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see their "ltipi " pitched many miles distant. This nomadic life is contrary ta
the wishes of the Chief Herchmer, who says, "lDacotah duza duza beuiika
istitma ota. Sicedû. Satamna coocoos tatanka sunkaka waopi niuzaska cooa
Dacota tipi bedîkta wvanitcado," or, as our praverb expresses it, "lA rolling
stone gathers no mass."

Like the majority of mission fields in Manitoba, Oak Lake was formerly
deprived of services of any kind during the winter months. When the
student returîîs to resuine his studies the people are lefi without any ane tu
break ta then the bread of lhfe. Tao ofien thcre is mingled with their fare-
wtlls the conîplaint IlWith you goes ail hope of hearing the sound of the
Gospel for six rnonths at least.Y This, no doubt, will soon be improved; as it
has cdready in many caNes. Among others Oak Lake lias been blessed in this
particular. When your missionary departed bis place was supplied at once by
a Catechist, Mr. 1aterson, Who, during the paZt months, has done excellent
work on the field. Sonie idea may be formed of his hardlships if you ran
imagine what it is ta ride on lîorseback about twenty miles ta meet an appoint-
ment when the therm-ometer is from forty ta fifty degrecs below zero.

Owing ta the financial depressian cansequent on the boom Of 1882, the
fai'urte of tlîe cr-ip3 of 1883, and the low prices of the past year, the fields in
the North-West involved the Society in considerable expense; and this ini
sîuite of the liberality of the people They subscribed handsomely as they
were sure of a good crop; but the prices felI and mnuch that wvas subscribed
has neyer reachied the trcasuirer. 'l'le consequence is that about $500 debt
wvas laid on the Society through the fields worked by its nuissionaries in that
Province. Oak Lake ficld, however, votwithistanding the depression rL ferred
ta. was self-sustaining. Aniang; the nmany instances of kindness sliown ta your
misionary, special mention slwîld bc made of the gencrosity af Messrs. Lang
and Sutherland. %who, in iddition to Iibetal subscriptions ta the funds of the
Society, barrdcd your i..sion.iry free o>f charge.

In closingý,, a fewv con-rideratians are offéred ta show w'hy, in the consider-
atian of nuiany, Protetasit miissions should be sustaiîîed iii tic Nortli-West in
prefert nce to any ai ber part of the world:

i. 'l'le rapid increase of population iii that part. This hias neyer been
equalled in ilie settlciment oif iny ailier part of our Domninion.

2. Thie Clîurclîe. tli;t first gailher tlie people under tlicir pastoral care %will
pernianently retnaili ei and tlieir fànifics. The denoniniational spirit is nal
sa niarkvd as fuîncrly. The spirit of union that is abroad leads ptole
genvrally ta fée 1;:.s 1) irticuilar as ta tlicir denoniinai<moal connections.

,3. 'l'le clainis of îlîis coutînry as a inissian field wvill lie of canîp rauivcly
short duration; and in a few years with Uic united effort oif ald and new
provinces, tlîe work of evangelizing thc heathen may theni be carrîi.J on mnuch
moTeý- effectually.

If this %cirk hc nct attended ta at once, those ivlo have gone out frnrn
oul ,l itan homes and sanctuary privileges will stiar relapse inta cart lessness
and spirital deadner.s, worse indeed tlîan iat of headîeundonm itself. I is
gratifying ta note iliat iii resîîanse 10 the auppeils of Rcv. Mr. Robertson and
athers, the Chutrchi in the aIder provinces as wvll aq anc brandi of the Church
in Scotland, have contributed liberally toawards the carrying an of this great
work.
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