TR COMMEROIAL/.

The Annoyances of Business.

¢ It is aggravating to observe a party delib-
erately eclling off your goods, when you know
you will nover get a cent for them,” remarked
a wholesalo merchant tho other day, as he
spoko of tho salo of goods at a rotail store in
Winnipeg. The merchaut then wont on and
reported tho story of the deal to The Commer
cial as fullows. Douglas & Co. was the namo
of a business concern carrying on trade in
boots and shoes, eto., at tho town of Port.
age la Prairie, in this province, Mrs.
Douglas was nominally the solo partner, though
her husband, Hamlton Douglas, was the mana-
ger and apparently the head and front of the
business. During last fall Douglas & Co.
bought freely from Winnipeg and eastern
houses. Later ou a claim owing to a Winmpeg

houso fell due and was not met., A writ was
issued coveribg tho amount ; namely, $300
Before service of the writ, however, J, S.
Douglas of Winnipeg, a brothor, stepped in
with a snap Judgment to the amount of about
$1,000, Mrs, Douglas could not be found, and
though the remaining creditors tssued writs,
they could not get service of them. Douglas,
it is said, proteesed completo ignorance of the
whereabouts of his wife. The stock was sold
under the exccution in favor of tho Winnipeg
brother, for 11 cents on the dollar, and was
nominally purchated by one MacDonald, but
it romained in the hands of Douglas. The
lawyere who woro acting for Douglas, and who
were owuers of the building occupied by Doug-
las % Co., cameo in with a claim of $200 for
ono yea's rent, taking goods out of the
ttore to esatisfy the claim. This claim
for rent, together with the judgment
of the brother, consumed the entire
stock, and left the other creditors without a
cent. The stock was advertised for sale at
slaoghter prices, with H. Douglas in chargo,
and later it was moied to Winnipeg, where
the business is being rarried on apparently
under the esame managemeut. QOae creditovr
tried to issue a writ of attachment to stop the
sale of the stock, and offered to give bonds to
the amount of $1,000, but the sheriff at Portage
for some reason could not be induced to allow
the writ to issuc. Later, after the stock wus
all cleared out, he offered to issue tho writ.
The whole affair seems a scandalous transzaction.
Douglas is said to have done a good cash trade
during the fall and winter. He bought goods
to the amount of about §53,000, upon which
practically nothing was paid, and as claimed
not even the rent of the store for a full year
had been paid, which latter liability seems
rather peculiar. The question with the
creditors is, where the money went to, seeing
that it did not go to lessen the liabilities, and
the stock was s0 reduced as not to satisfy the
brother's judgmont. There are several features
about the aflair which cannot be regarded with
satisfaction. Tho failure to reduce liabilities,
the disappearance of Mrs. Douglas to aveid
service and the rent transactiun, etc., all puint
to the urgent need of some change in the law
to prevent such disgraceful occurrences,

fur Traﬁe News.

The London correspondent of the Fur Trade
Review, writing on June I2, says :—** As ex.
pected, the June aales caused very little change
in prices, as bear, opossum, skunk aud mink
sold at about BMlarch prices. The excessively
large offering of raccoon und musquath forced
tho articles fifteen per cent, downwaid. Rus-
aian zable being a very small aud noor collec-
tion, and entirely void of any good skins, sold
well. Chinchillas advanced to extreme high
prices; some real brought twenty per ceat. por
dozen, and ordinary bastard sold at twenty tive

r cent., the article being much in request
Egth for your market and this, The sale was

fairly well attendod by tho Germauvs, who
geuorally constitnte the main buyors—from
four oity 1 noticed buyers who secured the
best lots of otters as well as martons and other
fine goods. Uonsidering ths very large offor-
ing of Americun and Australian furs, prices
must bave been fairly satisfastory to the ship-
pers.  Although it 18 as yot too early to know
positively what catch to expeot of fur senls,
the Northwest coast colloction is, howover, ex-
pected to bo one-.third less thaan the catch of
1893. Business hus somowhat improved during
the last month, but it is stall far from eatisfac.
tory., Small Russian sable and Northwest
marten carfs are greavly used here. The
weather being ratny tioco tho beginning of
May, and unsuitable for the use of Thibet's boas
and trimmings, demand for same has not heen
very brisk of late, but same are oxpected to
sell well daring tho year. Moire astrachans
continue in demand with the cloak trade, also
marten and sable talls for trimmings, with all
imitations of the samo.”

