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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

‘I'ien the greut mon mado a compromise with King Alcolinl-«
a sort of hall and half bargam.  On condstion of being sllowed to
uryre teinperanco upon the people, they consented to drink * to-
derutely * themselves.  The old monarch wus only 1o withdraw
u part of his forces from the swamps and low grounds, but was
st to resgn supreme s the lugh pluces.  There should be no
dmueis without plenty of wine, and no balls for governors ur great
men to attend wihout champaigne.  Tho Temperance Socicties
t.rincd at that time were not ouf and out, but only * muderate
reforiners, and they quoted tho Apostle ** be femperate in eall
things,” even to the swallowing of pmson. In accordance they
pledged themselves to drink ** nioderately,” and some cven went
s a5 a8 to epyrage never to drink bad winsky when they conld
get sound heer, or sour wine when they could get strong eader

But, ol ! how perverse s human nacuso,  Men wero adunrably
adimomshcd but vet they went astray 3 wretchednes continuedan
every fumly, and the bailiffs were busy m everv houschold.
No cxact scale could be estublished for ¢ mouderauon,”  Every-
body knew how o ¢ guagre * his neighbor, bus nobody lcarned to
“guage” himsell; though something was gained 1w inathematics
for n anan seatcd with a glaes und bottle of brandy, and no rule
but ¢ m.derstion,” made the nearest approach to perpetual motivn
that was cver yet discovered.

Nevesthcless, us no effort is entirely lost, something hud been
gainod by the movement. Mcen, by enquiring whether drunken-
ness was absolutely necersary for the preservation of human hfe,
property, and happincse, learned that sobriety might be, and
learned, furthcrmore, that there could be no surcty fur sobriety,
wimlo men, wishing to be suber, poured down their throats any
portson of a hignd, 1hat, to a certainty, unsobered them, snd crea-
ted n vile uppetite fur drink, that would only end with death,
‘Tl led tu the establishnient of socicties pledged 1o total abst-
nence from all that can intoxicate, anu from that day the vauso of
temperance has gone on prospering and to prosper ; and, perhaps,
the organations known as Rechabites and Sons of Temperance,
winch insute cmbodunent and combined action, are the final
m asure that will give strength, steady aclivity, and permanent
vitality to the beannful spirit of this Temperance Reformation.

M en, too weak individually for the exccation of great opera-
tiuns, have found success in the principle of associativn, through
which almost nuracles are accomplished,  The indivrdual man
wearies and sleeps—he grows old and he dies While he sleeps,
the cvil one sows tarcs on lus prepared ground, and when he dies
they grow up to hide the labors of lus hand ; but the well ordered
sucicly ncver wearics, never sleeps, and never dics, und where the

' st 18 good and the smnd wiling, there s perpetual youth, hope,

vigar, nnd clasticity, which watches the prepared ground , nur-
tures the tender plauts, and finally gathere 1n the luxuriant har.
vest.

We have not only to build up—we must first bresk down. See yon
woodman go forth to the forest.  How grand and yet how beautiful,
but profitless, are those uncrent trecs, stnkang their roots deep mto

the eurth, and spreading therr green branches wide abroad, towards |

the sky. ‘Fhey ape fulled—the furous firc rushes over them, and

os it passes away wo sec enly a broad blackened field of broken abroad upan the carth's wide earface, and count the number o
tugged waste, unscemly o the cye; but suon comes the busband. | true hehievers.  Has it not pleased Prowvidence in the midst d
man, year after year, through sun and fros!, through ram and | grossness, darkness, and vilo supersiition, always tu preserve
| chosen race; few perhaps in numbers, but still sufficient to bo the

storin, hie laburs to remove the tocks and stumps, and smooth the
incqualities of the ground, tll there 18 an expansc lovely to bebold,
verdant or golden with ripe gram, 1o make glad the heart of man,
and heibage for lus helper. So, brethren, when we assal those
pnmeval wilds of ancient prejudices and error, or o anliquated
customs of bygone tuncs, vur first nssaults may appear to thieaten
nogghit but destruction and desolation—bhut afterallis accomplish.

| ed, when ersur is corrected and delusion has passed away, how

begutiful and how beneficent appears the work of our hande.
Much reform must commence with destruction.  We demolish
the hovel, before we build up the palace that could nat stand on
the same foundation, and 80 must we trcat Ume-worn abuses i
sociely. .

Thg Indcpendent Ordor of Rechabites was first established in
America m the jear 1842, sevon years ago.  What e seven years
in the hfc of & nan, und how much less in the hfe of an Insti.
tition? We have not emerged from infancy, and hike the fabled
ticreules who on lus crudle strangled serpents, have, winle yet in

i our swaddling clothes, strangicd many serpents, and give fuir

promigc that when arnved at ago and manhood, we may cxternit-
nate the rzther of them ail.

