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Situation in Coal.

The coal trade journal, Black Diamond, re-
ports the aunthracite market as follows on Nov.
26 :—

The Lehigh & Wilkesbarriec Coal Company
quote f.o.b. at Poct Jobnson: Honey Brook
Lehigh—Broken, $1.25; egg, $4.75; stove, $4.85
and chestnut, $1.75. Plymouth Red Ash—
Broken, $1.10; egg, $4.50; stove. $4.90; chest.
nut, $4.85.

The Philadelphia & Reading Coal and Iron
Company quote for New York—Hard white
ash, broken, $4.10; egg, $4.50; stove, 34 75;
chestnut, $4.65; Shamokin, egg, $3.60; stove,
$4.95; chestnug, $4 65; Schuylkill red ash, egg,
$4.65; stove $5 10; chestnnt, $1.90; Lykens
Valley—Broken, $5.10; cgg, £5.63; stove, $6.15;
chestont, $35.25.

Coxe Bros. & Company quote f.o.b. Cross
Creek—Broken, 34.15; egy, $4.40; stove, $4 75;
chestnut, $4.65; Sugar Loaf—Broken, $4.15;
egg, 4.30; stove, $4.75; chestout, $4.55; Beaver
Meudow—Broken, $4; egg, $1.25; stove, $1 60;
chestnut, $450. Lattimer & Hollywood—
Broken, $4.10; egg, $4.30; stove, $4.75; chest-
nut, $4.55. .

There has been very litlls change in the
position of the wholesale market from a week
ago, bet what alteration has taken place has
certainly been for the best interests of the
trade.

The weathber during the past two days has
heen emphatically of a most gratitying descrip-
tion %0 the coal men, and it 18 now believed
that trading will receive a_ decided impetus,
and indeed an improvement ia tho demand has
already been noticed, all of which has becn
noted with satisfaction by the dealers. It
would thus seem as if the demand would as has

been predicted from time to time, take up tho
surplus stocks, which have caused so much an-.
noyance and fear.

n the matter of prices, to nso the language
of a well known dealer, the market is *‘deolight.
fully fiem” and tho few cold daya'of this woolk
have appavently intensified tho strength of the
situation, It must be understood, toquote the
market properly, that it is firm at tho two cir.
cular 1utes, the * gross” which is being maia.
tained by the larger companies, and the “‘net”
which is being quoted by the other companies
aund tho other individuple. There have been
rumors of sales of lower figures and perhaps
this has been so in one on two instances, but
there has boen no need for it and the course of
tho seller is unexplainable. The retailers have
baen telling the wholesalers of their ability to
buy coal at reduced prices, but thoy steadfast.
ly refuee to stato the kind and quality of the
product thus obtainable, and it is looked up-
on in many quarters as simply a “‘feeler” to test
prices.  Tho test, however, has found prices

retty firm, and in many instances buyers bave
een forced to cnter the arenn, and secure their
supplies at current rates.

The reatriction to the production continues
in an appavent gatiafactory manuer, The figures
for the second week in November show that
814,000 tons were turned~out, a reduction, as
comparad with the samo week of last year, of
200,000 tons, and the third week’s figures aro
also expeoted to denionstrate a material reduc-
tion. The fover seems to be spreading, and the
fact has certainly had & most exhilarating
effect on the market at this port. The individ-
uals have also been holding further meotings,
and wmore developments in this line are expect-
ed to take placo in the near future.

Wheat Prices in Bngland,
The London AMitler of Nov. 5, reviews the
trade for October, as {ollows :—
Tho month’s trade begau with steady mar-
kets, and on the 4th, Ipswich was 64. dearer

