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for the improvement of tho finanoial condition of the College
This Society hae had several meetings and bas organizad & schems
of oporations, bat tho genoral depression which prevails in she
couatry, oombined with tho nrgent appeals made by the represen-
tatives of other Schemes, for funds to redaoce the deficienocies in
their revenues, have seriously operated against much progress
being msde ia the work contomplated by this new Sooiety. The
Bosrd reiolved some tirao ago, instead of seeking for new invest-
menta for money paid 0a socorunt of existing seourities, to apply
these funds towards tho reduction of the mortgage debt oo the
Colloge. This mortgage originally atood at 826,600, but has now,
from the moaeys received at tho timo of tho Semi-Centenary of the
Collego, and from payments made oa investments, been reduced to
$5,000. The Troasurer is now in funds to pay this amount, and
has given to the mortgegees the required notico prior to pay-
me nt,

Tho Board has bad under its repeated oynsidozation the master
of tha College Residenco, and contemplatos makiong changes which
will con3uce $0 she comlors of the students, as well as redace the
annoal outlay in the management of this department. Tbe Board
hapes to ba able to make arrangsments for securing the services ot
a resideat dean who will exercise s general superintendenoce over
the students living in the College.

The Rev. George Logie, B. D., who has for some years taken
charge of the Preparatory Course in the College with much
scoeptance, was relioved of his duties in order to permit bim to
pursne his stodies in Edinburgh and Gormany. The Board ba®
jastructed theSanate to make provision for ths condoot of the

olass duting the coming winter, which it is boped will ba satie”
factory.

Sinos tha last repors the Box+d has made much needed improve-
ments ia the vontilstion of ths clars-room by the nse o electrio
fans. This change bas already greatly conduced to the bealthand
comfors of professors and atudoats alike, The Auerlight has beea
introdoced iato the students' roome, and it is expectoed thatin
sddition to tha greas increese in light, a very considerable redano*
tion will bo made in the expooditaro for gae.

MANITONS

The Board of Alanagement of Manitobs College begs to sabmit
the Report for the past year,

Datiog the winter session, just closed, the number of stadeats
in the Facalty of Arts and the Preparatory Department was 177,
and there are now in attendance in tbe Facalty of Theology 23
stadents, makiog a total o! 200, being 6 fower than in the previous
year. At tho University examinations of 1896 there were 3 madals
snd 11 scholarships won by studeats ol the College. At the
examinalions )ast closed 103 studects of the College bave been
writing. 11 more than last year: ci thess, 32 are candidates for
the degroe o B. A.

Tho total reoeipis for the Orinary Fuad, inclading the balance
in hand of $799.2{, bas bson $§219018.21, as compared with
$20,580.65 o! the previons year. This includes $38,835.09 for fens
aod board of resident students, bong $228 more than daring tho
praviods yoar. The cxpenditnre has been 820,823, leaving a
balance in hand of $1,095.21.

The legacy from tho late Warden Kiog, mentioned in last
roport, has been paid daring the year, $5,000, loas $500, the
suocession duty. This monoy will bs invested as soon ae oppor-
tunity offera ; with it the Endowment Fand e now= $51,215.

The Board fally conoars in the opinion expressed ia the Report
of the Secate, as 10 the valaoc of the services of Prolessor MoLaren,
gives for the fourth time, and of those of Professor Dr. George
Adam Smith and Dr. Beattiec. Tho Board is also of one mind
with the Saaate that steps should be taken, without unnecessary
delay, to seouro an addition to tho teashing staf of the College.
This is in {oll accord with a resolation passed by the Synod of
Manitoba aad the North.-Waest Territories at its Iast meeting,
The making of auch an addition will, ol course, nocessitate an
increase in the aunoal income of the Collego.

CHURCH AND MANSE.

Thoe report of the Boand of Management of the Church and Manse
Bailding Food for Manitoba and the North-West Territorios :

Daring the past yoar the operationa of the Roard have not been
80 cxlonsivo aa in some provious yoars of its history, the atate of the
foad hav-ag provented the making of grants in several imalavoes.
Asaistance has bosn givon towards the oreclion or extension of 14
church s anl 2 manses. The amouat advanced by way of loan has
been 43,30, while grants ainounting to $440 have boen made, Uf
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theas, 8 churches are in the Synod of Manitoba and the North.1Veat
Tercitories, with 5 churchiea and 2 manses in the Syned of DBritish
Columbia, A mors detailed statement of these loans and grants is
afterwards given.

