THE COMMEBROIAL.

ORTARIO AGITATED.

Local pulitics in the sister proviuce of O
tariv aro decidedly agitated, and tho outlook
is not vory comforting for oither of the old
political pacties. Besides the Patrons of In
dustry, who are taking an active part in
politics, thero is tho Protestant Protective As
sociativn, which I8 also in the field, and lately
elected a candidate by a large majority. The
PN A., as the association is culled for short,
is an organizaticn which basos its constitution
upon the belief that the Catholics are aggres.
sive and must be checked, and that they are
obtaining too many privileges from the powers
that be. The association is not & native
born Canadian institution. Il was imported
from the United States, and first found a foot-
hold at Windsor on the boundary opposito the
city of Detroit. Tho oath or pledge which
each membor ust subscribe to, is a very
strong and bignted one, even going to far as to
daoclare that the member will not co@atenance
the clection of a Catholic for any public posi.
tion, The association carrics its warfare into
muuicipal eclection matters, as well .2 provin-
cial and Dominion politics. Some mwunicipal
councils in Ootario have becn nominated and
controlled by this association, though it is
worthy of note that at \Windsor, where the
P.P, A, formerly controlied the municipal situa.
tion, the new council for 1894 was elected in a
stiaight and victorious fight againat the asso.
ciation. The peopleof Windeor have evidently
become aroused and have decided to sit on the
P.P.A%.

Thougls theie seems to be 2 gond deal of
alarm over the movements of the Protestant
Protective nssociation, we can hardly believe
tha the urganicativn .an ever attain to any
lasting intlaence in the country. In a few
sections there may be local causes which will
give it temporary strength, but it can hardly
prove to be anything more than a passing wave
of sentiment, discernible perhaps to o consider
able extent in some quarters, but not general.
As Principal Granot says, the principles of the
association are too narrow and mean to gain
for it any great influence in Canada. In thia
liberal age, we cannot believe that any great
number of the people of Ostario will come
wal.. the happer of higatey and iptolerance
which has been unfurled by the P.P.A. Itis
a decidedly retrograde movement, altogether
unworthy of our country and its institutions,
and out of the natural element in this age of
civilization. Educated Cavada should not ba
the country to harbor iutclerance in any form.
Our best wish for the P.P A. is that it may
die young.

Editorial Notes.

A country merchant complained to Tug
CosmeRreral the other day about the difliculty
of gotting small parcels euclosed in cases from
wholesalo houses. Frequently when ordering
goods in the city, he had arranged to bave
small parcels sent to wholesale warchovuses
where ho bad made larger purchases, with the
object of having the parcels enclosed, but thoy
have almost invariably been left out, and had
to be sent on singly afterwards. Speaking to
a wholesalo dealer about this he said they had

always oxperionced difficulty in securiog en-
cloautes. They wero frequontly asked by cus.
tomers to send parcels to other warchouses io
the city, to be enclosed, but very often tho en-
closures were not made. Heo said the trouble
is with the packers, who seom to be opposed
to accepting parcels from other houses, vo bo
enclosed with shipments boing made up to
customers, 1t 18 an accommodativn to the
customer to have ‘these enclosures, and tho
warchouses should compel the packors (o bo o
little more accommodating in this matrer,
Thoy should be made to uaderstnad that the
interest of the customer is of moro importance

than their whimsical objections to making en.
closures,

Tuk recent municipal elections throughout
the couutry have called attention to roforms
in municipul ma'tars  Oae most frequently
montioned is the ward system in cities and
towns. Considerable opposition is now being
raised to the ward systom, Tig CoMMERCIAL
has herotofora expressed its opinion in oppo-
sition to the plun of elect .g nldermen and
town couancillors to represert wards or divi
sions. \We are pleased to sco that the muni
cipal commission, which has been takiog evi-
dence in Ontario for some titne wpon the im-
portant subject of municipal government, has
declared against the ward system. The ward
representative is dependent for support from
his own ward only, aud he will place his ward
intercats agamnst the interes 3 of the city at
large. 1}le will strive to obtain the Lest terms
for his ward, regardless of the general issue,
in some cases ovep by unfair means. The ward
syetem leads to bickurings and jealousies, and
cultivates sectional interests and corner cliques,
\Ve believe better men could be obtained to
servo the public «f the ward syatem were drop-
ped, and **ward politics” thereby done away
with.

