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THE CRITIC.

HOME AND- FARM.

DRAFT HORSES VERSUS TROTTERS.

Thoro- has-been a lively discussion going on in regard to the respective
merits of the various breeds of horaes durmg tho pnst year. This reached
its culmination ‘this Winter, whon Mr: Wood, a distinguished furmor in Now | v
York, advocated the broeding of draft horsas for profit, rathor than trottors,
As roon as his addresses uppoarcd tho discussion waxed wsrm. Pastici-
pants, all tho way from Nova Scotia to'California, dofended. their respective
breeds. Tho main discussion was on the profit of ‘the business. Mr. Wood
maintained that, for the :farmer, the draft horso was the more proﬁtublo to
raise and sell, whlle his opponents hold thore was more money. in raising
trotters.

1i'is barely possible that, with somno modifications, both partivs are right,
It is certain that it wonld be about itupussible to disponse with the draft
Lorses, As to the usefulness of *Troiters' or Runnors." it rmght be
urged that thoy could be dismissed with, without any, serious inconvenienco
to any one save * Sporting " men. This would be restrictiug the meaning
of “Trotters® too narrowly. By "Trolters," somo writors mesn those
horses which iake fast roadsters. It is well to boer in wind these
two meanings, for. by the first deﬁmuon, only those would he bred which
would be trained for tho raco-course, The second meaning would include
those which filled & vory useful -purposs,- -and for which there is & constant
demand by tho busineas of the world. ~ However literally * Trotters” would
be restricted by tho first definition, the second would be covired by Road-
sters.

The advantsges of raising draft horaes, it is: urged, are:—(1). Their

early maturity for market. -(3). Their certainty for finding a.market, ks
they are always in demand. (3). The cortainty of breeding good opes.
(4). They require no training, save being broken to drive.

The.. .advantages claimed for. trotters- are their high prico, whish it is
claimed:is far above that of any other’ horse.

The sdvocates.of dratt horses maintain that-the dissdvantsges or risks in
raising trotters are onorntous :—(1). The trottér has to be kept until ho is
five yoars old (slow returns). (2). That.it is the exception that brings- the
high price, and- that most of them only*turn out second-tate horses. (3).
That the risks of injury to the colt are greatly increased on account of train-
ing. -And (4). That training:is expenswe

Undoubt.edly, s really fast horse‘ is valuable. This value is purely. due
to their.scarcity, and this scarcity.is in rts turn proof evident that they can
not be bred with celtainty. With greater care and skill this objection may
Le fairly overcome, but with it the prico of fast horses: will fall. They
muet be ‘kept:twice as long, or’ noaxly twico as long,’ b«fore solling, thas mak-
ing their cost; double aftor their -birth, They -require a skilled. driver ‘to
train them, hence their value. is partly dopeudent on ‘the skill of others
besides tho'farmers.

Farmers make money by either courso, and it is-in many cases purecly a
question of teate. If the farmer likes one or the other stylo of horses, he
should in general let bis tasté govern him. If he has had experience in
breeding one or.the other -kind, that should influeuce him some. No cast-
iron rule can ba.lzid down to govern all farmera.

" DAIRYMEN'S ASSOCTATION.

The last annual meeting of the Dalrymcns Assoziaiion of Nova Scotia
was beld in New Glasgow, in March, It is to ba regrotted that these meet-
ings are not more Jargely attended than they sre. Very fqw were prosent,
and not all of t.heso farmers, -
" The addresses and discussions were valusblo, and deserved lsige
audiences. A paper by Mr. A. C. Beli, on the breoding of live stock,
was especmlly commendable. Mr. Sydnoy Clnrke, of Tutamagouche, a
student ‘in.the School of Agricultute, fead a paper on ‘the caro of -cattle.

He gavo also 8 brief abstract of some analyses of. milk, which he had made |’

at the Provincial Agricultural School. The Sccrelnry. Mr. P, C. Black,
of Falmouth, reid a valuablo paper on the sanie subject.

