
TIIE PIRST SIX CENTURIES

are found in Pagan inscriptions, froin which, also, filonziis c3ef

although inconsistent; with belief in the resurrection, bas been inndver-
tently borrowed. Sec De Rossi, un. 159, 1 î3.

VIL iiiosE -WBICHI CONTAIN CYCLIa -MARKS 0F TIE.

(a) Day of the rnonth, day of the xveek, and day of die ioon %withi-
out the vear :

86.
I3ALENTINE QVE VIXIT ANIOS XXXVI
DECESSIT -VIKAL - MAR -DIEBENERIS

L NAX VII.
(In coein. PZriscilloe; De Rossi, n. 597.)

Balenttne (Valentinoe), que (quai) vixit ana os X=XVI Decessit
'I Kalendas J1Martias, die Bencris (Veneris), luacz XVIr

1'To Valeatina, who lived thirty-six ycars. She departed on the sixth day
before the Cnlends of March, Friday, the stwenteenth day of the Moon," i. e.
February 24th, 411 or 327 A.D.

In this inscription the Consuls are not mentioned ; nor is there any
other forai of expression for the year uscd ; land yet thie full date îuay
be infcrred froni what is therein statcd. It is plain that it miust be a
year in which February 124th anid thia l7th day of' the M-Noon kIll on
Friday. Marini's coinnients are:-,, Ifujuit spins cluiacteres,
si auctor veterern ecclcszoe cycltrni annornm LXXXI V sequithis est,
~pertinere possunt mil annns 827, 411, 495, qui Û*qrÛi XXX sint, a1'que
exor-diu-ntitr die solis luna. XXJJ; pi.omOs que 21ov;1uuu»zln JaimriJU

contiu die X, Felbrzarîi die VIII;, a qua ad VI 3î farteas, .qcu
ad diern XXJV Februarli Oies sunt XVII."1

De Rossi discusses the subjeet, and shows that the chioice lieq
bptwecn 827 and 411, as ia 495 the Victorian canon was ia use at
Roume, according to which we shod*ld have had bina X«V flot XVII.
0f the two the first, 327, is preferable, as the characteristics of the
inscription, i. e. the absence of contractions and the use of the ancient
terra d,îressit, point to tbe earlier date.

f This forai or donius oetenal.s is unsally commaou la the epitaphs of Pomaria
iu Algeria. See Renier, n. 456. Ia différent localities, as miglit be expected,
differcat forais were popular. Thus plus often occurs, ia African, and carus es
in Spaaish cpitaphs.


