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"Ihese questions appear te me to be very simple, and free from any difii-
culty,

An extensive series of Railways in Canada. on the north side of the St.
Lawrence, is developing itselt mpidly 5 part of it is alicady in operation, a
large portion fast progressines, and other lines in contemplation, e coms-
mencement of winch st speedily tuhe pliee.

The comneree of this extensive and productive country has scarcely any
outlet at preseat. bt throngh the Ste Lawrence, which s seaded up during
sivmonths of the yeat and therefore very miperfectly answers the purposes
of a great connnervial thoroughiare,

Toxperience, both in this and other countries where mibways hine come
into nvalry with the best savigable risers, has demonstrated, beyond the
possibility”of question. that this new deseription ol locamotion is capable of
supersediteg water earringe wherever economy and despateh are sequired §
and even where the Latter s of little importance. the capabilities ofa ratlway,
propaily managed. may <til be made available, snply for economy.

The great object, however. of the Canadian system of milways is not to
compete with the River St Lawrence wineh will contunie toa ccommodate
it certain portion of the tidlic of the country. but to bring those rich pro-
vinees into direct and casy connection with all the ports on the Fast Coast of
the Atlantic, from Hahiinx 1o Boston, and even New York.—and consequently
throtgh these ports. neater to Europwe,

17 the line of Railway communication be pénmitted 0 1emain severed by
the 81 Lawrenee, it 15 obvivus that the benetits which the system is caleu-
lated to confer upon Canada niust jematn in @ great extent nugatory, and
of a loeal charaeter.

Fhe Province will be compamtively insulated. and cut off from that coast
to which her comumerce naturally tends; the tratiic trom the West st
either continue to adopt the water conumunication. or. what ix more rmlmhlc
—nay, | should say. certain—it would cross into the United States, by those
lines nearly completed to Butlalo. crossing the river near Niagara.

No one who has visited the countiy, and made hinelt” acquainted only
pattially with the tendencies of the trade which is growing up on all sides
m Upper Canada, can fail to perecive that if vigorous steps be taken to
render milway communication with the Fastern Coast through Lower
Camada vnintersapted, the whale of the praduce of Upper Canadia will fined
its way to the Coast through other channels 3 and the system of” lies now
compiced in your undertakmg will be deprived of that tratlic upon which
You have very reasomably caleolated.

In short. 1 cannot conceive anything so fatal to the satisfactory develop-
ment of yonr Railway as the postponement of the bridue across the aiver
at Montreals  “The hine cannot, mowy opimon. fultil its abject of being the
high road for Canadian prduce, ool this work s completed 5 and looking
at the cuonmons extent of neh and prosperons country which your system
intersects. and at the amonns of capital wWhich has been alteady, or is m the
progress or prospeet of being expended. there is inmy mind no soom for ques-
tion as to the expedieney—ndeed. the absolute necesaty of the completion
of this bridge, upon which. 1 am persuaded, the successful issue of your
geeat undertakmy mainly depemts.

I s, Gentlemen. yours faithfully.
Rouext STEPHENSON.

To the Dircctors of the Grand Tnmk Rwulway of Canada,

Canndian Institute.

At a general meeting of the Institute, held on the Gth of May,
1834, the following resolution was adopted :—

“That the amalgamation of the Toronto Athenceum with tho
Canadian Institute be agreed to, and be carried into effect accord-
ing to the conditions sct forth in the communication from the
Council, which has just been read.”

The Communication from the Council consisted of a recom-
mendation to adopt and act upon the Report of the Special
Committees of the Canadian Institute and Toronto Athenzeum,
appointed to confer on the subject of the union of those Institu-
tions.

CANADIAN INSTITUTE.—COAL IN CANADA.

[1854,

The Report nlluded to, together with the resolutivn of the
Council, are given in full on page 195 of this Journal, and need
not, therefore, be repeated heve,

At a meeting of thé Council of the Canadian Institute, held
on Saturday, June 3d, it was resolved—

“That the thanks of the Council be transmitted to Alexander
Mackenzie Ross, Esq, Chief Engineer of the Grand Trunk
Railway, for his kinduess in furnishing the original copy of the
plate of the Victoria Bridge, which appears in the June number
of the Canadian Jouwrnal.”

A member of the Canadian Institute, distinguished as much
by an ardent love for natural science as for the remarkable
Jiberality with which he enconrages and promotes its study, has
signiticd his- intention of presenting the Institute with a very
commodious piece of fand inthe city of Toronto for the construe-
tion of a building, subject to the condition thid, ¢ither through
the munificence of the Provineial Government or by means of
private liberality, the necessary funds for the erection of a suit-
able building be cusured.  We hope to enjoy the privilege of
being more explicit and definite in the July number.

Canl in Canadx,

We have observed with much regret that the question of the
existence of coal in Canada West is again revived. The dark-
coloured bituminous shales of the Utica slate have been once
more mistaken for the « black diamond.”  T'he shales alluded
to in a letter which has lately acquired a very wide circulation
throughout this country by means of the provincial press, are
many thousand fact below the true coal measures, and no witder
speculations eould be indulged in than attempts at finding eoal
where those black shales appear.  Sensible persons will svon be
perfectly satisficd on this matter by the speedy publication in
this Jowrnal, of a paper #On the Physieal Structure of Western
Canada,” by W, E. Logan, F.R.S, and G.S. Provincial Geolo-
gist. The delays which have arisen in the publication of that
distinguished geologist's paper, have proceeded from the great
difliculty which has been experienced in obtaining a correct cop-
perplate engraving of a geological map of Western Canada. We
hope, however, 10 be able to enrich the pages of thz lirst number
of the third volume of the Canadian Journad, to b2 published in
August next, with an aceurate plate of Mr. Logan’s most valuable
and instructive map.

The Qucbee Meteorological Table for April was received at
the oftice of the Canadian Journal, on Tuesday, the 13th June.
This unusual delay will probably form an excuse for its non-
appearance in the present number,  As yet, we are quite unable
to conjecture with whom the fault lies. We hope that it will

be found side by side with its May brother in our next issue.



