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The Annoyances of Blusines,
IlIt le aggravatinig to observe a party dclib-

erately eclling off your goode, when yen kaow
yen wili nover get a cent for thens," remarked
a wholesale morchant the other d ay, as ho
spoke cf the sale of gonds at a retaîl store la
WVinnipeg. The merehisut thon went on and
reported the story o! the deat te The Commer
ciel as fuiloîva. Douglas & Ca. wves tise namne
of a business couccrn carryiog on trade in
boots and sisces, etc., et the totvn cf Plort-
age la Prairie, la this province. Mlrsi.
Douglas was nominally the sole partner, thougb
ber busband, Hlamilton Douglas, wus tise mana-
ger and apparently tho head andI front of the
business. I)uriog last feit Douglas & Co.
bought tresly fromr Winnipeg and eastern
bouses. Leter on e dlaim owiuag ta e ý Wînîîpeg
house felI due and ives not met. A writ was
insued coveriug tise emoant ; uemely, $300
Before service of thse writ, ksoweveî', J. S.
Douglas o! %Vinuipeg, a lîrother, stepposd in
with a zunap juîhRmont ta tise entosunt ef about
$1,000. NuIra. Douglas could not ho found, and
tbough thb remeining credttor8 issued write,
tbey could uaL get rervice et themn. Douglas,
it is saisi, profeesed compleo ignorance of the
whorceboute cf bis wîte. Tise stock wes suld
ner tise oxecatioa la favor et tse W'innipeg

brotser, for Il cents on tise dollar, and wes
nominally purcheeced by eue MacDonald, but
it romained in tise bauds cf Douglas. The
lawyera wbo woro acting for Douglas, and wbe
woeo owners et tise building occupied by Doug-
las & Co., camne iu with a dlaim o! $200 for
one yeai's rent, teking geoda out et the
ctore ta s.etiafy tise claim. Tisis caims
for rent, tegother with tise judgment
of tht brother, consamed the entire
stock, anud lott the other ereditors witisout a
cent. Tise stock was advertised for sale et
slaaghter prices, witis H. Douglas iu charge,
and later it wai mot cd ta Winnipeg, tvhere
the business is being rerried on appareatly
under tise rame management. One creditar:
trled te issue a writ of attacisment te stop tise
sale a! tise stock, and offered ta give bonds ta
thse ameunt of $1,000, but tise sberiff et Portage
for sema reason could net ho induced ta ale w 1
thse wrjt to issue. Later, at ter tise stock was
ail clearad out, ho offered ta issue the writ.
Tbs whoio affair eeems a scandalous transaction.
Douglas in said ta have done a good rash trede
duriuig the fali and teinter. lio bougbt goode
ta tise amount of about $5,000, upon wbich
precticaily notbing was paid, end as cleimed
not evea the rent of tise store for a full year
lied been paîd, vuhicis latter liabulity seeme
ratiser peculiar. Tise question iitis the
creditors is, whiero the Morsey weut te, seeing
that it did not go ta lessen tise liabilitiea, and
the stock was s0 reduced as not to aatîsfy thse
brotîser's jedgmont. Tisere are several feature8
about tise aflair whicis cannot be regarded witb
satisfaction. Tise feilure ta reduce liabalitles,
tise disappearance o! Mra. Douglas ta avoid
service snd tbhe rent transactiuns, etc., ail peint
ta tise urgent need of sorne change in tise law
ta prevout aucis disgreceful occurrences.

Fur Trado News.
Tise Loudon correspondent et tise Fur Trade

Reviewv, writing on Jante 12, says -Il As ex-
pected, tise June sales ceused very little change
in prices, as Istar, opossum, bkunk aud mink
sold et about March prices. Tho excessively
large offerine cf raccoca and mueusqasi forced
tise articles tteen par cent. downwaid. Bus-
sien sable being e very smell a.Il lioor collec-
tion, and ontirely voidi o! any good s3kins, sold
weli. Chinchillas advanced ta extremo bigi
prices; soins rend broegbt twenty per ccnt. Pcf
dozen, and urdinary bastard 8old et twenty tive

