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3. Tlicy arc a " hrainy" race. Thcrc is no question that the Chinese
are the moqt intellectual of all the Asiaties. Tlhey are the bankers, fi.d the
wholesale mercliants of the East. Sorti twelve yearqa go wlîcnl General
Grant returned from bis tour of the world, lic said tlîat in bis travcls lie
liad met tlirec great moen, tlîrcc mon wlio towcred hcad and shoulders. above
ail] others, ",%vit1î wlîom tiiere were none to compare." Ono of the prc-
eminently great mon wvas Gladstone, England's groat statesmarm; anothor
was Germany's great, warrior, Bismarck ; and tihe third of tliese incomnpar-
ably great nioi, wvas Li lung Chrang, Viceroy of Cilli and Prime Mini3ter
of China. .4'tnmn Tiiere is to-day no iman better vcrscd in state-
craft, thero is no more shrewd. diplomat tlian Li lluing Chiang.

4. The (Ohinese are a nation of students. Iu wvhat other country in the
world will you find 2.5,000 stridents conipeting- in one examination-liall for
literary honors f Last iuonthi in the city Of Nankîng tiiore wcre betwcon
29,000 and 30,000 stridents9 attonding the trit-rnial examinations. Mon
will attend the examinations year afkor year until tlîoy are bowcd anîd
deerepit wvitli age in the hiope of obtainiugr tihe coveted prize. It is not an
unusual thing for mon of scventy-five and eighty ycars to bc found at theïr
place in the hall. So auxious are thoy to obtain an education, that a mari
who i% too poor to buy oil will stealI bis neighbor's light through a linot-
hole iu order tlîat ho mîay study.

Is there no dostiny for sucli a people ?
5. China is arousing hersoîf. Sonie poople have an idea that Chinla 18

dead. She i8 not doad, or if she, is, shoe is a vcry livcly corpsc. She is
not asleep, she is shakiig off tihe lethargy of the centuries and ar&aslung
hersoîf as a marghty giant for a comingY strriggle. Sie lias a magnificent
fleet of mercliaut steamers, large dockyards, arsenais, and a complote net-
work of tolegraplis over the entire Empire. She lias, it is true, but a fow

hundrcd miles of railroads, but railroads are coxning and thoy wvill bc built;
with native mnaterial and Chiinese labor.

6. China is destinod to become one of the great factors, lu the future
developmuert, of tire, world. I do not agrco, witlî Lord Wolseley that she
is to bocomo the groat military power of thre friture, couquering Russia, and
India, and crossing swords witli Englamd and the United States. This
seems to me extravagant ; but i f Genghis Khan lu the, beginningf of thre
thirtcouth century swept with Iris Mongol iordo from. the montîr of thre
Amoor te the sorees of the Danube, wlîat. might not an awakeued, civil-
ized China do witlî a possible forty millions of soldiers ?

For thre above rossons I repeat : The evangelization of China is the
most imp ortant work of the Chiurcli of Christ lu this ugoe.

Cliristianizing China is the onîr solution of the " Chinoso Question."
Exclusion Acts wilI not do it. Tis grent problemn is thrusting itself upon
us. Whiat are we going to do about it ? WXe cannot ignore it-wo dare
net if wo could. 'Wo caunot keep themn ont. We close the front door,
but the back door is 'wido opoen, anrd it Nvouldl takze a nruch largo? army


