
The Pr.bytru Bovtw.
<ested intense nnxieîy lest the supply (ail, and immense
relief when there proved ta be enough and ta spare.
Aiter games, singing, and proiourid salaams, the
shadows of night hegan ta faIt, the çchool childrcn went
to their Ilrice," and the naked lijte bodies of the heathen
l'lended with the shadotvs and disappeared.

In somne missions they give a Sunday.schoot picfltc,
as a Christmas treat. Mrs. Ninde tells af ane given in
Lucknow, the IlCity of Rýoçes," ai the time of her visit
there. Two th<,usand children train the Methodist
Sunday schools gatlîcred at the Afatiden, a public park in
the centre of the city. Tiierew~ere seven great elephunts
adorned with crimson vetvct, and gotd fringe, awaiting
their arrivai. Mirs. Ninde and the nlissionaries mount-
cd ane of the large hcasts, and the backs ot the otiier
six were Ltuifkiy crowvded with boys and girls, She
inquired why there were flot more etephants s0 that ail
of the chiidren could have a ride, and was înformed that
only thosc couid ride who had passed the examinatian
Just hefore Chtistnas ait of the Suniday*schaoi children
-ire examined on the wvork of the year, andi only those
w'Io can recite without mistake ail of the tesson topics,
golden te.\ts, and sclectcd verses are entitled ta an ele-
pliant ride. Mrs. Nînde felt sure she could not do
this, and with a keen sençe of her awn unwarthiness
proposed ta leave her iofty position ; but as she was a
Igte%t she Nvas atlowed ta stav. The question naturaily
aril;es, how many ciephns woutd l'e required fur the
ordinary American Sundav scliool ?

In Burmah we find a polygiat cetebration, English,
Karen, and Burmese reoicing together. One mission-
ary has described her Christmias surprises. liere is the
li.t: IlFirst a kind ai bag made ai the bark ai the
plantain tree ; in it are severat little packages contaîn-
ing tea, sugar, cacoanut, and a handkerchiet with a
pretty border. These are fram the aid Karen preacher,
who lives ini the compound. Next a pretty fan and a
tittle laoking.glass (rnm l'au l'au, my right-hand girl,
falded oranges in large leaves ; in this package ai
leaves, a bit af cake from the yaungest child present ;

aIn car of carn, a tiny battlt ai candy, twa sheets ai
paper, and twa needies (otiaw; then more handkerchiefs
car.ting three cents eachi, twa candies in this packet,
and what have we here ? Ah. it is cigars ! liow they
laugh, for 1 tatk so strongly against smoking, l'ut they
tell me these are for my plants, sa I accept them.
Though these are aIl such trifles, they are very, preciaus
as they came ladcn with the 'gaad will ' af the Christ-
mas season."

In Singapore there are so many nationalities that
four languages are required at ane cele',ration. There
were the dusky Tarnils fram India ; daughters of
weaithy Chinese merchants with hait and dresses spatk-
ling with jewels ; groups of Siimesechitdren, and hasts
ai Malays. Afier carats in Tamil, the prayer in Chinese,
and the address in Malay, the giits were distributed.
Girls af twelve or thirteen, being tao aId to appear in
public. had fittie remeinbrances sent ta theui. We
hope, considering their great age, that these presents
were especialiy flice.

CINA.

Fram the hundreds ai Christian centres in China we
must choose aniy one. tht Girls' Schaoi in Pekin. " On
Christmas morninlg the beautiftil cantata, ' Tht Star ai
Bethlehem,' was cxquisitely rendercd l'y the schooi
children. The crawning cvcnt, however, was tbe dis-
tribution ai giits on Sunday nftcxnoon ta the heathen
children. Tht chapti was packed with a nîotley crowd
ai the great unwashed. Expectation was an tiptat, for
they had been told that, if thty came regularly, they
would receive an Christmas day a nice card, and when
in addition each bey and girl was given a package, wiîh
the strict injuniction not ta openl it uni cat ai the
chapel, it was palhcîic tasec thcrn. Theltlegirls with
their dirty faces, pantially concealed l'y paint, would
care.singiy hoid thor packages against their checks,
smaothing them gcntly, and ro'ck themn back and forth
croaning, Il1 believe it i% a doIt,- but flot a package
was opcned or pccjied iat untit ail were autside, and,
as the mie.ionary explatir.c te thein the coming oi the

Chnjst-child and the jay it had brought to the warld, thé
gladness that shane in their faces was praof that somne
ai this loy had came ta their hearts. Two hundred and
fifty chidren or mare on that day received their first
Christmas gifts, and in mare th&n ane hundred and flfty
heathcn homes the sweet stary af the nativity was totd
l'y chiidish lips,"

I i'ec -% picture On a dainty japanese fan ap~pear the
tiny people in Gtary Kîndergarten at Kobe. Il One
purpose ai the kîndergarten bas been-under the blue
sky, beside the sea, in the shadow ai the hilis, yes, in
the presenre ai thousands ai shrines and temples ai
heathtnism, at the time ai the preparation and excite-
ment attending tht mere advent ai the new year-to
make a festival for the children which shali celebrate tht
birth ai Christ, the King ai the earth." Aiter the sangs
had been practiced, the recitatians learned, and the gitts;
ail folded in snowy paper and tied with red and gold
strings, which signiiy a git, tht raom was decarated
and tht trte set up. A profusion of chrysanthemnums,
with bouquets ai smal pine trees, purpie cabbages, and
red berrnes, were very effective, and tht teacher had
made two flags ai chrysanthemums, ant ai tht Amer-
ican and the ather the japanese, which were put on
tither side ai tht Christmas text. Tht fascinating
japanese shops furnished red, blue, sitver. gilt, and
green glass bl'als, with dozens ai l'right-coiored candies
for the tret. But ail the decoratians are as nothing tai
the gay little company of chitdren who marched in,
arrayed in Ilpaie green silk, soit grey crepe, gaily lie-
decked with flowers, fine sashes with over-sasheï af
rase pik, gold-cmbroidered coitars, artificial flowers for
tî,,c black hair, and paint and powder for the liait girls'
faces." Then ioilowed tht Christmas music, "lOnce ini
Rayai I)avid's City," IlHeaven and Earth this Night
Rejoice," IlWaken, Little Childrer,' and kindergarten
sangs, ail sung in japanese. Aftec a simple Bible les.
son the children played their gracelul gameq, and en-
joyed their beautiful tree, and a treat ai bean pastel
sugar storks, and cakes. The children, dear, quaint
littie figures, are extremeiy palite, and make tow l'ows
as they affer Ilten thousand thanks " (or their tiny
gifts.

DA.RlKESr AFRICA.

Fromn the colar and charts of the sunrise kingdom
look inta the heant of darkest Afica. In this haunt of
siavery, cannibatism, feticbsm, and witchcraft, is there
the iaintcst gleamn of the Star? Down tht great river,
thraugh the deep farests, cames ont ofithe very merriest
accounts af a Cbristmas celebration. Tht attempt ta
introduce Santa Claus was nat a success. Ht was
greeted with shnieks and groans, and cries ai Illet mne
out," Ilit is the evil one," "lit is the dav afijudgcmnent."
The smalt iry caught the infection and fled ta the bed-
raam, while the black children crept under chairs and
tables ta bide themrseives. Santa Ctaus was al'liged ta
reninve bis disguise vcry hastily, and they were soon
reassured and began ta laugh and chatter and nbble
their cakes and fruits. Ont said he thought that Etijah
liad returned, another that it was John the Baptist, and
another that it was Satan, and ail bis evii deeds rase up
bciorr him. They may not nced aur legends af Santa
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