g.r cent., tise article beiog mach in requet
oths fer yaur market and this, The sale was

falrly wsll attendeui by tho 91ormans, who
gencrally Cntituite thes main buyors-roîn

rour city 1 noticed buyers %vis securcd the
hes.t lots of otters as weIl a& inertens and otiser

fine good9. Consldering tis vory largo aller.
ing ofAmerictin and Austràlian fors, prices
muet bave been fair»' sat i8ta tory ta the dhip,
peýrs. Although It se as yet ton early ta know
poultivoly whtt catch to expeot of for sehlg,
the Northwest coant collection in, hiowever, ex-
pected ta bo one.third less thau tin catch of
1893. Business lias somrowhsat improved d uriothe last montît. but it in sutîl far from entislac.
tory. Small Itussian sable and Nurthwest
marten roirfa are greatly uned here. The
wcather bciisg rasoy sioco tho beginnisig of
May, and unsuitabls for the tien of Thibet'a boas
and trimmînge, demand for tame han not heen
very brisk of late, but saine are expocted to
Bell weli dnring the year. Moire aqtrachans
continue in demnand with the cloak trade, aiso
inarten and sable talls for trimînings, wîth ail
Imitationq of the game."

in general bai heen very active duriag tho pit
four wccke, the customary quiet p3riod havîng
foliowed the -.aster Fair. Exporters ta Itesa
are beginnn ta prc pare the first shipmeouts% for
the fair et N ijoi Novgorod which wvîll bo held
in Auguet. As usuel, considerablo parcela of
Europpan foxes have been purchasedl for this
purpose ; prices paid woec rather molerate.
French atone marten of lait year's collection
ha" been Éold vcry cbeap, owners being read
to dispose of theni because of a declinle ln th
dcmand for Rnssia , fresh skins are a uie
firmer. Fitch is not as tirmn as string th
Ester Fair, Russie, however, continues to pr.
chase, and prices show no remarkable deoline.
Prime laods otter akins have been purcbaied
for plucking: lowor grades have met witb
some demnaud for the Russian Chincts trede.
Business in catakins bas been rather
duil ; large parcels of skins have been
dreseed and assorted for retail tradie. Germais
bedger in good demand, offoriogeasmall. B3alkanî
chekals and %volv'es have beesi purchased for
France et low prices. The sale of Amesican
furi vrai effected by the large offering et the
London Jane sales and saime large parcels nf
direotly insported goods have rensained unsold
or been disposed of nt low rates ; parcels of
akuok bave been sold te German and Eoglish
dealers on apeculation ; white bkins are dyed
skunk color here at present. Supplies of
raccoon have beau purcbesed for Rushia and
more will ha required; this article will do wt l
et thse present moderato prices; la the fancy
dyed skins the bines and skuok dyed are prefer
rod, sea, otter imitation is aise in fevor. Somne
of or manufacturera cf seal imitations and
linluge are occupied on tne mu-quaih orders
left by various purchasers at the Fair; esîno
Billes of raw skins bave aise been noted; par-
rols of musqueshbhave aise been taken for
mussia; thse saine buyers aise secured black
musquash and this article bas mîet witb further
sale for lining mnanufactuare in Germauy. Tbero
lies belon thse usual sale of Ametican opossum
for dying skunk imitations. There bas bt.en
very littie demand fur Austrelian opossum, as
dyed skins have been eit a standstili since
the Easter Fair. Only limited transactions
in mink and marten. Parcels cf gond
colored American otter and sortie medium color
have ben taken for RsssEia ; rosi fox bas eold
somnewhat slowly since thse fair ; blue fox bas
been purchased for Russia at thse prevailing low
figures; there is no demanci. for lynx, and nutrie
selle leas freely than one yeer ega.

The Montreal Trade Bulletin scys :-",The
market bore is demoraiizod, and stocks; on
band are very beavy ; large stocks are aise
rcported et Lampson'e. I'rice8 dnrboig thse
past season were lower than tbey have been
for many year8 previaus. XVith the large
stocks that are rieported ta be on hand and
the low prices that haves been ruling, the
tcndency of thse market for the coming %eanon
will ho vory doubtful."
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British Ciolumbia wiIl Bonofit by the
Nicaragua Canal.

