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work, but abstinence rocietics remove mort furnudable obstacles’
out of the way of ite dving 1t ; nnd on this acoount, ag s Christian

man, and as a Chnistian mumster, I rejuice 1 their progress.

feel persuaded that, were the Christion wministry at large to take

this view of the subject, and use abstinence societica as an instra.

mont for these ends, that the clevation of the masses, about which

some oro almost reacly to despair, would be nnmedtely and ym.

mensoly advanced.

After showing thst cxporionce favoured his view, the speaket
looked into the distant future, and with the Bible in his hand, an.
tieipated a glorious 1ssuo o the moral entorprise in which he and
others wora engaged. ** ‘The time for labour is short ; but the re-
watd ia a8 surc ae it will be brilliant.”  \Wo are nut eurprised that
ac sho conolusivn of Mr. Robetteon's epeoch there was “ great dp.:
plauso.” :

The bonediction was prenounced by the Rev. Ms, Wilson and
the meeting soparated.

On Tuesday morning, the 15th, about 180 membors and friends
of the League met at breakfast in the Trades’ {Inll, After the
| fepast, various addreeses were delivered, the Rev. W. Reid being
1= tho chatr, The speakers were : theChainman, Mr G. Johnsione,
of  dinburgh, Mr Marshall of Dundee, the Rev. Mr. Bisthe of
Jamaica, the Rev. F. Ferguson of Aberdeen, Mr. ‘Dawson of
| Kclisu, Lieutenant.Colonel Shaw of Bumbay, and Mr. Simpson of
Annan. In all these addresses favorable accounts were given of
the general progress of the Temnperanco cause.

The business meetir:g of the Losgue was held the same day in
the same place, and was attended by abuut 120 miembers and
dolegates. Robert Kettle, Esq., took the chair, and aftor prayer
by the Rev. G. Puterson, tho Sccretary read the Annual Roport
for 1850.51. Wo gladly mako room for the fullowing extracts :

The Exceuntive Commuttee have much pleasure in reporting
that. the operations of the League during the past yoar have been
more than usually extensive and successful.

An increase has taken place in the memberslnp of the assicia-
twn to the extent of 600 individuals, and 166 socielies; the num.
ber of individuul members being at present 2,525, and of auxiliary
societies, 199.

Five agents havo been cmployed for longer or shorter periods
during the year, in the public advocacy of the temperance ques.
tion. ‘They have addressed upwards of 800 public miectings, and
have extended the mombershnp of the League, as well us the
circulation of tho various publicutions. They have also cndea-
vored to inpart to sacietics und commtices such advice us sceniod
to be needful regarding the best modes of conducting their opera-
tions. Twenty five scrmons have been preached in Glasgow
under the auspiees of the League, and about 100 addresses ha e
been given at country mectings and soirees by city missionaries,
gentlemen in businces, and others, who have kindly sided the
commiltes in mect'ag the numerous app'ications which have been
received for assistance of this description.

Your committeo are deeply impressed with the conviction that
the present stato of the temperonce movement in Scotland de
mands that an inmcediate effort bo made to sccure an incroased
staff of eflicient travelling advocates.

But as o sum of £750 will be nceded to pay the salarics and
travelling expenses of such a staff s is dcemed requisite, tho pro-
posed objeet can only be accomphshed by a Lboral and extensive
I co-operation un the part uf members and [ricnds of the aesocia.

tion.
1| The Pablication department of the League’s operations has,
It duning the past year, been sustmined with ummpaired efficiency.
It Although tho Review hus been raised in price, its cisculation has
i} not fallcn off ; and the nflucnce which « exerts for the advance.
{| ment of temperance reform is gradually extending, not onl
Hl throughout Great Britamn, but i mnany distant parts of the world.
| The enure number of copies of publications nesqed frors the
l office during the year has been 601250, comprising 7,285,000

i

pages. i .
| %‘ho financis! affaits of the League arc in a most satisfactory
‘ condition. The deficiency of £73, which existed at last annuai

mocting, hes been made up; and there is now a balance of £137
in favor of the association,