'"Two very lively discussions arose. Obe was—*Doos farming pay 1"
The other was_on Creameries. The former discussion was opened by Mr.
Townsend, of New Glasgow, who ‘maintained, that it.uot only was not ss.
profitable as former]y, but that it was growing'16ss 40’ every yosr. Mr. Ross.
alro supported this view. Mr. -A. B..Black, the president; defied apy one to
show that feeding cattle. for-beef -paid durmg last. yaar. Messrs, Lawrance,
and ‘McKeen, both from Inverpess'Co., C. B, maintained that, excepting,
the.very extraodinary drouth expenenced tho pnat year, farming was quito as
profitable‘as ever.it was with their-county. ~The latter gentleman bad found
considerablo profit in the production-of beef during the past year. Nearly
every ons in the meeting took part in this discussion.

- Imithe debatd.on Crosmeries, it ‘Secmed to be the universal opinion in the
meeting that ‘they should 'bo slacted: in various parts of the Province, and
that. properly mnnaged they would gcore a profitable investment. Thiero
wss 0o} #0 unaninioue an.opinion+on how this should be accomplished, somo
maintaining that unless they could be.made to pay without a-grant, they
would.. be of littlo benefit. A resolution, asking sid from the Legislature, }.
was passed with somo opposition:

The Rév. A. C..-McDonald, who:has taken great interest in the society
since its beginning, wos prcecnt, bidding his friends farewoll, as ho was

s00n. to stayt for'the West. The siciety paseed proper resolutions of regrot
and wishes of success in his new field, together.with a mements which they
presented to him,

Other intoresting and instructive papors wero read by Mr. McKay, of
Hopewoll, and others, of which we cannot givo abstracts, Fariners should

least it pays more than it should ; for such shiftlessness in’ any other busines

——
—

. utond "theso meetmgs. and should send fifty conts to the secretar\ ™

bccommg mombors, and obtammg a copy of tho Annual Report.

I’LUMS

** Nothing is more favorable to the growth of the blagk knot than neglee,,
Wo have eeon trees growing inthe graes in some uncultivated door yard,
transforméd-into o .mere wass of “black kndts, whilo troes in noighboriay gar.
dovs under good cultivation weoro onhro.y exompt. In-ourspecimen plum

_orchnrd [t doca occasionally mako.its appearance,. but wo coustantly romove

it. Our proventives and romodies are. yood, clean: cuilture.ond promyt antpy.
lation.”— Ellanger's and Barry's Catalogue.

Probably no othor causo has exertod such a dopressmg iniluenco on the
growth of plums as this-8ingle ono ; although it is the almost: universl
testiniony of fruit growers, that with good nttentlon and proper care it could
be complotely checked. ‘Only a fow years ago, that veloran froit-nrower,
Mr. J. J. Thomss, of the Country Gentleman, said in effect,-what is quoted
above-as thoitestimony of Messrs. Ellwanger and ‘Barry It is a fact withjn
the ubservationof evary one who has seen’the plund ‘Yecoive any cultmhon
and caro whatever. Unfortunstely, howaever, it is the custom to- 30t out the
troes, and:Jet thom tako' cito of themselves; except during. tho' fall ‘whon- the
fruit is ripe. They have-to.contend againat griss snd woeds 6 get their.
share of food from-the soil. 'Thev. aro allowed to starve ‘ot only for ferthz.-
cre, but, ovon wator is denied them.,

By good cultivation is.meant more than just.a little care in dlggmg]
around the.trees once a year, although-.this would* be accoptible to many
plum treoin Nova Scbtia. It mesns tho same a8 food cultivation does when
spplied-to any other crop. It'means the soil should be deop,fettile; pulver.
ized, whon the tros is planted, ‘not & hole a couple of foet in diswmiter, wity
just room to crowd the roots in,but alZ! the sutrounding-soil'; that. it shall b
regularly stirred ‘or mulched; and shall réceive its proper quota- ‘of manue,
In'this way thd tree" is kept healthy and’ vngorous, is" theroforo-lésa liable .t
draoase, and i is-much ‘bettor-abls' to overcomo‘it- when-attacked. Tn case:the
trée is attacked by black ‘knot, 1mmedrately on'its-discovery cut'it out the.
roughly ; if .on a branch’ (Whlch is. usually’the case)-out -it: off-some inches
below the -knot; and. in all:‘cases burn the krot after removmg it.  Soms
recommend‘an. application of turpentme to thewound; but if:the kno: b
been thoroughiy removed;.as well" a8-'the adjoining wood for“some inchy
sround it, the best thing to apply is gomething to-éxclude'the air, as-claj, o
better atill, grafting: \vax,zcovannglthe wound' comp\etely. By {aking tbe
knot as soon as it sppears,’ thle does not\make a'setiols. wotinid.

