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OTTAWA, TUESDAY, APRIL 45, 1876,

ToCornrEsroNpruTS—~Lotters addressed to either
the Editor or Pablisher,as well as Communica.
ttons intended for publication, must,invariably,
bo pre-paid. Correspondents will also bearin

minad that one end of tho envelope should bo teft
opent, and at the corner the words ¢ Printer’s
Copy” writteo and atwo or five cent smmp’(nc-
cording t¢ the weighy of the communication)
placed thercon witl pay tho gostnuc. Nocom-
munication, however, will bo fnserted uniess
the writer’s namo 1s gfvon, not necessarlly for
Pulbllcat:on, but that we may Kuow from whom
t is sont.

WE have for tho past nine years endeavared to
furnish the Volunteer Force of Canada with
u paper worithyof u\elrsupport, byt, weregrot
to say, havo not tnet with that®ingltio en-
couragement which wo counfidently expected
whon woe undertook the publication of a
paper wholly devated to thelr tnterests. Weo
now apneal 1o thelr chlvalry and ask each
of our subscribers to procure another, ortoa
porsen sending us the nr s ol four or five
new subseribers and the w ‘ney—witl be en-
titled to receive one copy for tho year fice. A
litle exertion on the part ofour friends would
ma erlally assist us, besitdes extending the
usefulness of the paper among the bFotco—
keeping them thorouzhly sasted in ail the
changes and tmprovements in tho art of war
§0 essential for o milllar{] man to Know. Our
ambitlon is to improve the Volunteer Revicw
tn every respect, 50 as to make 1' secoud to
none. \{'m our friends helpustodo it? Pre-
miums wilt be given (o thoso gotting up tho
largest lists, Cho Leview boing the only mil-
ftary paper publishod in Canudu, it ought to
bo iiberally supported by the ofticers, non-
commissioned oslicers, and mon of each Bat-
tatlon.

Tue present issue of the VoLusteer Re-
view contains an able and vsluable paper
from the pen of the Adjutant General (Col-
onel Waixer PoweLl) oo the * Lakes,
Rivers, Canals, snd Telegraph coma.unica
tions of Canada,” it is that species of stalis-
tical knowledge which is particulary valu
able in,a commercial, as well as a military
point of view, and is compiled in such a
manner 0s t0 be equally available for either
purposes. It now only remains to arrange

tho statistics of the '* Railway commuuica-
tions,” to lay before the world a clear view
of tho capabilitics of this country for trade
or defensive purposes.

From the jnformation sfforded a soldier
moderatoly well acquainted with the topo-—
grapy of tho country could construot a stra.
tegeticnl system of defence by whioh the
whole availsblo force of the locality threat.
ened could beconcentrated without expense
aad effectively, and by compelling an:aseail
ant to fight through lines that coild not be
turned, give a sparse population the advan
tage of what would be at least equivalent to
numerical equality.

It is in this connection we bave advocated
the organization of the Engineer and Staff
corps from the civil element now available
—the Staff Colloge will require & good deal
of time to develope its full value—the stu-
dopts when leaving it, no matter haw well
grounded in theory, will have no practical
knowledge, and it would certainly be a piece
of common prudence to make such prepara:
tions beforehand (especiaily when it will
cost the State nothing) as will ensure by
proper organization the establishment of the
machinery necessary to convert the student
into a practical man.

We have alrendy pointed out the manuer
in which this organizationshould be created,
and the Adjutant General deserves the
thanks of the people of Canada for the very
valuable information given, as-well as the
opportunity afforded for urging this question
on the attention of our suthorities,

Tar following list of the actions of the
war of 1812-15 taken from a blue book 1ately
laid before the Houss of Commons.

