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OTTAWA, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1875,

ToCornrESPONDENTS~-Letters addressed to either
tho Iditor or Publlsher,as well as Communica.
tions intended for publication,must,invariably,
be pre-patd, Correspondents will also bear 1n

mind that one end of the envelopo should be left

open, and at the corner the words ¢ Printer’s
Copy" written and a two or five cont smmp}ac-
courding to tho welghu of the communijcation)
placed therecon will pay the postage.

Ligor. J. 8. Vx.\"rx&otvmtorln, and Captain ¥,
V. EpMoxns of New_ Westminstor, are our
auathorlzed Agents for British Columbla,

In another column will ba found a de-
scription of *The Bunker Hill Celebration,"
and of the speech of General DevEeNs, of the
United States Army, on centennial anniver-
sary of that memorable episode in the his-
tory of the British Empire snd of modern
civilization.

The United States 4rmy and NavyJournal,
frorx hose columns the article has been
taken, deals with it in the liberal and en-
lightened manner, which would be naturally
expected from an educated soldier swhose
training enabled him to distinguish probabi-
lities from possibilities, and whose honor
would not be sacrificed'to sentimental patrio-
tism,

While this regard for historical truth and
tte inexorable logic of facts is s0 conspicu -
ous in the military critic, it shines with equal
luster in tho orator; General Drvexs has
had & most difficult part to play, and ho has
played it with admirable skill,

3| of Breeds & Bunker's Hills on 17th June,

The acoount given of the batllo in all its
mnin incidents aro subatantially correct: -
and as might havo ULeou oxpected from do
distinguisbod a soldler, given with « clear-
ness and precision which minkes the whole
action ensily understood and tho tactical
bluaders of tho asasilants abundantly con.
spicuous,

It matters littlo as to what numbers of
the Colonial peasantry stood bohind the
hastily improvised and ill-judged defences

1775—the faot remains tho same that Bri«
tish officors deliberately led tried and vet:
eran Britiah soldiers to slaughtor in defiance,
not only of all rules of warfare, but of com*
mon sense.

Notonly was an attack in front unscientifio
and dangerous, but even in reverso it was
unnecessary—iwo gun boats, one on the
Mystic the other on the Charles River, would
have compelled tho evacuation of the works
or the surrender of the insurgonts without
landing a soldicr or risking the life of a man.

History has dealt too leniently with the
character of the imbeciles, whose stupidity
broke the sceptre of British supromaoy,
not only on this continent, but as far as the
interests of humnanity are concerned all
over the world, and insteud of prace, has
given it a century of bloodshed and crixe,
which should not be charged to the intrigues
of politicians.

Our contemporary’s article, with the
synopsis of General Devky's speech,is worthy
of careful perusal,

WE publish in another page an article on
¢ Heavy Rifled Guns,”” ™~'m our contempor
ary the United States . rmg andNatyJournal,
which is a review of a work on ordnance, by
Captain J. G. BuTLsR, of the ordnance corns
Juitod States Army ; and we give below a
synopsis of a report from Broad Arrow of a
debate 1n the House of Lords on the same
sutject. It is very evident that the great
mistake made by the British Government in
this matter of heavy guns—a mistake known
to all practical seamen as well as o every
intelligent mechanic long before the birth
of tue irst “Woolwich Infant''—originated in
the folly of leaving the armament of the
fleet to mere artillery offcers whose know-
ledge was necessarily hmited by their pro-
fessional practice, and the error did not end
by the mereadoption of & vicious and faulty
system in the covstruction of the gun, but
compelled the naval architects to furnish
unwieldly and unhandy warabips as plsé-
forms for clumsy and inefficient artillery,

The failure of Sir W. ArmsThoxNg's system
of breech-loading may be traced toa too
rapid twist in rifling, and the use of gun
powder not adapted to the propulsion of
rifled projectiles, To the artillery officer
fightiog his guns on a solid and stable plat
form tne idea of the mechaaical aotion of

botter to invent a machino lo control the
foree than to modify the force to the ma.
chine—hence the Woolwich abortion, Our
neighbors of the United States wore wiser;
they saw at onco that inorder to hnvoa
powerful gun they would bo compelled to
rontrol the explosive force in a measurablo
degree, and hence nll the varities of gun-
powder with its cabalistic marks and vari.
able degrees of explosive force which cha.
racterize the artillery of the day.

Tho debnte in the ITouse of Lords shows
in reality how littleattention kave been paid
to this question which is further illustrated
by a letter of a distinguished British Ad.
miral, which is also published below. Lord
Cattowerl doos not seem to have learned
much respecting artillery during his occu-
pation of the war oficer—uader tho ol
regime of cast iron orduauncoe an accusionsl
gun busling, an operation by the way his
Lordship dignities by the term ** explode”
did not deter senmeu from discharging theie
duty—it was by no means an unusua! occur.
rence though it hardly amounted to one per
cent. of the armament of Great Britain, and
we dissent from his opinion that “1If the
had ninety-nine guns which did not explode
and one which did explode suoh a fesling of
consternation would be produced amongst
soldiers and sailors that one gun would do
more harm than the ninety-nine others du
good,” ‘L'his is the calibre of the man who
is mainly accountable for the preseut dan.
gerous and uneatisfactory state of affun,
‘This subject of rifled artillery has not ye,
as & greay probler, reoceived a satisfuctor :
solution : '

“In the louse of Lords the Duke of Sox:
erset, in moving for a return of tho differes
classes of guus and projectiles now in usen
the navy, expressed his opinion that tbe
employment of breech:loaders would b
preferable to the use of inuzzleloaders oz
board ships'of* war. He observed thatw
have at present 38:ton guns, and thata
80+0n gun was in the course of constructios,
which must of course be of great lengit,
and he remarked on the inconveniens
which would necessarily be entailed thereby,
as guns of an enormous length wouldbs
oxtremely heavy, and great delay aud diff-
culty would be experienced in loading mur
zle loaders of that size. ‘The prescat tins
was, in his opinion, a favourable period for
the considerationof the matter, and it wonld
be unwise to defer deliberation on the sub
Jject until the moment when war might be
irapendin Lord Malemsbury said thers
was 1n0 objection on the part of the Gorern-
ment to give the return moved for. The
whole question had besn consideredin 1866,
and there had been no change since in the
decision then arcived at.  Then a vew ia-
vention had been made, by which munls
loaders might be loaded by means of 20 °
bydraulic machine, but there existed a doub! .
whether it could be used with safety. 4 -
means of strengthening the breech in breech -
loaders had been discovered by SirJ. Wht-
worth, and if that should prove successiul, :
the breech - loader would no doubt be adep -
ted, but the change must be effecled gradu: ;
ally in time of ppace on account of the grest !

the propelling force of that used on the gun
wonld be the last thought-of; it would bo

expense entailed by alterations. T.eGor- ©

| ernment would continue to watchanyes' ;