[ Y . '

N OTES

It does notpay w plow ¢lay-land-wet. ‘Botter wait.two days longer,ﬁ)
to spend that muock more time-in: gettmg it‘mellow every trme it is.plegt”
for the next three: yoars, bosides injuring the'land seriously.” It wouldk:

greater injury-to the crops to have the land puddled thai it would to hm
to be two-days-later in Zetting it'in,

Do not,set a hen whero the other hene can disturb het or ‘break horesn.
A little troublo will save’ consxdersb]e draappomtment “Whe, she’ wishesb

set, give hor a nest separats from tho rest of the fowls, and p\only of Tood and’
water, and dust all ‘within- easy access.

A rusty:plow is what the careless farmer pulls out of the fence corner b
plow with. It draws. wiuch hatder, and docs the work not one-half ag el
it the soil is light; and will:scarcely. work at all in somhe soils.  All thls for
what would have been only afew moments ‘work \vheq Iaet iised, the.plew
should have been thoroughly clesned, wiped dry on.thg mouid boitd sad
Jland side, oilod or greased thoroughly, and' kopt ina dry plnco "Sorao baras
are'so‘dry that tho ¢ greasmg may be unneceeeary

Hop often, in'riding throngh the country about tbls seagon of tho.yey,
or earlier, the mowing machine, the plow, nnd tho harrow, may ba scen iyiog
where last ased the prevrous ‘yéar. The snows of wintor have for 3 very shie
‘tried to hide them, ' It-is the farmer who'leaves his. too]s out,this way, who
never nsils on loose ‘boards to protect the eattle” m the ,s{ab\e, who is et
crying, otit ¢ Farming doés not pny,” aud such - farmlng,does ‘nob pay, or 3

would ‘mako the person a beggar

“

Tt is often 'said; tbat & cow. wlncb gives’ from twenty t‘nouasnd to. tlmty
thousand potnds of milk per )oar must bean ‘énormous - 3tar,: ‘but sbo o
‘woll'afford to' eat enormously since she gives from thrés to ton hmes,.vhatoar
best common cows do, -and she only eats a frachon‘more at the dutside
‘Tho .gteat bulk of what most cows: eat; goes to Tnsintain life, . "It is only 3
small- portion that -makes milk Now, with. douf)le tb,s small porhon, lhe
‘trained cow gives double-tho return '

Do 0ét leave shisop: out -in cold rain slotms,.

Tt injures: thew, ifies
their health, and weakons tho- woal g '

‘-

ADVICE ‘T0: MoTHERE —~Aro you disturbcd':t night and broken of your.rest by asick
cbild suffering;and criyin :with pain oflCnuln;:‘.Tcetbl If s0, send.at onco and et 3
bottlo of * Mzs. Winslow's Soothing Syrup,” for Children Teem\ng Its value is incalee:
able. It will rolleve tho f)oor littlo mfforer immediatel ’y ‘Depend upon {2, motben:
there is no mistake abo ‘It .cures. Dyseatary and ‘D zrrbma, Tegulates tho Stozsd
and Bawels,* cures. Wlnd Cohc -softens tho Gums, reduces Inflammation, and’ givestet
and'onergy to the whole system,  “ Mz, Winslow’ s Soothing Syrup” for children teethics
is pleasant to ko taste, and is the prescription of ‘one of ‘the oldest and best female pine

cians_and nunes-ia'the United States, andix for ule by all druggists thronghout lh
world. Price, 25 cents & bottle.

<
£