It appears from recent nglish advices, that
the farm pupil agency business is not dead yet.
Most IMnglish settlers have a good deal to learn
when thoy come to this couutry, with the de-
sire of following farming, but it is altogether
unnecessary for them to pay o secure this
knowledge. In this country thsy can get fair
wages while they are ¢ learning farmiog.” The
young man who cannot make hiinself sufficient-
1y useful to secure fuic wages while he is seck
ing practical experience iu Unnadian agricul
tural methods, is uo use in the country. The
fact would'be proof positive that he had not
gumption caough to learn anything. Of course
theee facts ave not generally known in the old
country, and sometimes young men are induced
to pay a sum of money to be instructed in
farming, or rather to be humbugged. The best
way to learn farming in Canada is to hirc out
for a year or 80, with a good farmer, receiving
wages while gainiog the required experience.
There aro pleaty of openings of this class for
young men who are not afraid of work, and who
will take hold aud make themselves uscful, and
ten chances to one they will gain more experi-
ence in this way than if they paid for a course
of training in agriculture,

FreguexnTLy somo alleged economist comes
out with o long.winded article to prove that
the world is fast rushing toward a condition

of atarvation, and that the producticn of whoat

will soon be short of requiroments. This is
poor satisfaction to the farmer whe has of late
yeacs been obliged to accept low prices for his
wheat, owing to some oxtent, though not en
tirely, to the fact that there ha« beon over pr
duction of this cereal. 'There is vast room for
the iacroase of the wh-at aren on this coutineat,
and oven ia tho Old World thore is room for
an inoreasiu area. It is surprising, when wo
think of it, what a small portion of the earth’s
surfaco is cultivated. It issald that evea i~
densely populated India, thers is considerubi.
land which could bo turned to wheat, if the
crup could be made more remuaerative. In
Ruaseia there is a vast area of fino black cereal
land uncultivated. Thoro are vast distriots of
Asia, outsido of Siberia, where tho aoil is pro
ductive, but cultivation is Iimited. In
Stboria  ageiculture is in its iofancy,
though a great deal of that country is
quito suitable for cereal crops. Africa and
South America have only a tritling avea of themr
rurface under cultivation. Coming neares
home, it is said that ouly onc.eleventh of the
state of North Dakota is under cultivation,
and about one-soventh of the stateof Minneso
ta. In our own couantry we know that the cul.
tivated area is only like u drop in the ocean as
compared with the total arable land. Where
agriculture is carried on with a viow to making
the s0il produce the most abundantly, it is sur.
prising what a vast population can bo maintain
ed from the products of a limited area.  Bel-
gium is the most densely populated country in
Kurope, yet Belgium, with only one crop ina
year, can export a large quaatity of agricul
tural prodacts aanuaally. India, with her Leem
ing miillions, cxports wheat and rice and other
food products on a large scale.  Groat Britain
importa agricaliural pro lacts largely, but this
is largely ubnecessary. If the vacant arcas
were carefully cultivated, the imports could be
vastly rcduced or cut off entirely in many
lines. The population of Great Britain i3 not
g0 dense as Belgium, and the lacter couatry
exports food products to Kogland. Over a
large portion of the carth’s surface two and
even threo crops cau be produced io a year.
This is a fact that is often overlfooked,
though it appears that almozt as much can be
produced in one crop in some of the
northern countries where tie soil is worked
carefully, as can bo obtamned tcom two crops in
the year from the warm countries. The soil in
Eogland, for instance, will easily produce us
much wheat from one ciop, as can be obtained
in India from two crops.

Maxitona farmers are givon a great deal of
gratuitous advice as to how they should fa-m
and what thoy should geow, cven by parsons
whose knowledge of farming would not fill a
very large book. Most people resent lectures
as to how they should manigs their business,
especially whea it comes from those who really
can know very little about the particular branch
of business in question. It seem that the ler
tures and advico to Manitoba farmers from all
sorts of sources, as to how they should run
their farms, is just becoming a little tiresome
Politicians and other public speakers, and
geribblers who know nothing aboat ageiculture,
are ever ready to tender their advice to the
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