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- MISSION FIELL.

An Indian Convert.

The following letter ias been sent for publication by Lev.
Norman M. Russell, The weiter, Mr. N, G. Wellinkar, M.A.,
LL.D., is a student convert to Christinnity. ke is a professor in
Wilson (Free Church) College, Bombay, and was baptised by Dr,
MeoKichan recently. Mo gives his reasons and opinions in o
J2rics of Jetters of which this is first. LThe baptism of both Mr.
Chetty of Madras, and Mr. Wellinkar of Bombay, have attracted
considerable attention.

TO MY THOUGHTFUL MISDU FRIENDS.

Deanr Frigsps,—When ono's mind is full, hecannot holp open.
ing 1t to his old friends. My conversion to Christianity has been,
what overy true conversiou is, a complete change ot the whole
beang. The Now Man, has has sapplanted tho Old Man, without
bringing thoughts many of them too decp for words. The roots of
our laith aro necessarily hidden from observation, for they lie in
that testitony of the Spint which is silent to all bat to him whom
itaddresses. Thisis the ultimate ground of our fuith—au” thiais
just what cannot be explained. At tho same time it is possible to
show the chief land markson the way thac has led us to joy and
hope. It may be that some will be thus ivduced to cater upon the
search which though accompanied with much grosning, ends, by
God's grace, in the discovery of the priceless pearl of Lruth.
These brief letters are an attempt to show tho priaciple stages by
which I have been led in God's inercy to iny prescat belick.

Do we or do wonat need a religion?  Not the simple name of
religion but a living rehgion swhich shall enter every thought,
every word, cvery act; m a word a power that suall guide
us along the difticulv way of life. To-day let us bricfly con-
sider this question. I shall content mysell with urging a single
consideration, in this sctter. Every oducated Hindu, however
sceptical, admits that henceds tho name of religion. He thinks
that it is necessary for him, aud it is hisright, to bo considered
** A Hinde ' not aaly in the scuse of a Hindu by nationality, but a
Hindu by religion, \Whatever may be his viewsanad doubts regard-
ing Hinduism, he feels, hc nceds tho name of it. But what is a
name without the reality corresponding to it 2 What is then the
rcality which this namo of Hinduism represeats for these edacated
men who delight to call themselves Hindus? In other words is
Hinduism inany scnse a real, hiving, austaining religion to than?
1 think an honest inquirer can only havs one answer to this ques
tion, viz.~J!t1snot. A religion is something which is fully belicved
in as ciernal and unassailable truth.  Dear fricnds, ask yoarsclves
the question, how many of vou believein Hinduism; or leaving
Lelicf alone for a moment, tell e whether you can make to your
own conscicnees, an honcst answer to the question—**Wihat is
Hinduism?”

Do not doceive vourselves by drawing distinclions between
** Popalar” and ¢ Philosoplical™ Hindaism. Such a distinctionis
in itsell o confession of woakness and doubt, for therocannot bea
popaler and anotber philosophical religion, a religion for the
masscs and another for tho classex. There is no such thing as
“Yopular Christianity.” God's Truth is oz¢ for all men. Any
special mecting the cducatad classes may pat into Hindaism canaot
have to them the authority of religion—what they have invented
for thcit belief they may qaite casily dishelieve, Men'simaginings
cannot have the convincing power ol anything which purports i
bear the scal and superseriplion of the Moat High,  Which arc the
inspired books of the Hindus, which is the la:wo for their faith,
what is their Canon? Somosay tho Vedas arcinspired and arc
the sole Iaw of the faith of the Hindus.~Many very conpetent
men deay this; and how many cducated Hindus bavo made s study
of the Vedas, or can give a_consistent account of their teaching?
Can the Vedax then bo for Hindas Uicit o:rn biook, the gnide and
solace of their daily lives? Can they possibly vecupy for them,
the place which the Bible occapys in Christian lil= throughout the
world? Men wanl something antkoritative. Something defnite
and positize a3 the basis of their faith.  If these remarks arotmue,
{and Iarm convinced that no hoacst inquirer will dispute their
trath), it follows that Hindaism lias no anthoritative scriptares
and heing without these cannot claim that belie! which is of the
craence of religion. 1 omitted to refer 10 a 1vcent inveation of
some of my educated Hinda fricnds that tho Bhagvatgita s the
inrpired book of the Hindus. Thiais a new claim for iz, and asit
iz not gencrally st up, I need not consider it.

Indeed Hindrs show by their conducy, in different ways, that
they have no faith in Hindnism, whether "m " or * phile
sophical"—but this aspect of the question, 1 1 consider in my
next lettor. N. G. Wrravesk

Barric Presbyterial Society.

Following is an extended report of the cight ananal meeting of
the Barrin Presbylerial Society held in wrillia, & bricf notice of
which has already appaared.  The President, Mes. R N. Grant of
Orillia pruiding, and all the officers were preseat except Mes
Moodie, st Viee-Prasident; and Mes. Tillson, Secreiary of
Sapplics.

!'I ¢ first sexsion opened at 9.30 aam. on Tucsday with a short
Jdevolional service, in which « number of tho ladics took part. The
apening exercises wero condacted bs‘ the ident and AMra, Ciatk
oﬁlraccbridgc. Mex, Carswell of 3ond ‘Head gave the opening
address.  The Commitlee vn Coedentials, throagh Miss Pepper of
Orillia, Teporied eighty two delegates in attendance.

‘The reading and adoption of tho wivutes was followed by the
President's addreas, which was a very abloand thoush il resume
of tho work dozo during the year.  Very encouraging reports were
read from thoseveral Auxilivriesand Mission Bands in the Presby-
tery of Barcie,  Mrs. Barkerof tho Mcthodist Womun's Missionary
Socicty, und Miss Stewart of St. James Woman® Auxiliary, pre-
sented greetings from their socicties.