for LEoglish wheat, Liverpool quoted Cali-
fornian wheat at 6s. 5d. per cental, and red
winter at 63, while London on the 5th quoted
No. 2 Caleutta ut 30s. 3d. perqr. Between this
date and the 11th, the markets gained a little
in strength, the values on the 11th beiog6s. 7d.
for Californian at Liverpool, and 68s. 2d. forred
winter, while the small shipments from Iudia
had enabled London holders of Caleutta to
make 3ls, per qr.  Oan the 13th, Russian wheat
at Bristol advanced 6d. par quarter, but
Epglish was very cheap, 27s. to 29s. per
uarter.  Of the London market of the 14th,
ornt usch writes as follows: ** Wheat showed
more steadiness than some had expected. Millera
‘“‘are not free buyers, but factors are fiam hold-
“erg, and will not give avy bargains. Red
winter is held for 293. 3d perqr.” New York
on the same day yuoted this quality at 26s. 4d.
per gr., and freights, &c, at only 18 6d per qr.,
so that allowiog 1s for incidental charges not
included with freight, the presumptive value of
red winter wheat in Eogland stood at 28s. 10d.
perqr.  The Eoglish average fell on the 15th
to 28s. 1d., the lowest price since thoeighteenth
century. On the 17th Mark Laue was Is dearer
for fine sorts of wheat, but for cargoes of red
winter 293 6d was accopted at the Baltic, show-
ing that the more wholesale trade endorsed
Mark Lauc opinions very hesitatingly. Oathe
18th Liverpool made 6s 94 for Californian, but
only 6s. 1d, for red winter. Oa the 19¢h, Cal.
cutta made 81s. 3d. at Mark Laue. The Scotch
markets of the same day were steady and un-
changed. Maunchester on the 20th was slightly
reactionary in tone, and New York quoted red
winter wheat at 26s., though freights, havin
tiscn to 24 per qr., the nett prico for Englan
was raised from 28s. 101 to_293. per qr. On
the 21at Liverpool quoted No. 1 Californian at
63. 10d , but red winter at 63 only. Oa tho
22nd there was a slight recovery in the British
average, 28s 7d being quoted, On tho 24th
London went back a little. QCn thoe 25th at

Liverpool 63 9d was accopted for Californfan
Oa the 20th tho Scotoch markots were rathor
weak, but Eopglish agriculturists wore firm
Bristol and Birmingham on the 27th were unal
toered, but Manchester was again woak, On the
27th London wasworse forCaleuttu wheat, 303 9¢
being accepted, and Liverpool holdars took §s,
11d. for red winter. On the 29th, the couutry
markots were firm, but only 28s, 8d. was real.
ized as an averayge of value, Oa the lust day of
October all sorts of wheat were offered at Mark
Lane for Gd. less money than on the 24th, and
the decline on American amounted to a shilling.
Flour was irregularly 3d. to 6d. cheaper.
America cabled 24s. 6d. taken for No. 2 red
Winter, November shipment, and even with
frotghts up to 2s. 8d. per qr,, the total price
herc need only be 28s. 2d. por qr. to show a
profit. Thus gctobcr virtually ended with the
defent of efforts to get value up even toa 29s.
level for average wheat. loglish, Odessa
Ghirka and Amerlcau rod winter were all ob-
tainable between 28s. and 20s., and there were
gellsrs willlog to deliver any of these
qua. s at any date in November on these
torms

October has also been atked by a deter.
mined attack, both here and in America, upon
the snuocent purveyors of unpalatable, but at
the eame time inevitable information of what
has been said in England of any journal which
refused to admit that because prices were very
low, they were therefors bound soon to be
higher, it need only be remarked that invective
has no appreciable effect on stocks in granary.
Of the cfforts made in Amerien to withhold in.
formation as to the amount of wheat coming
forward, and in various waya to keep up value,
the outcome has been positive exaggeration on
tho other side. An undue importance has been
firay attracted and then assigned to the visible
supply, and an nadue insistence that there
must, be immediate relief in the way of price
advancs has concealed the truth thatno visible
supply increases the crop yield, and that if we
are overweighted this side of the rongh
weather, we shall have our due and exact com.
pensation in the spring.

November finds our warehouses rich beyond
former seasons in stores of foreign wheat.” It
finds more wheat on passage .« iz any vear
since 1388, and more flour on passage than in
any year whatsoever. And it finds the men
who have done this much for our people aufler-
iug heavily both in purse and in prospect by
way of reward. This foreaction, this pre-
science, is exactly what in the past has made
England famous for commercial enterprise, and
even at the present moment keeps her secure
against starvation through blockade by foreign
foes. A greatman that the past month has
taken away from us has written, *le premier
qui supprime un abus est toujours victime du
service qu'il rend.” Aad =0 when our plucky
importers have been through the bankruptcy
court we may have the Government waklag up
to the fulfilment of a simple national duty !
The stores of which we hear this great discus-
sion to-day, the surplus which is stated to be
overwhelming the markets, represent the barest
minimum which any nation, p{’aced as Eogland
is, should regulariy hold as an essential lino of
national defence. The immediats outlook for
wheatholders is certainly discouraging, aund the
largo and constant arrivals of American flour
prevent the position boing one in which, if the
wheat importer is embarrassed, the Kuglish
miller is doing well.

Horseshoes of Alumininm.

Aluminium borgeshoes have been tried in one
of the Finvish cavalry regiments. A number
of horges woro shod on one fore fuot and one °
hind foot with this metal, ordinaty iron shoes
being used on tho other feet. At the end of
six weeks, during whica time the animals had
been moviog on a hard and atony road, it was
foand that the aluminiun shoes had worn
rather better than those of iron and not one of
vhe former had gone to pieces.”