‘Tho gencrul napect of the temperanco causo in Scotland is
exceedingly encouraging. Many of tho local abstinense societies
are in a most prosperous cundition, and in scveral places the
fruits of well.dirceted oxertion are hecoming strikingly manifest.
A notable instance of this is to be found in the town of Kirkcaldy,
Fifeshire, where tho suciety has for scveral years beon menaged
by an intelligent, active, and united committeo; and although
the difficulucs 10 bv surmounted were at lcast equal to those
generally met with in similiar lucalitics, a groat proportion, if not
a majority of the populatiun, have become ubstniners, and publio
scntiment har undergone & most gratifying snd decided change,
This pleasing result is main’y to be atinbuted to the enlightened
aud systematio course of action invariably pursacd by the com.
mittee, and furnishes decisive proof, if - ch bo neoded, of the
vasl importance of entrusting to proper } wties tho munagement
of temperanco assaoiations,

After roferring to the successful and pro§tablouperationsamong
the young, the report continucg— )

The ahstinence socioties connected with the Established, Freo,
and United Presbyterian Churches, have received sume additions
to their membership during the year, but their guneral operations
have been comparatively linited. The number of abstaining
ministers of all denomination in Scotland is now 400, being an ine
crease of furty since last yenr. At the recent Awsembly of the
Frece Chureh the subject of intemperanco was discussed at con.
sulcrablc length, aud a deiiverance was given of a much more
hopeful charactor than thuso of preceding years.

‘The Scottish Aesociation for the Suppression of Dinnkenncas
has issued a scrics of pubiications, exhibiting the varied ovils
which flow (rom the use of intoxicating liquors. Most of the tracts
contain valuable facts and statistics, similar to those which have
been promulgated in temperance publications for a number of
years, A crusade against the abuscs connected with the i g
systein has been conducted by influential members of tho aseocis-
tion 1n numerous districts of the country, and ot their instance a
bill was lately prepared by Lord Kinnaird, the design of which is
to linut the number of licensed public.houses, and to prevent
epirits frum beng sold on Subbathe, or on the snmo premiscs with
grucerica.  ‘The measure was passed by the {louzeof Lords; but
on being introduced to the Lower Flouse, a few days ago, it met
with strenuous oppusition, and was immediately withdrawa. The
public ultention which has been awakened to this subject, as well
us to other mensures of * social reform,” 18 well calculoted to prove
indirectly advantageous to the temperance movemont, It will
probubly impel many of those excellent men who are cngaged in
varivus departments of christian and benevolent entcrprise, to in-
vestigate mnare thoroughly the naturc and cffects of the drinking
system ; und the inevitable result of such an investigation will be
the conviction that intemperance must be overcorae before their
efforts can possibly be successful. 1t may also cause many to
doubt the efficacy of the remedial measura they have beon agitat.
ing. und induce them to take & morc favorable view of the simple
and rativral mode of cure proposed by temperance reformers.

After gratefully acknowledging the aid rendered by the nows-
paper press, the report thus concludes :—

Your commitive are far from thinking thal thero are ne gis-
couraging circumstances to report in connection with the tempo.
rance muvement, Many powerful and insidious agencics ‘are at
work for perpetuating the drinking eystem, which it will bo ex-
tremoly difficult to uproot or neutralise ; but great as thess ob.
stacles are, they may ultimately bo avercome by a faithful and
persevering inculcation of the doctrines of abstinonce. Experince
has triumphantiy demonstrated that the temperance movemant is
fully adequate to accomplish the task which it has undertaken, if
its conditions be complied with; and if all abstsinors afficienty
perfurm the part which they have voluntarily chosen, the work of
reformation w.li go on steadily and surcly, gathenng strength as
st proceeds, until it sweeps away notl merely the groseer and more
offensive form of intemperance, but also those numerous, and
still respectable social customs, which are undoubtedly tho desp.
seated sources of the evil we are united to eradicate.

Several important resolutions were then adopted, and the offl.
cers ohugen for the current years It may bo interestiog to many
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