On completion of the Nicaragua Canal,
freight rates iserwooen tho old and now world
wil, lirop se mnsserialiy that British Columbla
and thse entiro const country wil eventuelly
becomo thse source of rupply in lumbîir and
wood pulp, (ec., for the European markete.
17bis ie tIhe iay it lis explained : It now tikes
a vessai soiveral monthi to reach England fronui
Vancouver around tise lioras. By way of tise
Nicaragua Canal the parsag 0May ho made il.
60 deys witbout transhipplng, w hile steamern
eau meke the canal in eight days, and froîri tht,
canal ta F,îsland in 16 rlays. It la said tisat
tise Canadian Pacifie railway lu c=ijnction
wlth a line of 'st steamers, cosihi afford to fi%
rates betweon British Columbia andi Hnglanl
et figurer correspondlug wlth thse present rates
between Vancouver and San Francisco. Here
tofore %veod palp bas beon maissly sapplled t,,
Ruropean Markets frein Austria, essd tho cargo
traeaphipped five or six tintes in passage, and
here by tho aid of tho Nicaragua canal, th-'
cosit wonld far outstrips ahl competitors, as the
plepir pulp of British Columbia and Puget
SoundI Mnalle tram thse famous grsmlesa apruce,
is Bscd t's bo suporior te aoy pulp in thse market,
tho Paine may bo said of our cottonwood, used
in tise manufacture cf fine quality cf piper, as
well as the wood for block pavlng so extensive
ly used in the large Europeen citios. Eastern
states and Canada will benefit from tise shorter
distance and lower rates of thse canal route,
but not an înaterially as the Pacifie ceait, wbunpe
shippers will ho brought la direct competitints
with their hitherto invuloorable '.vols Mi the
old svorld.-Railway Review.

Binder Twino.
Thrre ha- been o advance in the price ut

binder t- o la the United States sitîce tise
one fourth cent ribse made by tise L'nitd
States Cordiage company, May 28, and at
present indications are thet no further adl
sauce wvill bo nMado tînilesi by reasons of extra
ordinary demand at liarveat time. The avc r
age dealer wlîo would ordinarily rush ta boy
at tise slightcst indication o! a raite, in ap
pirently unconcerned about prices tisis year,
and a stili furtiser advance would ho likely
ta find bim la the saine state of inditlerene.
It in not Bn much a question cf paying uase-
fourth or one half cent more pier pound for
bis twine, becauso tise f4rmner wiII reimbure
himn for that outlay, but more e quinstioü of
w bore ts money in comiag from ta pxy for
wlsat twine be is obllged ta purchase. Twiao
rune into money pretty fast ad this is e yar
%vien every dollar tied up in stock meaus souse
tising. Of course the dealers who were ablo te
place their orders before quotetions wero ad.
vancod will ho benefittod by tîsat mouuls per
pound, but tbey are not nînnereus.

Thero is likely te boea shortage in tIhe higu ot
grade o! twine, Manila and pure nianils, tise
demaisd for that.quality boing excessive, thu>i
at prescrnt quotacions tise medium grades .1
standard and standard mixed are cheai,er,

figured on the basis of the nominal lengtb each
grade will rua ta tise pound. Tise representa
tive o! an Obio factory was la Minneapsolis re
cently, seekiug ta exchaoge a zontract for sev-
eral tîsousaund poandis of pure mansils, for tise
sanie ansount cf a lower gràde, but bis misiiion
W81s snse.cces8fal.

Qootations on raw material have adi'anced
sonsewisat duriog tho past slxty days, whîcb la
one reason for the advence lu twine.

Tisere are rumore. which appear ta be autis
tic, thet three of the largest ioponde-ît
twioe factorie are about ta bo abcorbed hy the
United States company. In fact, it je pracci-
cally sottled in et leair. une case. This wili re
inove one of thse greatest obstacles frein tise
petit cf tbe succencor ta the National, and if
the negotiations in tbe other two cases prove
aucceseful, the twino, business, tram tIhe manu-