Of the 13,000 regular troops a reinforce.
ment of 10,000 arrived in 1814, the only ser-
vice they performed ended in the failure at
Plattsburgon the 11thSeptember of that year
—the remanider of actions, fifty six in num-
ber.were fought by about 3,000 regular troopg
and the CanadianMilitin—who have a record
of service unequalled in military annals—the
reward camo rather late when most of the
distinguished aotors were in their graves,
but it showed proper feeling.al all events,
and n desire to prove to the rising geners-
tion that this country is not unmindful of
those who rendered her service,

The history of the Canadian Militia has
yet to be written, whoever is fortunate
enough to perform that service to the coun
try will Jeave on record a most instructive
lesson on mihtary sirategy and taclics per-
fectly uniqua,

Colonel W. F. Corriy, of Ottawa, publish.
ed the first volume of what promised to be
the best history of this contest some yers
ago under the title of ¢ 1812, a chronicle of
the war’~but met with solittle encourage-
ment that the second has not appeared,
Under the enlightened admiaistration of
tho present Minister of Militis, it would not

bo too much to hope rid should b~ afforded

the gallaut and talented authorto complote
the publication of such a useful and inter-
esting publio record.

In the Canadian Monthly Mngazine for
March there is a poem on the Death of Sir
Isaa0 Brookx of which tho gallant Colonel is
the author, the perusal thereof cannot fail
to stir the henrt of every true Canadian,and
the patriotio impulses thus aroused aro of
incalculable value to a country which must
depend for its national freedom on the frm
hearts and strong arms of her stalwart sons
~without the aid of a class specially trained
to arms.

Colonel Corrix's poem will be found in
another page.

A blue book, containing the names of all
the veterans whn participated in the distri-
bution of the $50,000 voted by Parlinment
last year to surviving militiamen of 1812 15,
hus been issued. The applicants numbered
3.824, of whora 2,500 bave been paid at the
rate of $20 per head. on satisfactory' proof
being aflorded of their identity, In Upper
Canada the population able to bear arms in
1812.15 did - not exceed 10,000. The num
bers embodied were 550 cavalry, 350 artil-
lery. 55 artificers, and 4 500 infantry ; tatal,
5,455. In Lawer Canada, the force consistad
of embodied militia, 5.012; voltigeurs, 567
chasseurs, 530 ; Col. Deschumbeault's wili.
tia, 500 ; total, 6,617, In Lower Canada for
a few months there were outside other bat-
talions numbering 3,638 men. There were
about 12,606 out for short periods varying
{rom a few days to t®o months, makinga
total of 23 526 militiamen of Lower Canada

‘out for 80me puriod miorc-orloss during the

war. 'The regular troops serving in Canada
cduring the war numberod about 13,000,
comprising one battalion of the Ist Foot,8th
King's Owa, 10th Royal Veterans, one bat-
talion 13th, 40th, 41st, 49%h, 89th, 100th,
103cd, 104th New Brunswick regiments, be-
sides the Royal Newfoundlund Regiment.
the Meurens, the Fancibles, ‘the Glengarry
regiments, 19th Light Dragoons; about 80U
royal marines apd-eeamen, and 500 artillery
and enginee>s, The whole period of the
war embraced 42 months, out of which 29

were engsged in military operations, name-

ly: 1511—- Wat threatening; preparators
made on both sides. 1812, June lst—at-
tack upon Isle anx Noix. June 18th—
United States declare war, 1814, Sept. 17
~Iast battle fought. Dec. 24—Treaty of

poace signed in Eutope. The following~

were the operations, so fas as fighting is
ooncerned, the name of t:.e successful party

"being given in each case:

1812, June l—Aftaclz upon Isleraux-
Noix; won by the English,

July 1—Raid on Plattsburg; won by tho
Eunglish.

July 3—Naval engagewnent near Amhers-
buvg ; won by the Engiish.

July 17—~Capture of Fort Mackinae ; won
by the English.

July 29—Engagoment near Ambersburg ;

-won by the English.

August 7T--Double attack on Amhersburg,
won by the English. i
August 9—Storos caplured near Detroit §

‘won by the English.

) August 18—Taking of Detroit by thé'Eng:
ish..

September 9-Riid on Gananoque : won
by the Amertcans.

October 4—Attack on Ogdensburg ; won _
-by the Americans.

October 9—Brigs Dotroit and Caledobic.~




