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olad, it may ho, in the skin of a white hawr, may have o desctibo how the
spectrum of the then feble sun b passed into tho class of slars which
shino with rod light,”

Tho fourth seetion of the Proviucial Act veapecting the Sile of Inloxi-
cating Liquora prescribes that overy Inspoctor, at the time of his nomination
and dutiug his continuanee 1n ohien, shall bo & mamber in goold standing of
somo recognized temporancn orgamzition within the municipality.  Surely
such a cluuse is ominously simaficmt of the renditesg of politicians to
hand over the libmtica of the subject to nny organization that may suceeed
in making its votes desirable,

Frane-Tineun.

-
JFUR it criric. |
SNAPS AND SCRADS.
A omiuent Joudon firm will publish in a fow months a novel dealing

Iavgoly with Halifax s.cioty, by un anonymous gentloman formerly con-
nectod with the gartison bore, and specially qualified to handle the subjoct.

There aro various symptoms of a lacal reaction agaiust over-legislation of
the inquikitorinl and grandmotherly types. A correspondent of tho Eveniny
Mail ubjects to the legislator trymyg ** to put an oud through his omnipo-
tenee to the acts aud very thoughta of thoss who fail to see eyo to oyv with
han” A second correspondent of the same journal sareastically suggosts
thut u city ordinance should bo passed agrinst wearing curl papers, and
aguinst men and women walking a1y and nrm, a¢ hoing unceemly if not
indecent acts,

* Why," euys the flippaut egaist of Trwth, commending Mr. Plunket's
drecision to allow huating in the patks on Sundays, “why any heing
endowed with the gift of reason should thaik it more sinful to propel him.
solf in a boat hy mesna of his arms than to walk ot a roul by means of his
Jeun is 8 mystery I cannot futhom ; but the arguments of Sabbatarinns ate a
tissue of such mysteries.”

Somw sincero and more spurivus indignation his bheen evoked by Mr
McColl’s frank avownt in the House of #saembly that ho was an angexati-
onmist  For my part, as one proud of wy i iz-nslop i the grandest and
must beneficent emsire on earth and zeals v« to maintan at, 1 have no ill-feel-
ing for any oo who openly [.vors anpexation, provided ho dues so nctusted
by love and not butied of the mothercountry, regretfully and uot exul-
tantly, only hecautse ha sineevely thanks that the iuterests of his native pro-
vipce as well an of the empite domand it. A man whe is not disloyal, a
man who would neither conxpire nor intrisue nor tight against his sovereign
lady the Queen, her cruwu or government, wight advocato spuexation in
this »pirit.

Some who cry ont Joudest againat professed annexationists of evory kind
do =0 iu the yvain wich to burks or at leat retand the inuvitable decision
between annexation, independence and cluser tederation, wishing to Jive on
indefipitely under the grtuitous proweciion of Great Britin, while they put
prohilative duties on Butish wares; to invite British capital and  British
1migration to the countiy, while disposed to tieat British settlors as out-
siders apd foreigoem ; to t ke British blouvn and woney in defonee of their
looal indn«tries, whilo deching to give their money and blood in defeucs of
the genesal interests of the empire or the loc] 1stereste of other parts,  Give
me vutepoken ayuexationisnl rather th thas pusasitic {oyaity.

If it is necessarily disloyal to advecate annesstion, it s equally disloyal
t2 ardvocate independence. Both mean sepiration from the empire. The
fornier strikes mo both zy the grnder deatiuy of these two and as more
likely 10 securo ceidinlity botween the great branches of our race. 1 thero-
fore belirve that eventuaily Canada will either form three or four fine States
in the Americau Uniop, or will be co ordinate with Scotland or Irelind or
Eugland in the British Empite—and the deciston msy be earlier than most
people think.

Tudividunls and congregations, as well as the Proviucial and City Gov-
eriments, are being raided for subscriptivug to jubiles projecis to such au
alarming degroe that soma of thom will hold a private jub:lee when the
public ouo is uver. The city conncitlors sewn juspired with a maguificent
fuith in the resources or prospects of the city which should cheer the droop
ing spirits of tax-paycrs and wako thom furget their selfish fesrs of private
bankraptey.

1 have no particular uhjection to make against the sum promised the pro-
posed art school. This i an intelligent schome to meet & public want, and
it is being prowmoted with adwmirable public spjrit by ladies and gentlonen
whou have uuthing personally to gain from its establishment. Indeed from
an economic stsudpuint it is perhaps wore justilisblo to expend public
money, whether of a city or a province, upoun technical and art education
than upon instruction iu Latin or French. Tho former oxpenditure is likely
to increago the aggregato wealth of tho people more, to bring highor wages
to many workers, and to give added-valuo to muny manufactured articles.

This is not ouly the jubilee yoar of the Queen's reign but the contenuial
Year of the Nova Scotiu Anglican episcopate, which was the first established
of existing colonial bi<hoprics. The Church in England will hold specinl
services in comumeniorution of this event. Would not the giving of a chap
Iaincy to the Queen, oy oven of nu hoynorary cmonry, to same N .va Scotinn
diviue bo a fit snd gmeious compliment 1o the clergy ol thie Proviney in i«
yeur «f roynl and ecelesiantical jnhilonq

The cost of vither gilt tr the Queen or her Governmeant would he nth-
ibg or noxt to nothing, and yot it would be kcenly apprectated by the church

in Nova Scotin. If no clorgyman having a cure of souls in this Provineo
is in n position to discharge the light annual duties portsining to auch 3
post, could not somu Novn Scotian parson resident in England bo found
who would bo a fitting recipient of the honor?

