10 THE ORITl_rO.

A VERSATILE GERMAN BARBER,

Tho following prorpectus of n gifted barber of Nuremborg, who flour-
ished in tho year 1640, is published by a German new-papor:

 Isanc Makorl, barbor, maker of berruques, surgeon, dyor, schoolmastor,
blackemith and accoucheur, shaves for a kruotzor, cute hair for two kruotz-
cre, including pomade for pretty girls, olcans stovos, instructs noble young
persons, without difficulty, 10 tho principles of grammar and teaches them
fino manvors a8 well as tho alphabot, Ho puts on hecls in a masterly
fashion, repnirs toots and ehoce, teaches tho hautbey and tho flute, lets
blood, lends on wagee, gives lessons in the cotillion and other dances, sells
cosmetics of all kinds, paper, wax, salt herrings, brushes, mousotrape, vari.
ous pre~etves, strengthening herbe, potatocs, sausages and vegotables *!

% N, B.—Teaches also chography (i) and foreign products overy Wednas.
day and Saturday,
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COMMERCIAL,

Although thoto has been, on tho wholo, a somewhat casier feoling, which
io not unusual at this scason of the yoar, whon bad country roads and ice-
bound harbors are drawbacks to bueiness, still tho features of tho wholesalo
trade have not been ruatorially altored from those of last week, and the pro-
epects for an excollont apring trade continue to bo oxcellent,

The continued outtlow of gold from tho United States reforred to in the
last isevo of Tue Cnitic is commanding tho closest attention of the ablest
finencicrs in tho neighboring country, So much so0, indeed, that Secretary
Foster of tho U. 8. Treasury is discussing the question with New York
bankers, with a view to reach somo solution to the question that 18 beginning
to assume a sorious phaso fur the governmont of that countay and 18 ono of
tho leacing topics of discusteion in Wall streot. Now Yotk financiers say
that tho only way out of tho difficulty is for the secrotary to sell bonds.
But ho scoms avereo 10 this plan, slthough thoso bankers who have come
forward and offered tho government all tho assistsnco in thoir powor express
the opinton thet the sale uf guid bunds only wili epable the Treasury of the
United States to mamtain {ts reserves, 1t 18 undoubtedly the apprehension
that tho centinued cxportation of gold from tho United States may oventu-
ally lead to s aituation wien the supply of gold in that country will not
be found equal to meet foreign obligations, and adverse halances will have to
be meet by payments i depreciated eilver certificates.  Undoubtedly tho way
in which foreign nations view the silvor law of the U"mited States 1s ono of
tho chief causes of the drain of gold now yoing on from that country, and
foreign capitalisis are becoming alarmed at the ultimate disastrous effects
whinch they behevo must occur from the operations of that 1aw, They are,
conecquently, dizposing of their investments in that country’s securities and
withdrawing their capital. -

The following from the Toronto Merchant 18 on a subjact of really great
importance to oll business men, especially 1n view of the fact that the insur-
ance compsnios doing businees in this city and province sro cousideriog
whother our people can bear a further advance in rates of promiums:—
“The American underwriters are giving a good deal of attention to the sub-
ject of fire ipsurance. The echedule culomities of the insurance companies
working in the United States bavo published the new universal schedule
designed to control tho rating of insurance risks throughout the country.
Their aimn bas been to ascertain equitable rates, so that iho insured in each
individual case shall pay for the defects of bis risk, and at the same timo
gecure all the benefits of 1ts good points. This offort is the tirei that has
over been made in tho States to effect this result on sound principles. ror
years the whole eystem of tnsurnng has been grossly unjust, 1f the compara-
tive prermums n different parts of the country are considered. In this
respect, Bowever, Canada bas not been in 8s bad a position as the United
dtates. Thisschedule begins by rating the 1deal city trom a basis of twonty-
five cents premium per S10U. It makes addutions for defictoncies of wator
supply, of fire department, of eituatiuna \as on steep hillsider), of exposuro
(as circumvaliating lomber yards), 1o the widih of tho streots, condition ot
tho streots, etc. Tho rates for a given city thus ascortained is the basis
from which the rate is calculated. The schedule next defines the idesl
building to which alone in tho standard city the basis of twenty-five c-nts on
the 8100 is applicd. For overy enumerated departure from the ai:rdard,
addition to the rate is imposed, whilet for specific additions fur safety, deduc-
tions are made. Tho lowest minimum rato is thus oxpressed . No bailding
shall be rated lower than twelve conts, nor shall its contents be raled lower
than twenty-fivo conts, or of merchandi.s not in original packages, net rate
shall not bo less than thirty cents. A note further on throws suiue light on
this. It teads, no office building to be rated below five cents, and no mor-
oastile Luilding bolow ten conts, after Jeducung company insurance. A
good dea! of stress is 1sid on expesure. Thore is no doubt tho now schedule
will be productive of much good, and it will bear reading by the Cansdian
underwriters, for tho rates that obtain in Cavada are rather excessive in viow
of *he lax manner in which the risks are taken. The honest man has to pay
fo: . carolessness of the insuranco agent, snd a premium soems to be vic-
tually placed on crime, Now that the Dominion Government is promising
to introduco a system of trade arbitration, it could not do better than extond
the uperation of such arbitrations su as to inclade fire insurance.”

