THE PRESBYTERIAN.

Take the statisties of the Church as one
instance of the systematic disobedience to
the injunctions of Synod. For years the
urgent want of trustworthy information
regarding the Congregations of the Church
has been felt. Year after year, the Synod
called for them, the Convener and Com-
mittee worked hard to obtain them: letters
were written, circulars issued, every means
wade use of to procure the much needed
returns. In 1859, a most valuable report,
<o far as it went, was made of the statis.
tics of the Church for 1858. The arrange-

went of the columns was adwmirable, the
heads under which the iuformation was to
be classified were exceedingly well devised,
the returns received were dissected, and ,
collated, and divided and brought tdgether

in a very able and elaborate manner, and

were, after all the toil, thought and carc of

the Committee—as displayed by the im- |
mense sheet to Le found in the Minutes of

Synod for 1859—invaluable, that is, worth

nothing, for the simple reason that out of

102 schedules issued to Kirk Sessions, only |
61 were sent back to the Convener filled |
up! Since that date, no statistics have ,
been reccived. For cight years, we know ,
nothing as a Church of what we are doing. |
Is it at all probable that this disgraceful

state of affairs would have been allowed to :
existhad Presbyteries been doing their duty?
We do not believe it, and it is high time
to bestir ourselves, to call upon our Pres-
byteries to shake off the lethargy which
seems to have beset them, to

*« Awake, asise or be for ever f2ilen.”

Until there s a little more Presbyterian-
isin and a good deal less congregationalisin
in our Church; until the Church Courts
fecl more strongly the necessity for excercis-
ing proper supervision over the charges
within their bounds, and ministers and
Kirk Sessions feel more decply the obliga-
tion to obey the injunctions of Synod, there 4
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can be no true remedy found for the evil
complained of, and we may repeat the

.words of our correspondent with deep re-

gret: * Speak of the Church not prosper-
ing! it does not deserve to prosper, when
so little exertion is made to make it sue-
ceed. Had this Church been a branch of
any commercial house in Montrea), there
would long ere this have been a thorough
sifting of the causes which have kept it
back, and cffectual means taken to prevent
further :injury being done” That such
means may be taken, and that they may be
effectual to heighten the spiritual life within
our Church, without which all material
prosperity is but a delusion, is doubtless
the fervent prayer and wish of all her true
members and adherents.

It is understood that Professor Weir has
abandoned his appeal to the Judicial Com-
mittee of the Privy Council, and that the
long and expensive litigation arising out
of this suit against the Queen's College
Trustees isat an end. In the action for
libel brought against one of the Trustees,
and arising out of the sbove case, Professor
Weir was nonsuited, and has had to give
security for the costs.

The Synod of our Church holds its next

, meeting in Montreal. It isscarcely neces-

sary to recommeng to the members of our
Church bere the duty of hospitality to the
representatives who will be present.  That
is a virtue in which Montreal has never
been lacking. Arrangements will undoubt.
edly be made by a committee for that pur-
pose, to ascertain what provision may be
necessary for the number of members ex-
pected, and it would be well that this
should be done at as early a date as pos-
sible, so that when those from a distance
arrive they may at once be attended to.

Helos of onr @lnre).

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.—NISSION-
ARY MEETING3. -

The missionary mectings which the January
storm prevented the first appointed deputation
from the Presbyters of Montreal, and the agent
of the church from holding at Hemmingford,
Russeitown Flats and Nosth Georgetotwn, were
held on the 18th 19th and 20th of February. Ad-
dresses on the dutics of the church to missions
in geaeral, and particalariy 1o our Home Mis-

i ings were well atteaded.

sion schemes, were delivered by Messrs. Camp-
bell and Fraser, the only membters of the se-
cond deputation who were able 1o be present;
Mr. W_ M. Black be! : hindered by relative du-
tics from accompatn. ag the deputation ag ap-
pointed by the Preshyiery.

Considering ' :adness of the sleighing,
from the want o1 .ow, an uanlooked for cala-
mity in & Lower Canada February, the meet-
In Hemmingford