In 1811, flve: yenrs ago last spring, the firat Rechalnto Tent wy
established in Montre:l. A new broom aweeps clean, Aays he
proverb—new fushions are slways fascinating, and either frum 1’
novelty wf the ides always captivating to tho weak and though, |
lese, or the existence of u belter spint'; the Order rapudly inerea.
ed, and three other tents were estabhshed in rapid sucerssin 3
Evergthing pronnsed a cenntimued increase, when, suddenly, e
love of many waxed cold, mert indifference succeeded to zealua )
propagundism.  Brethren, the most active for a time no longy
comoe near our tents after pazeing through the chairs of officee
Few candidates applicd [ nitnngenn 3 the emigration from tie
city, consequent upon depression of busminess, further rodored o
runks, and muny resudents ceased to be members, by neglect in py
mg quarterly duca, Gl we are now, 1 the ety of Montreal, reducs¢
to the three Tents, numbenng i all ane handred and nincty.oee
members good on the baoks,  "T'he two councry tents of Phidipsbeey
and Stanbr.dze, especially the former, are cnlivened by & far beusr
spint,  Many whu have censed tn pay dues, have remamed fah
ful to Rechalnte engngementa,  But it 13 grievous to refleet,
u 1an Ay be good on the huoks, without being & good Reche
bute, for, had all these members remembered theic vows, and ne
fovked back, after putting their hand to the plough, another qn
would to-day animate our Order, and [ shounld not be called ups
to deplore a fulirg away from that adm-rable enmhusiasin whih
ammated so muny but a few years since

By the general returns of our Order, published two years ap
hy the $Hgh ‘U'ent, st appears there were then twenty-six Distnet,
onc hundred and minety-one ‘Fents, and 9000 Members, whos
Jmnt funds amounted to 840,000, Tt vxtends to all parts of tbe
Amernican Union, and prubably has gone on increasing in numben,
though 1 have no evidence to authorise me in saymg that tho 1
credse has beet i any way commensterate with the noblences
our pretensions, At the sime tune, another Qrder called the Son
of Temperance established, uporr an orgunization und laws ncary
a transerpt of our own, has beeome amazingly popular.  Law
on the field than wursclves, they already nuinber over 200,00
meinbers, and are rapdly arganz ny Divisions in almost even
village of note in the United States, Upper Canada, and the tows
ships.

(llhildrcn of Rechab! does it not becone us to enguire, why Jf
two kindred orgamsations m the sacred cause of temperance, tha
under onc name shonld be o popular, and that under anotbe
namne, su_much less so?  Is there any thing repulsive in e
namo of Rechabites 7 Tt may be so, hut for myself T bike it, fu
I dehight in commemnratng the mem ry of that staunch old ser
vant of the Most [high, Jonadub the so. of Rechab, who battkd
for the ngitt near 3V0U years ago, and whose children were Lles.
ed three centuries afterwvards, for continuing faith(ul to the injune
tion, ¢ drink no wine.”  Mahonict made this inju..ction a probs
bt to therwr descendants and whole tribes of these people hast
to this day obeyed steadily the precept, * drink no wine,”  Sup

pose that we to-day only number, in America, 3000 true Rechab
ues.  ‘Ihwos miore than the remnant of 7000 who never bowed
the knee {0 Buant; and whnt has that 7000 now become? Lok

conservators of eternal trath, and become an active leaven to
liven and regencrate the moral energies of mankind ?

Children of Rechab ! ours is wn nbjcet magmficent in design,
we recluim the wandcerer, we visit the sick, we proteet the widor
and orphan, and we bury the dead. We inculcate all virtuug
ohscrvances, and who shall say that we may not be the chose
instzuments in that great reform which shall convince all me
thut they may be liealthy wuhout pmsonous stimulants, lrvel
without fury, sociul without sillincss, ardent withont intexicatia
and able to suppnrt both the joys and sorrows of this world, wib
out convcrllnﬁ their brains intv a hell by the maddening dehinug
of strung drink.

Arc our numbceis kept down by tho the ducs we are ealled ope
to pay? By the gencral constitution of our Order, no candidate
can be inttiated for a less feo than fifteen shillings, und the doo
97 on¢ year eannat be less than four dollars, Our City Tent,
whether wiscly ar not, I pretend rot to determine, have maé
then higher, but with the Sons of Temperance they are mud
less. I 'sce by tho rules of the Preecott Divirion which was latel

sent to e, that the initiation feo iathere fixed at ten shillings, ard




