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ADDRESS TO PRESBYTERIES IN S8COTLAND,

sion which Mr. Allan describes, is, yet ho gives hopes
from the expericnce that he has had and from the
opinion of many intelligent persons, that congrega-
tivns in conncetion with our church might eventually
be formed and supported 5 but that in the mean time
the oid of missionaries, pertly at least supported by
wmissionary funds, would for a perivd berequired ; and
of these not less than nine would be necessary, ade-
quatcly to occupy the stations in the Presbyicry of
Hamilion. What a mournful picture of a vast
population, mostly abandoned to total ignorance
of the things ncedful to salvation, or to the in
fluence of wild and visionary delusions! What a
field for missionary zeal! What an opening for our
church to muke hersclf honorably uscful in the Lord’s
cause!

Mg. Ganniner, of Fergus, in the township of Ni-
clio), states that he is the only minister of our church
in the district on which he reports, consisting of about
580 square miles. The Presbyterians he reckons to
be about 1300, exclusive of American Presbyterians
who may numaber about 180. ¥le mentions the exer-
tions made by the people of Woolwich, to build a
church, and that perhaps, £60 or upwards might be
raised towands the support of a minister. He states
likewisethat there is a considerable Presbyterian popu-
lation in the township of Erin, poor and scattered,
much requiring a missionary who could preach both
in English and Gaelic, but not able to contribute
more than perhaps £25.

TueGore axD Niacara Districts. At Puslinchthere
is a large Scotch population,somewhat divided in their
sentiments hut who would ncverthcless welcomea minis-
ter of our church among them, and contribute a small
sum to his support. From this towards the head of
the lake, and extending back as far as the Grand
River, and to St, Catharines, in the Niagara district,
there are only Mr. Stark at Dundas and Ancaster,
and Mr. Gale at Hamilton, in conncction with our
Synod.  Hercisa wide ficld for the labor of several
missionaries,and stations where several ministers might
eventuully, and even speedily, be settled—as upon the
Grand River, where considerable desire for the estab-
lishment of a minister of our church hasbeen mani-
fested, and where perhaps half of an adequate stipend
might be subscribed—and likewise in Saltfleet where
they have built a church—and in Binbrook, taken in
connection with it, a clergyman might ere long be
supported entirely, and wherc at present they have
only occasicnal and very rare visits from ministers of
our church.

Mr. McGull hasthe pastoral charge of the church
at Niagara, and Mr. Mclatosh has a very extensive
missionary range in the district; but there arc scveral
stations inthe Niagara district where much indif-
ference and much irreligion prevails, which call loudly
for the labors of missionaries, and wherc eongre-
gations might in the course of time be formed.
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Mn. Fercuson, reports of the district back from
Esquesing, that thereis a large Preshyterian popula-
tiun, scattered however, and that  wmany have ex-
erted themselves with much zeal to procure the admin-
istration  of the ordinances of rehigion among them,
but that there are many who are sunk in a sad state of
spiritual darkness, and gross neglect of religious dutics;
that many who make proftssion of Christ, shew by
therr neglect of sceret and private religious duties that
they lave only anome to hve while they are dead—
profess to know God but in works deny him. At
Nussagawaga, and at the village of Norval, churches
are bult and the people, though able to subscribe but
fittte for the support of a minister, might make up
from £40 to £50. Even these places, however, are not
supplied; and the destitution is otherwise so great that
M. Ferguson esimates that at least nine or ten mis-
sionaries might be regularly and usefully employed
in the Presbytery of Toronto. How many
souls are here perishing for lack of knowledge
and of the means of grace, how many of the
rising gencration are growing up in ignorance, infideli-
ty,and vice! Surely the sympathy of our christian
fellow countrymen wall bestir them to lend their aid in
removing their evils 1

Mz. McKnrican includes in his report, 18 town-
ships surrounding Linke Suncoe, containing a popula-
tion of upwards of 12000, of which the majority are
Scotch, Mr, McKillican is the only minister of our
church who labors in this extensive and populous dis-
trict. There are Episcopal churches in three of the
townships, and three Episcopal clergymen in all, one
priest, scveral Moethodist Preachers, one indepen-
dent, and one Scotch seceder, In  Thorah, Eldon,
Onllia and Innisfail, there are Presbyterian churches,
and in West Gwilliambury,there are two. Thorah, El-
don, Brock and Oro, could each furnish sufficient labor
for a mimster; and Medonte, Sunnidale, and Nottawa-
saga, could contribute considerably in conjunction with
ncighboring  scttlements  to  support &  minister
Datficultics no doubt must be incurred at first in forming
congregations even under advantageouscircumstances;
and forcign aid might be for some time necessary, but,
with so destitute, yet so hopeful a field as that described
in Mr. McKillican's report, thc excrtion ought surcly
to be made to supply it, and the temporary assistance
readily affordsd. Mr. McKillican says, ¢ our appeal to-
our father land when our spiritual apathy and destitu-
tion are properly represented cannot, and will not,be in
vain ; but we have a part to perform—let not the fault
be ours; the time is come when by a combined cffort
both herc and at home, the ditficultics may be over-
come.”

Mr. Kercray, in his return, embraces the district
of Hastings besides thetwo townships of Murray and
Scymour,in the Newcastle district, containing a popu-
fation of upwards of 13,000. The actunl Pres.
byterian population is not more than 900, but many,
the descendants of Presbyterian parcnts, are included