Not long sgo thers appeared in an nglish papor, under the heading
“ A Race of Clinreh Workers,” a notico that tho Rev. Rupert Cochrane, 1lec.
tor of Langlon in Lincolnshite, hud just comploted the 133rd year of hiy
tamily's sorvico to the churgh. ¢ His grandfuthor gave 43 years of his lily
to the work, his father 66 yoars, o himself 34 yoars.” His grandfathor way
the Rev. Dr. William Cochran, th vonerated Vice-Prosident of King's Col.
lego 3 and his fathor tho Rev. Canon Cochran, Inoumbout of Trinity Church
in this city ; whilo he limself was ordained in the Province. Would not
siich & Nova Scotinn, albeit benefieed in Lngland, bo a worlhy roprerouta.
tive of our Provincial clorgy, and a fit recipient of any good-will offoring
tondered to the Chuich in those parts in this momorable year?
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COMMERCIAL.

‘I'ho weather during the past waok has beon unusually incloment—snow,
hail, rain and fog nltornately nearly all the timo—and has soriously retardud
tho courso of trade, so that littlo has been accomplish-d.

A heavy snowstorm in lowoer Quebec and northern New HBrunswick, on
Fridav night and Saturduy last, blocked up the railway o that trains nave
beon wunble to get through, sud a further heavy fall on Sunday night ang
Monday further piled up * the beautiful” over long milos of dreary waste,
‘Tho ¢ fast” mail train from the Uppor Provinces that should hava arrived
hero on Saturday in the forcnoan with pissengers and wnils to sail Ly the
steamer from Eagisnd, did not arrive in timo. having becoma ¢ fust” in the
snowdrifts along tho St. Lawrence. The * Peruvian” was dolayed, in the
hopo that the train would arrive, from Siturday noon—her advertised time
of sailing—till Tuesday morning. Then, the posiil nuthorities haviny
ascertained that tho train was “somowhere” botweon Trois Pistoles and
Rivirre du Loup, the steamer was alluwed to procead without further delay,

Wo utterly disclaim the slightest dosiro or tiste for cuptious fault-finding,
and aro willinyg to give full force to and allowance for the plua of weather
detention ; still it strikes us, that, if tho Iutercolonial was properly
equipped or ils managera uliva to their dutics, mueh of this delay could
have been prevented. This railway has boen now completed wmany years,
and overyune knows thit cortain sections ure subject to suow blockades
evory winter and spring. Fhough a great deal is said every yoar ahout
building snowsheds iu these seotions, wvothing is dono. Then, if the
rilway hud enough snowploughs and, if what it had were promptly
hrought out, the blockade would not, could not, have becomo as bad as it is.
This is proved to be a fact by tho tr«ias oun the Mainoe railways, whore they
had about as much snow as iticre h1as seen on the I. C. R, forcing thoir way
through all right.

Mattheson, Harley & Co., wholesale aud retsil dry goods, suspended
payment and assigned a few days ngo. Their liabilities ave stated to be
about 834,000, but uo statoment of their assets has az yot been made public.
Ahoul half of their liubilities are preferred in their deed of assignment,
This failura will xurprize no one, for it has luvng bean Jdiscounted, from the
tlime somu monthas sincn, whou ono of the strongest partners- financially
spuakivg —withdrew from tha concern, taking with him what be conll
secuard «of hix capital [t is un open secvet that whon thev ordered spring
vouds, conditions wore dem tndud with which they did not find it couvenient
to comply.

One of our mrgest coal nud shipning honses 12 reported to he in
straightened circutustanees ; owing, it is =ail. to Now York complicstivns on
the part of tho senior partner ot the local branch. It is uncestain as vel
how they will pull cut, but their creditors are strongly inclined to tuke
mezsures 10 gunrd their own interesta na far as posaible,

Neither of the two incillents noted above are likely to Gisturb the satis
factory progress of genoral business hers, nnd wo can see no present reason
for modifying our cunfi lence in tha near future, and in our anticipation of
a laree aud profitabla «pring aod sumuer trade heing done,

The managument of tho atreet railway hag determined to run a hranch
which will lesve the main line on Barrinzton Street al Bell’s lane, aud
running down to Upper Weter Strect, will proceed through thal and
Grapvillo Streets tll it forms & $nvctivn with the branch running dowa
Goorge and through Hollis Street.  Tha proliminary surveys have heen
mado, nud the work of cunstruction will proceed as =oon as possible—
probubly in a very few days.

The excavation fur the dry dock i3 uearly comuloted to the projected
depth. The contractor is pushing tho work with his accustomed vigor, and
weann, burring accidonts, to finish it within the time allowed him.

The domolurion of the old Dathousie College building hus been beguu,
preparatory to the erection of tho new City Hall,

Building uperations will be oxtensively conducted i the cotning summer,
but principally on public institutiovs, so that thero will be plenty of
occupation for lubor.  Still it will not bo advisiblo for laborers from tho
country to come here sveking for work, as we have enough mon hore to do
all that is 1o be doue without the importation of wuy.

The imoudiate eftect of tho new license act has been to intensify the
dulluess of trado about the city, iucidont to this sewson of year, without
decreading to the slightest nppreciahla degrao the consunption of liguom.
The « thect 10 this regmd ig, go far, bl for, while xamo fow pereons are
undoubtedly prevented trom smidd mdalienness hecwn they emuot huy
ipint or more wt o time, msuy othars du hiay more thin they otherwise
would. Reutuls are also ssrivusly depressed by its wuikings, as many




