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cuted for one hundred and fiftv ycars, which, as an instance of riligious
imposition, has been dleclared.; "te ho without a p.arallel."

T'je varions steps by whichi this was donc were kept secret, as Jesuit
ithods usually are, laut o.± the faeL there is abundant evidence, as the fol-
Iowing, account wviI1 show.

Early in 4U-ie sevcnteenth century, about fifty years after the departure of
Xavier, Robert de Nobilibus, a nephew of Cardinal ]3ellarrnine and grand-
nephewv of Pope Marcellus IL., and other Jesuit fathers in Madura, perciv-
ing the strong prejudices of the ilindus against Europeans and the Chiris-
tian religion, devised a plan, as subtie as it was crirninal, whechy they hoped
to overcome native prejudices by pretending that they were substantialUy oee
wit'h the Brahmans themselves, and that Christianitv and Brahimanism were
essentially ene, only that, the former, being eider and purer than tlie latter,
shiould bc accepted ia its place. Studying- the native languagre carefuly;
attainin.- a minute acquaint-ince witlh the usiges and etistomns of the. priest-
hood ; preparing thie!iselres, by a long course of anstere training, for the
part they were te aet, an-i aruicd withi Nritingsq ruade te resemble certain
portions of the Veda-q, and devlared toe e f equal authority, thcy entereid
Madura, not as Christian nhissionaries, but as Bralunans cf za superior order,
w'ho lIad corne te restere the niost ancient forrn of the native religion.
Their success, at first, ivas not great, but whien charged in a la]rge assembly,
specially convcnedi, witli being an itupostter, wîo, sougb te) decei-ve the
people, in erder to intreduce a ncw religion mnto thc country, Malilîilus
produr'ed, his manuseripts, artrmed that the Rionaca Brahimans ivere of
inucli ederr date t1han these with w-hem lie was contcnding, and in the
presence cf ail declarcd and muade cati that he was really descendcd froru
the geod Brahina. On this, tlîree l3rahinans, xxnpressed bw bis specious
evidence and earne-stness, advised that they slîould net persecuite a man
who declared that lie wvas one cf theinslves, and gave sucli evidence cf
the truth of his assertions. Thus audacity and speèiousnms gaie e-
tain ameunt cf credence.

To sustain these preteîisinns spuricus documents wero 1,reducedl,* and
the fatihors adupted names and usages wvhich gav'e thcm a clos-, resemblance
to SuniasMsis, mien devoted te the mest asctic forums of Hinduis-i, and
grcatly reyerenced ndi feared by the more ignorant and superstitious cf the
people.

As Fathier Tachard. wrate: 'The missinarici have receql to, assuimo
the r-ire-u and mnanner of living cf Braianical Sumnasis. TI..,. w.Ls a very
diflicuit underta-king, and nothing lcss than apostolie zeal -iný love colid
have cnablcd themi te sustain its hardships and austerities. For, be-sides

* Thc moet inip<irtant of thcwm a wnrl, pubUab«ed in «Pari,; in 1.%, xinder the titie
"LEznuir darn, ou .inciecq nmntirc du Verlan, contenant l'expo!alîion des opinions reigienae

et phile-ci-hiquea dcmId.~ Traduit du ,4enscrit:n p.¶rnn flrami."' An elaborate and sebolarly
analhpka tif thin rrznaxkablr ràrcuduction is git-en in the. finur.cêri:h volum o! the <'Asiatic RLsearrhca"
by Franc!* Elliit. L"q. lie declares it io l'e an inmîance ol religious InipoelLion witanut a parllel."
The author la un1mown.
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