The Tea-Table and Its Adjuncts.

ANTIQUE SPOONS. - |

o N the history of domestic
C& implements it may not,
perhaps,begenerallyknown
that the simple and hoinely
spoon boasts a position of
considerable antiquity, and
has, at one period, at least,
of artistic excellence, been
the subject of considemble
ormamental skill on the
part of its producer. We
are accustomed to think
of our more remote ances-
tors as supplying them-
selves with food in the
mast natural, not to say bar-
</ larous, fashions. Even the
clegant Ovid, in his “ Art of
~ g Loving,” written two  years
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\ before the Chrstian cm, smives
e 4

the injunction—
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We must, however, leave to the
G 2 leamed antiquary the task of find-
ing the exact date at which the
invention of such instruments 1ook
place, and the name of the country
N 310 which their uce was first inim-
duced. Certain 3t is that twe kinds
of spoons wene known to the Ho-
mwans.  One, fizund in cur initial,
they called 2 * cochlear,” because
they used the point of the handle to
draw =nails and mussels out of their
shells, the bowl werving for egers,
Jellies, and other aliments of little
oensistency . Copaes of three an-
et silver spoons ane given in the
Musevs Barhonien of about the size
of a desert-spwn, one of which s
a eochlar wuth mund bewl “and
reut. the other twa hoing of oval
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shape, and with round handles. Another Roman spoan,
with 2 boul of aval shape, may be seen an the w.
teresting collection of antiquities at Mayencr, canol
in hone or ivory, and actually possersing the familias
“ rat-tail ** hereafter to be mentioned.

My object in the present paper is o give some
idea of the development, artistic and othet, of the
spoon in more modern times; and my task, T may
note, is rendered casy by the presence of the hall-mark
to be found on English specimens in silver, wineh
is, when legible, an infallible guwle as to the year of
their manufacture. In fact, as a geneml rule, cven
Euglish picce of plate of the last four hundmd
years is both «igned and
dated, being stampail with
the initial or initials of
the maker, as well as a
letter of the alphabet
inlicating the vear of
s origin.

In the Middle Aps
there are proofs of the
existence of spoons as far
hack as the thirteenth
century, hut these were
no doubl, fur the most
yart, of wood, ot of pew-
ter. The furk, however,
was not in general use
.l affer the time of
Elizabeth.

It must Yo 2 matter
of common expericnee
among thase whe are ac-
quaintad with the sty
of antiquities m the pre
~inees, that olijeets of art
whase origin has preten-
sons 10 a mepe or les
Temnte date ans alment
wvariably refermd 1o the
tume, if 1wl o the e




