changing majority.” The University of King’s College holds its
property by direct grant from the Crown, and its title to the same
13 equally if not more clear than that by which the Religious and
Collegiate Institutions of Lower Canada hold theirs, though very
inferior in value and extent ; but if it is to be confiscated withoat
% rcasoir, and applied at the will of the Legislature, it is only the
i commencement of an evil that all good men must deplore. There
i may be a majority found (though™I do not believe it) willing to
W confiscate the University of King’s College; but in a very shont
B time, shonld so wicked a thing be consummated, another majority

will be found, fortified by so unprincipled a precedent, o confiscate
the like endowments in Lower Canada j for it is not to be supposed
that when confiscation once commences, it will be permitted
to stop, more especially since the temptation will be much greater.
& Tho endowment of the University of lging’s College amounts only
$ 1o two hundred and twenty-five thousand acres, whereas the pro-

E perty belonging to the Collegiate and Religious Institutions of
8 Lower Canada oxceeds two millions of actes, as appears from the
P following table :—

« Your Mewmorialist deprecates touching one single acre of those
endowments ; they are all dedicated to sacred purposes, and should
be held sacred. What he contends for, is, that the Endowment of
the University of King®s College is equally sacred, and that, if it
be taken away (which God forbid) the time will come, sooner or
later, when so product.ve a precedent will be applied to their con-
fiscation.  Your Memorialist therefore prays that the Endowment
of the University of King’s College mav remain as it is, undisturbed,
and he feels assured, that no one who honestly wishes to presesve
the endowments in Lower Canada, can, with any consistency, vote
for its confiscation.”

The following extract, from the Kingston correspondence
of the Canadien, written, we believe, by E. Parent, Esq.,
who had but shortly before given up his editorial connexion
with that paper, and dated 29th November 1843, will show
the views that were entertained on the subject by some of
the leading members for Lower Canada, at that time:

“ The lofty pretentions of the prelate, says Mir. Parent, could
not have been much to the taste of the members of the national
church of Scotland, nor to others not belonging to ¢ the church of
the Empire,?® wiuch alone is « pure,®> and in which alone 1s found
“truth.”?  He hkens the endowment of the Univeisity of Toronto to
that of the religious establishments in Lower Canada, but he for-
gets that these are guaranteed by the treaties with France.

“In 1828 this University was created by a Royal Charter, with
provisions dictated , we must confess, in a sectarian and ex-
clusive spirit; all the professors and directors should belong to
the Church of England, and also those who might desire to take
cegrees in divinity. The degrees in the aits and other faculties
were open to all denominations.

¢ The establichment of this University or College, to be rickly
endowed from the public demesne, with 2 right o possess real
estate producing £15,000 net revenue annually, and revennes
gmcceding from other sources, without limitation, was a brand of

iscord thrown into the midst of the population of Upper Canada,
of which the majority ate composed of dissidents. The protests of
the people were so strong and so urging, that the Crown,