The Leipzig correspondent of tho Fur Trade
Review, wniting oo June 10, says :—¢* Businvss
in genoral hay been very active duriag tho past
four weeke, the customary quiet partod hnving
followed the Paster Fair, Exporters to Russia
aro heginning to preparo tho first shipmeuts for
the fair at Nijoi Novgorod which will be held
in August, As usual, considerablo parcels of
European foxes havo been purchased for this
purposo ; prices paid wore rather moilorate,
French stone marten of last year’s collection
has been rold very cheap, owners being ready
to dispose of them because o a decline in the
demand for Russia ; fcesh skins are a little
firmer. Fitch is not as tirm as during the
Easter Fair, Rusgsia, howover, continues to pur-
chase, and prices show no remurkable decline.
Primo laod otter skins have been purchased
for plucking: lower grades have met with
some demaud for the Russian Chines trade.
Business in catskins has been rather
dull; large parcels of skins have been
dressed and assorted for retail trade. German
badger in good demand, offerings small. Balkan
chakals and wolves have been parchased for
France at Jow prices. The sale of American
furs was effeoted by the large offering at the
London June sales and some large parcels of
directly imported goods have remained unsold
or been disposed of at low rates; parcels of
skuok have been sold to German and Eoglish
dealers on apeculation; white skins are dyed
skunk color here at present. Supplies of
caccoon have been purchased for Russia and
more will be required; this article will do well
at the present moderate prices; in the fancy
dyed skins the blue and skunk dyed aro prefer
red, sea otter imitation is also in favor. Some
of our manufacturers of seal imitations and
linings are occupied on tne mu-quash orders
left by various purchasers at the Fair; somo
sales of raw sking bave also been noted; par-
cols of musquash have also been taken for
Kussia; the same buyers also secured black
musquash and this article has met with further
sale for lining manufacture in Germany. There
has been the usual sale of Ameiican opossum
for dyiug skank imitations. There has been
very littlo demand fur Australian opossum, as
dyed skins have been at a standstill since
the Easter Fair. Only limited transactions
in mink and marten. Parcels of goed
colored American otter and some medium color
have been taken for Rausia ; red fox has eold
somewhat slowly since the fair ; blue fox has
been purchased for Russia at the prevailing low
figures; there is no demana for lynx, and nutria
sells less freely than one year ago.

The Montreal Trade Bulletin says :—*‘The
market here is demoralized, and stocks on
hand are very heavy ; large stocks are also
reported at Lampson’s.  Prices during the
past season were lower than they have been
for maoy years previous, With the large
stocks that are reported to be on hand and
the low prices that have been ruliog, the
tendency of the market for the coming season
will be very doubtful,”

British Columbia will Benefit by the
Nicaragua Canal.

On ocompletion of the Nicaragna Canal,
freight rates hetwoon the old and new world
wsli drop so materinlly that British Columbia
and the oatire coast country will eventually
becomo the sonrce of rupply in lumber and
wood pulp, cte., for the Kuropean marhete.
This is the way it is explained: It now tikes
a vessel soveral months to reach Kogland from
Vancouver around the Horn. By way of the
Nicaragua Canal the parsage may bo made in
60 days without transhipping, while steamers
can make the canal in eight cfays. aud from the
canal to England in 16 days. It is said thal
the Canadian Pacific railway in coojuaction
with a line of fast steamors, could afford to fix
ratos between British Columbia and Dngland
at figaree corresponding with tho present rates
between Vancouver and San Fraucisco. Here
toforo wood pulp has beon mainly suppliod t.
European markets from Austris, and tho cargo
trapshipped five or six times io passage, and
here by tho aid of the Nicaragua canal, the
coast would far outstrip all competitors, ns the
p*pat pulp of British Columbia and Puget
Sound, inade from the famous gumless spruce,
is said tn bo superior to any pulp in the market,
the rame may bo said of our cottonwood, used
in tho manufacture of fine quality of paper, as
well as tho wood for block paving 8o extonsive
ly used in the large European cities. Eastern
states and Canada will benefit from tho shorter
distance and lower rates of the canal route,
but not 80 materially as the Pacific coast, whose
shippers will be brought in direct compotition
with their hitherto invulnerable *.vals bf the
old world.—Railway Review.

Binder Twins.

Thero hae been uo advance in the price of
binder ¢~.ne in the United States slace the
one fourth cent riise made by the Unitud
States Cordage company, May 28, aund at
present indications are that no further ad
vance will be mado ualess by reason of extra
ordinary demand at harvest time. The aver
age dealer who would ordinarily rush to buy
at the slightest indication of a raise, is ap
parently unconcerned about prices this year,
aud a still further advance would be likely
to find him in the same stato of indifforence.
It is not so much a question of paying one
fourth or one half cent more per pound fur
his twine, because tho farmer will reimburse
him for that outlay, but more a question of
where the money is comiog from to pay for
what twine he is obliged to purchase. Twine
runs into money pretty fast and this is a year
when every dollar tied up in stock means sowe
thing. Of course the dealers who were able to
place their orders before quotations were ad:
vanced will be benefitted by that much per
pound, but they are not namerous.

Thero is likely to be a shortage in the higli=at
grade of twine, manila and pure manila, the
demand for that quality being excessive, thuugh
at present guotations the mediam grades of
standard and standard mixed are cheagper,
figured on the basis of the nominal length each
grade will run to the pound. Tho representa
tive of an Ohio factory was in Minneapolis re
ceatly, seeking to exchange a contract for sev-
eral thousand pounds of pure manils, for the
same amount of a lower grade, but his misston
wes unseccessful.

Quotations on raw material have advauced
somewhat during the past sixty deys, which is
one reason for the advaoce in twine,

There are rumors, which appear to be auth.
tic, that three of the largest indopondeut
twine factories are about to be abrorbed by the
United States company. In fact, it is practi-
cally sottled in at loast ono case. This will re
inove one of the greatest obatacles from the
path of the succescor to the National, and if
the negotiations in the other two cases prove
successful, the twine, busineas, from the maau-