So far as can bo judged from tho recent spoech from tho throne at tho
oponing of the Dominion parliament, tho government does nat scem to have
y.! determined upon any new loyislativn this scssion looking to a general
ingolvency law throughout Can la. Though this is to be greatly regrotted,
the lung Jeiay should enable business men the more fully to criticise the
pr.p sed Duarls of Trade Lill, with a view to sccuring any desirablo amend-
mouis, For, notwithstanding tho acknowledged neeessity of a general
insolvency law, it musi bo confessed that it is very diflicult to framo a law,

applicablo aliko to all the provinces, that will provo satisfsclory in ils work-
ing to all clacdes, Amplo timo must now, perforco, be taken to fully con-
sidor this subject, which ia of primary importance, in all its beariogs, to
digest the difTerent phases woll, and to produce an Act that, in its working,
will provn as noarly potfeot as human legislation can be,

WeekLy Fivanciar Review or Hesny CLews & Co., New York,
Fob. 18.—~*Tho impottanco wo have sttached in our weekly advices, for some
months paat, to the influences conncoted with tho silver problom is at last
moto than justified by the gradual dopletion meanwhilo of tho tressury gald
surplus reserve, due to the current large oxports of tho precivus motsl. Our
silver act of 1800 was virtually a pledge that wo would take off the market
our curront production of that metal. Tho promiso sufilced, for a time, to
check somewhat the growing apptehention of an inovitablo monotary dis-
turbance. Tho pledgo however was a serious one, The maintenanco of it
was n quostion of but a vory fow years at most; and, notwithstandiog the
momontary heaitation of Congressmon whoso eyea aro not yot fully open to
tho situation, it may bo reasonably hopod that tho total suaponsion of our
silver purchases lias now but a fow woeks or months to wait for its enact-
ment, Tho nations that havo a considerable proportion of eilvor in their
monotary systems ara as actively as thoy aro respectivoly able augmonting
thoir atooks of gold ; partiy with a view to being the bettor enabled to pro-
tect their basor coin, and porhaps not less in contemplation of oliminating it
from circulation as soon as poesible. Wo are thus already in the beginnings
of a great internstional struggle for gold ; with what resulting derangemeonts
to monotary systoms aud to intornational financiyl arrangoments it is impos-
sible to foresoe.

As mattors ot present appoar, it sooms almost out of tho question thal
this rush of tondoucies should prove to bo ccntrollablo by any moro con-
vontional arrangomonts, Tho DBruesels conforenco and its forthcomiog
second session scem almost too puorilo a factor to baso any hopes upon in
tho heat and selfish comprtition of such a strugglo for gold, The quostion
with each of the great commercial nations has already become—how best
to rotain its gold and how and whore to got moroe; and it is not likely that
much regard will boe shown for either rcruple or cost in the v'ays of gotting
it,

So far as respects our own chanco in this stroggle, our meaus of self-
protection sro ample ; tho only question being whether we can depend upon
ourselves to use thom wisoly. Our exposed point lies in our lirge indebt.
edness to {oreign countries. If our credit should be weakened by further
dallying with silver, or by tho adoption of now moneotary arrangemonts iack-
icg in guaranteo that our currency will bo kept at par in goid, then wo
sbould bo subject to the continued return of foveign -hold securities, and in
a volume that might permancntly weasken the gold basis in this country and
corrospondingly stropgthen it in Europe.. For twelve months following tho
onactmont of the silver law we had a samplo of this sort of cause and eflect,
when not less than one hundred millions of our securities were sent homo ;
and already wo soe symptoms of like conscquences incited by the indisposi.
tion shown by both houses of congress to repeal or suspond the Sherman sct,

Ono great docisive act by the Awmerican poople, showing that abovo sll
they ave resolved upon maintaining iho nation's money st par in gold is tho
imperative need of thn momont, Tisat act should bo neither more nor lese
than the prompt, unqualifiod and final susponsion of purchases of silver. 1If
that sssurance cannot be immedistely formally given to our creditors, there
should be no abatomeont of resolute demand from the press and from the
commercial and financial communities that this halt 1n our Sherman policy
shall bo madoe without a moment's needless legislative delay. Such a reso-
.uto attitude of the controlling opiniun of the country wouold undoabtedly
help to produce s deferment of realizalions on our foreign-held securities.

This really conatitutes the chief moans of protection availablo to us at the
moment, and it should therefuro bo attonded to with the utmost diligence,
If the prosont congress cannot bo driven out of i'a debasing devotion to potty
patty coneideratiung, it wiil remain to bLs seen how much bettor Mr. Cleve-
lard and his new cungress understand the imporative necessities of the
situation,

Once we have suspended silver purcha-os wo shall thon bo in ot least as
safo a position as the othor countrios concorned ; for our foreign indebted-
ness wtll then bo safo aganst disturbance ; and that boing secured 1t 13 not
easy to sce huw Europo will be ablo to get from us gold with which it is not
to our interest to part. Bat uniit this kind of ssearance is given weo shall
stand exp.sed to a return of 1nvestments that may cost us the loss of a con-
sidorable further amount ot our steck of gold, The ono thing above all
othors desirabio as a means of staying th- provaiung disturbince of confilonco
{s—to affrd assurance to the world that at an oarly diy tho United States
will cease a1l additivse to tho eilver ciomont 1n its currency. Taero is
nothing to fear from tho amount now in circalation, but thers is from its
increase.”

Bradstreet’s roport of the weok's failures :—

Week Provious Weoks corresponding to
Feb.. 16 week, ~—— thisweek ——e
1803 1893 1892 1881 1890
United States...200 223 2060 213 253
Canada....... ves M 19 43 62 31

Duy Guuws,—The dry goods trado continues to be an exception to
most lines as our merchants roport business romarkably good, both as re-
gards sorting and spring orders. In fact this bransn of trade has not ox-
periencod such 2 thorvughly healthy seasun for many years past. Thero
has beon quito a good domand for colorod coltons, cottonades, serges, ote.,
88 woll as for white and groy cottons for spring delivery, Some sorting
ordors have also boen received for flinnels and otb-r heavy wesr, showing
how low stooks in rotsilers’ bands must have run down. Road orders ore
coming iu stoadily, Romittsnces aro somewhat complained of, owing, it is
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