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Th~e Year's Work.-The work hias gone on in quietness, with grcater
interest and greater gains than for several ycars. The churehes have
wholly emerged from the period of tincological .loubt and discussion and
are more conservative titan ever before. Evangelists, pastors and people
are preaching the Gospel with renxewvd earnestncss. If there is not to be
a national movement comparable to tinat of a few years ago we may at Icast
hope fOr constant and substantial progress.

ThLe Self-suppori of the Clzurches.-Codparativeiy littie advauce ]las
been mnade in self-support for some ycars. The reasons are obvions.
Japan passed through a period of severe financial depression, and befor-e
it was gone came the anti-forcign reaction, and this was foilowcd by a
period of doubt and coidncss iu the Ohurch. It may bc, too, that the inis-
sionaries 'have lost their eariy zeai. There are indications, however, of
reviving interest, in titis subject among Japanese and foreigners.

Dr. and Yrs. Hepburn.-From tino beginning Dr. and Mrs. Hepburn
liave been our representative missionaries. They arrived in Japapnin i8b9,
'when it was first opencd to foreigners, and 'when the way hither 'vas stili
by saiiing vesel around the Cape. Tlney shared in ail the difficulties of
tlic early years. One yqung man took service in Dr. Ilepbuirn's louschold
with intention to, kijI him, but was wvon from his purpose by the Christian
life lie saw. And througln ail these years more precious titan ail cisc, tban
the abundant and successful labors as physician, lexicograpier, translator,
and evangeilist, has been the constant manifestation of the Spirit of Christ.
We niay weil rejoice that Dr. Recpburn hias been the representative mis.
sionary to, Japan. The final departure of Dr. and Mrs. llcpburn was the
signal for an unparaiieied denionstration from the wlnolo comunity.
Tinese missionaries at Icast have wvon the respect and love of ail, and ai]
united in showing gratitude and cstecm.

THE CHUROlI 0F ABYSSINIA.

DY PROIFESSOR GEORGE Il. SCIIODDZE, PJl.D., COLUMBUS, 0.

In tinese days, whvlen the oid question quici novi ex ilfrica is recenoed
in an cntirciy new sense, axnd the evangelization of te Dark Continent
is tine ami and ambition of aggrcssive Chiristian mission cuterprise, it
is of special intcrcst to rcmcmnber thiat tincre is yct one national Cifsian
churcln in Africa, nainely, tue Abyssinian. 0f ail thne remunants and re*
mains of theo once so powoerftul Clîristianity of the Oriental nation, nd
particuiarly of tiho African continent, of whlni St. Augustine, Cyprian, Ter-
tuilian, and otit!rs are historie monuments, tiho Abyssinian is the Oiily one
tînat lias becul able to maintain its national auJ characteristie individiality.
Singularly enougi, it lias attracted but littie attention on tine part Of 1cS-
crin C%'hristianity ; and the rejuvenation of thc petrificd formalisni Of the
A.byssianian Cînuircli into a living ani iife.iriviiig evangelicai communion
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