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emotions of love to God, and benevolence to man. It is true

nat the tight direction and exercise of tiis poruon of man’s
satute can only be committed with satety and certainly toa
hizher guidance than that of man; but we have the clearest
scriptural authority, as well as the most undoubted evidence
from experience and ehservation, that the first and most im-
portant duty devolving upon thase who engage in the rtes-
ponsible charge of the youns,is that of endeavonring to
preserve them morally from the evils existing in the world,
wid to fit them at the same time for filling a place there,
with satisfaction to themselves, and uvsetulness to others.

Morally, then, as well as physically, man needs to look
into the world as it is, just as he would look into it for the
choice of a trade, or a profession, likely to be prosperous
hut, at the same time with a degree of earnestaess, propor-
tiouned to the supeiior value attaching to a man of worth,
over a man of wealfh, or worldly distinctian.  With this
object in view, a4 parent needs as much to considet whether
there is any prevailing evilin the probable future course of
his son, Jikely to eadang:r his moral being, as he does to
consider whether there is any preveiling tone or tendency
of the public mind which is likely to prove injurious to his
worlidly presperity. Many parents are well acquainted with
this earnsst, and often prayerful, looking forward into the
future for the moral preszivation of their children 5 and ac-
cording to their different views of good and evil, and their
Jdifferent degrees of impression with regatd to the require-
ments of Christian duty, variovs plans have been adopted in
families, and even in communities, in the hope, that, by
¢hanging the social hahits of the young, the 1ising genera-
tion may be enabled to escape the temptations cf those who
have gone before them.

Looking abroat upon the waild, ard szeing that the
amusements of the gaming tahle present a dangerous, and
often a fatal spare to the young; secing also that the very
sphiit of gaming, even when craducted on a smaller scale,
has something insidious and often pernicious in its own na-
ture ; but, above all, campating the fearful tuin, the de-
structive passions, and the awful catastrophes of which gam-
ing has been the canse, and the many evils following in
its train, with the very small amount of good it is capable,
under any circumstances, of ¢ffecting, such as the amuse-
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ments of an idle hour, the heguiling of 4 weariness and pain,
or whatever eise might be ingeniously adduced in its fa-
vour—comparing these two features of the case, it has be-
come the unanimous opinion of a large portion of religious
professoss, that the amusement of gaming should be banished

altogether from their families and_homes ; and such is the;
jand the fearful vestiges of their ruin and death laid black-

prevailing conviction of the undesirableness of placing such
a temptation in the way of vouth, that the parents of such
families would shrink with hotror f:om the bare idea of he-
ing themselves convicted of the b bit of card-playing,even
without ptaying for money.

But there is another prevaiiing habit throughout English
Society to 2 far greater extent than that of gaming— a habit
which has mined thoussnds, where gaming has ruined one
—a habit which has been the cause of ctimes, to which

! do se for the gaod of the great human family,even were there

in full view of thus appnhiing fact, the tenderest parents, the
most scrupulous heads of tamihes, the Christian guardians of
the young, are seen every day playing—as they call it in-
noccntly—at this favourite game, and justifying themselves
in doing so—telting the world that if, by their example, theur
children should become Jesperate gamesters, it is no fault of
theirs,— they have played harmlessly for their whole lives
—they entertain no wrony feelinyg while thus engaged—the
spint of gaming, as a pecnicious spirit, has never agitated
their minds : they rather esteem themselves performers of
an act of merit, in exhibiting before their children the su.
preme virtae of moderation, by going just so far and ro far-
tner : in short—and the whole truth 1s generally embolied
in this conclusion—they like the amusement, and they see
no reason why they should give it up because others are not
content to play in moderation.

‘There is a large portion of the human race who will do
anything for their tamilies, anything for society, anything
tor the world, but give 1, what they enjoy. They will en-
gave in any g:eat underiaking, at any ik of trouble or ex-
pense 3 but ask of them to lay aside any little personal in-
dulgeuce, and they not only refuse, but are offended at the
request. And yel the very spirit of love—of love to Christ,
and lave to man—is one which prompts the free and gene-
rous saciifice of any personal gratification that may standin
the way of ansther’s goad, or that may be opposed in its re-
mote or itnmediate consequences to the cause of the Sa-
viour wpon earth.  Whatever actions spring out of the deep
fountain ol tuis love, are in their v 1+ nature free, they can-
not be constrained 3 and it is the noolest presogative of an
enlightened and benevelent being, to offer up unsparingly
whatever is merely a gratification of self-love, if requirec‘]’m

not interest of a nearer and dearer character demanding the
immediate personal considerations of every patent.
Suppose for a moment, it had come to our knowledge that
a society was formed in some foreign couniry, for the ex-
press purpnse of intioducing into the ccmmon articles of
English food some drug of poisonous quality, with the de-
sign of destroying sixty thousand individuals every year, by
the most cruel, and sometimes lingeting death. Suppose the
puison to he siow and insidious In its operation, such o
many constitutions could entirely resist, and even partake of
daily withaut the least apparent injury. Suppose, however,
that no one knew until full trial had been made, which wen
constitutions thus calculated to escape ; while, on the other
hand, the cerlain cas:s of injury were daily before our eyes,
their cries of phrenzy or of agony resounding in our ear,

ening in our daily path. Suppose, too, that to the constitu-
tons most liable to be imjurcd by the poisen, it possessed 3
peculiarly insidions kind of charm, cds)culated to quiet all
apprehiensions of danger, ac. at the same time to increas
and stimulate the appetite which it gratified, to the extentd
absolute craving, so that in its most pernicious operation, i
was always most desiied and sought.  Suppose the sociel
combining for such fatal purposes, had discovered that ther

thase of gaming, however dark and horrible In themselves,

have been comparatively rare—a hahit which has cal!ed;

forth floods of tears, ta which those of the gamester and his;
n—a ha%it whiching it with all the tea that was used,

family have been but as rivers to the ocea

has destroyed the body at the same time that it ruined the!p-

soul, producing a degree of degradation, weakaess, and in-
capability of restoration, beyond what bears comparicon
with any other cause—a habit which, in the full extent and
misery of its debasing and destructive power, can never he,
computed until the depths of Hell shalf render up their mel- |
titudes to stand before the judament s-at, to tell by,
whom, and by what means, they were seduced into the fatal 3
snaze which ied them on unknowingly at first, to that dark
prison of eternal gloom—the Drunkard’s grave, And yet|

poison was most welcome, and therefore most effectual, whes
infused in some well known and familiar beverage, such &
tea, and that consequently they had devised means for mix-
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ttake of that refreshment without imbibing a certain
guantity of the drug, which might, or might not, in theit
case prove a deadly poison, In addition to this, let us sup
pos2 that the finest constitutiens were generally found fo be
the most easily assailed—the child of the mother’s heatt-
her genetous, frank, and noble boy~the pride of his fathes
home—the high-spitited and gifted youth—the joy of the
tamily—the genius, the poet, or the wit: orthe delicatt
and sensitive girl—the fond-hearted and impassioned voc
list, whose song was the music of her home—the tende




