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The Year's Work.—The work has gone on in quietness, with greater
interest and greater gains than for several years. The churches havo
wholly emerged from the period of theological Joubt and discussion and
are more conservative than ever before. Evangelists, pastors and people
are preaching the Gospel with renewed earnestness. If there is not to by
a national movement comparable to that of a few years ago we may at least
hope for constant and substantial progress.

The Self-support of the Churches.—Comparatively little advance has
been made in self-support for some years. The reasons are obvioys,
Japan passed through a period of severe financial depression, and before
it was gone came the anti-foreign reaction, and this was followed bya
period of doubt and coldness in the Church. It may be, too, that the mis.
sionaries have lost their early zeal. There are indications, however, of
reviving interest in this subject among Japanese and foreigners.

Dr. and Mrs. Hepburn.—From the beginning Dr. and Mrs. Hepbum
have been ouf representative missionaries. They arrived in Japan in 185,
when it was first opened to foreigners, and when the way hither was sl
by sailing vessel around the Cape. They shared in all the difficulties of
the early years., One young man took service in Dr. Hepburn’s household
with intention to kiil him, but was won from his purpose by the Christisn
life he saw.  And through all these years more precious than all clse, than
the abundant and successful labors as physician, lexicographer, translator,
and evangelist, has been the constant manifestation of the Spirit of Chris.
‘We may well rejoice that Dr. Hepburn has been the representative mis.

sionary to Japan. The final departure of Dr. and Mrs. Hepburn was the
signal for an unparalleled demonstration from the whole community,
These missionaries at least have won the respect and love of all, andall
united in showing gratitude and esteem.
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In these days, when the old question quid novi ez Africa is re-ecnod
m an entirely new sense, and the evangelization of the Dark Continent
is the aim and ambition of aggressive Christian mission euterprise, i
is of special interest to remember that there is yet one national Christis
church in Africa, namely, the Abyssinian. Of all the remmants and re
mains of the once so powerful Christianity of the Oriental nation, and
particuiarly of the African continent, of which St. Augustine, Cyprian, Ter.
tullian, and others are historic monuments, the Abyssinian is the only one
that has been able to maintain its national and characteristic individualily
Singularly enough, it has attracted but little attention on the part of Wes
ern Christianity ; and the rejuvenation of the petrified formalism of .the
Abyssinian Church into a living and life-giving evangelical communion



