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1890.] 1S THERE TO BE A NEW DEPARTURE IN MISSIONS? : 5

it makes the appetite for missionary intelligence more keen, cultivates
intelligent sympathy, and renders the whole work more fascinating.
Those who have tried it say that 1aoney can be more easily raised for
three missionaries, than for one on the old plan of putting money
indiscriminately into the missionary treasury to be disbursed generally,
‘Wide-awake pastors aflirm that the trial of this method proves that
the church will not only contribute cheerfully to support the mission-
ary, but to supplement his salary by such additional sums as help his
schoolwork, hospital work, and out-stations. And why not? The
moment a church comes thus into sympathetic contact with a particular
. field, there is aroused a feeling of identification with that field, which
makes giving easy and natural; and there is a sense of responsibility
for such field as under the care of that particular church. Why can-
not the Boards assign particular fields, still remaining the channels of
.communication, and put the church at home into vital union with the
needy multitudes abroad ? What reason is there why every church
-of average numbers and resources may not have its missionary abroad
as well as its pastor at home? Why may not church finances be so
controlled as that provision shall be regunlarly made for the one as
well as the other? What more practicable way can be found for dis-
tributing the wide-world field than to assign a definite work to each
.congregation, and c¢ncourage every church to work in its foreign
parish as systematically, liberally, prayerfully as in the best cultivated
«city parish at home ? In many a church enough money is spent on a
-quartette choir to sustain three missionaries in the centers of heathen-
ism!
IV. There is also an undeniable tendency to independent effort
-on missionary fields. Itis natural and almost inevitable, Not to
speak of the singular success of that man of God, Rev. J. Hudson
Taylor, in placing over 300 missionaries in Inland Chira without de-
pendence on boards, committees or collections, and in supporting them
upon funds received in answer to prayer, there is an obvions reason
why independent movements are becoming more and more inevitable.
There are many volunteers offering whom the Boards have not means
to send out and support. Several young men now in the senior year
of a prominent theological seminary visited the writer to ask advice.
They wish to go out together, like the monks of the middle ages,asa
band, electing one »f their number eaptain, and to take possession of
some unoccupied territory, say in China, Siam, Arabia, Africa; and,
after acquiring under missionaries adequate knowledge of the lan-
guage, ete., disperse within a limited area and undertake to evangelize
it, acting in co-operation. The Board of their own church declines to
send them : first, as not baving funds; secondly, as unwilling to place
them together in any one field. This is no hasty impulse : they have
been considering the matter for two or three years, and came to ask