In the report preaented to last Assembly it was said that, owing
to the atate of the fund, graunts could no longer bo made exoopt out
of interest, and cven then only under exceptional circumstaunces.
This policy the Board has had to pursue during tho past year. It
is with great rogret that it has done ao, but no other course was
open to it, unless the capital of the fund was to be seriously
impaired.

Of tho moneys advanced by J. T. Morton, Esq., and of which
mention has beon made in thu reporta of former years, there has
been ropaid $4,125.55, leaving a little over $10,000 still due to him.

Through the Rev. Dr. Robertson, who Las spent the past six
months in Great Britain, various suma have been recsived in aid of
the fund, amounting in all t0 $3,885.78. Tbis amount, it isbelieved,
hav been obtained from individuals aud not from congregations, but
the Board is not yet in possession of any detailed information on the
subject. It, however, desires to oxpress most grateful thanka to tho
Christisn friends who, on having the great work this Church is
carrying on in the North-West brought under theirnotice, recognized
the claim resting upon the Motherland to share in the work of pro-
viding for her children and sons 2ettling the:ze, and generously
reaponded toit.

DISTRIBUTION OF PROBATIONERS.

Your Committee are plesscd to ba abls $0 state thas their work
has baen thronghoat mare pleasant than for some years past— hat
coafidence in the Bcheme cppeura 10 be increasing, and that it ix
hoped will incresss after some additional improvements in it3
regulations, or as thoias are more correciiy and geaerally known
aad more faithfally enforoed. For ihe most part, orin very
many instanoes, Presbyteries do not sesm $o be acquainted wits
its provisions. and this is particnlarly the oase with the
Moderators of Bessioas ia vacant congregations, and the Commit-
tees of Supply io thess when suoh are appointed. Oune of tho
recommendations with which the Rsport concludos bears on such,

Yoar Committes shink that it was a wise action on the part of
the last General Assembly to allow some measare of discretion ay
to admission $o ths roll of Probationers. It will surely not bs
disputed that the roll shonld be compozed of such as are eligible
and likely to be called. 1f vacapcics desire to hear only candi.
dates from whom they may be guided to seek a parator, those sent
by the Committes shonld bs tash as are likely, one or other of
them, to meet their expsctations and present an asoeptable appear.
ance, Neoessity has been felt in the oourie of the year to aot
upon the discretion granted, and to refase one or two who were
oertified by Preabyteries, but whose work within their bouads was
not such as to encourage the anticipation that they wonld be
sucoesafal in other quarters. 1t was also judged pradent in the
interzsis of the Scheame aud of vacansies to drop s nams from the
list. Two whose names had been formerly on the list acd had
received appointments for ths period allowed, namely, two yosars,
applied to ba replaced, but their request was not grantad. In this
it is thonght the Assembly will ocncur.

Eighty vacancies wers reported duaring the year, some of thess
sizes the arrangement of the Scheme for the quarier now corrent,
01 thase, 41 wore settled at the dutes and by the perions recorded,
and 39 are atill ander supply.

The number ol Probationers <n the roll whoss services were at
the disposal of your Committes was, 2i. Of these, 4 obiained
stated chargos; 3 aocepted appointments as Ocdained Misaion.
aries; 1 was dropped from the roll; and 1 withdrew, leaving 15 on
the 701! at the present date.

Your Committce would commend the Scheme or Act to the
approval of this Assembly, and ask that it give the influencs ol its
aunthorisy ia favor ol ite faithlal and imparlial operation.

Recoxuxexparions :—1. That ths Preadylozries be required to
repors all vacanciea whea they occar, or exist, in their bouads to
the Comaitiee, for soms supply, either fall or partial.

1I, That the namos of interim Moderators of Sesions in
waoracies bo sent by the Preabylery Clerks to the Coavener ol the
Committes, that ha may farnish them with & copy of the Rsgula.
si00%, and belp them ia the falfilment of their datiss.

I11. That the Presbyteries on the licensure of studsnts to
prasch ths Gospel recommend them $o plece their sersices at the
disposal of tbe Commiites for employment in the regnlar way.

IV. Thas tho attention of Pretbyterioa ba called again to the
regalations in force gnarding pulpite of vacant congregations from
the anine preponderarce in rupply by minissts in settled charges
or sindents,