The address of welcome, delivered by Miss Chiristio of Orillia
wasuuch appreciated by all present.  Mrs. Smith of Bradford, on
behalf of the socicty madea very suitable reply.

The v ports of tho Presbytenal Society, read by Mrs, Needhawm,
Secretary, and Mrs. Stevenson, ‘Crcasurer, were received nith
great interest and found to be very cucouraging, showing greater
zeal and a more carnest cffort on the part of the Auxiliaries and
Dands than ever before. The following isan cextract {rom the
Secretary’s report s—

** 1n tooking at our wark from all points of vicw, your Secretary
rejoices to report not ono famt-hearted Ausiliary or Mission Band
on record this year.  Of the forty brauches camprisingour Society,
cight have been organizea thns year, four Auxiliaries and foor
Bands, viz—Auxiliarica at North Bay, Penctanguishene, Guthrie
Chur:l, Oro.; and Central Church, Aitchell Square; and Bandsat
Duntroon, Guthrie, Tottenham and Central Church. OQur Yresi.
dent has sought to inpress these newly organized branches with
the unportance of the work, and that on wowan aloue lies the
condemination for its nun-fulfilment.  Apart from organization;
no preshyterial visitation was deemed necessary during the yeer.

‘Cwenty-one Auxibaries, numbering 364 members, and 75
meambers of the General Society - nincteen Mission Bands with a
membersup of 385 and 20 mewisers of General Socicty, given
total memberstup of 919 and Y5 members of General Society as
against lasy years figures of 767 and 92, Our average attendance
reaching even to 446, All the socictics, except two, report gencral
members.  Que Auxthary records a lifc member.  Qur coutribu-
tions thus year mark signal progress.  The total revenue received
being $1,26:2.67, of which $367.U5 was raised by the Mission Baads
showing them to be really interested workers.  The cavelopo
systen as used in all the branches oxcept two and is the system by
which the noblest resultsin giving can be obtained.  Qar Presby-
terzal Foad has inct with a libeml response, only cight brznches
having failed to remit, $94 was forwarded 1o our Treasurer. The
cstavlistung of an Expense Fund in fully onc-half of the branches
has no doalt hclped to mamntain the former in a vigorous
condition.

** Tho Thank-offering scrvice has now bocome an established
ficaturc of our Society, and the exccllent results following, finan.
cially and spintually, arc too far-rcaching to be fully astimated.
The impressions made at the present miectings often tend to
increase the meonbership, fuller consecration and to show us more
cleariy our duty.

“1"aznng on to thesupplics for tho North.west, we notice that
although the roquirements, as laid down by the Board of our I’res-
bytery have not been so large as formerly. nine good subatantial
bales have been seat from our quarics, » goodly part of the material
bLeing new. At te i the November Leydes, confirms as of its
appreciation i the I'ortage la Prairic school, valued altogetherat
§340.24.  Twenty four Auxilianics and Mission Bands contribated
supplica for the box. The same cvidences of progress noted in the
forcgoing are also scen in our monthiy Lellcr Leagie!; 470 copics
arc this year in circulation as againl 353 Iommerly, SO copics
having been sabscribed forby the Y. W. Bands.  Saysozce Sccrelary
*As theonly organ of oarsoacty, we supply cvery lady inthe
corgregation with & copy.” Five handred anncal reports have
b ea distribated thronghout the Presbytery.”

A very {ull and complete report from the Seerctary of Sapplics
was read by Mrs. McCrace, of Collingwood, in the unaveidablc
ahstnccof the Sccretary. Mrx Tillson,  An interesting aod in-
ziractive paper on **our failures, or the graateat lack in out work,”
was read by M Johnson, of Penclanguishene.  Mrs, Waty, of
Gaclph delightad the adience with a very ableaddress o workesz.
Mra. Waitl was histened o mith greatatiention and many of the
membets recaved belp and encouragement foom her camncst words.

A resolztion of condolence, cxpreasing the sotrow of the Society
wassent o Mo, Tillson, Sceretary of Supplics, who has recently
mssed throngh decp afitiction in the death of her little gitl

The public rmeeting in the crvening was lasgely aliended, A H.
Beaton, AL, prosiding. The address of the Rev. Jomathan
Goforth onn China was thotoughly appreciated by all present.

Daring the evening the choir of thechunch rendered zome vy
cxecllent anthems. A collection inaid of the Praabyterial Fand
was taken up, amoanling o S5,

AL the wmosming sexwon_on Walncaday the {ollowing officers
wereelectal: ~Prasident, Mes B, N. Grant, Orillis ; Vice-I'reai-
slents, Mrs Moodic, Harric, Mra Clack, Bracebtidge, Mex McCrxe,
Collingwood, Mz Mclxod, Barric; Socrelary, Mrx Noodham,
Orillia; Amisiant Sceretary, Miss Roberison, Collingwood ; Sec-
Telary of Ngpplics, Mrs Baley, Graveahurst: Treasurer, M
Stevenson, Bammc. A inwilation from the Collingwood Auxiliatics
aad Mismon llamds to hold the next annmal meeting in that town,
waxrcondially accepicd. Mz Moodic of Barric was eleciod Pres-
byterial Delegate 10 the Society General Meeling in Torontla

\ig Mcelntyre of Collingwood raad a very well prepared jn
on *“importance »f Tonch between owr.oxiisiics and lission
Bandse.” The meelings closed wth the Wadnesday afierncon sex.
aion. Iy a unanimons volc, a Life Membenhip CertifSiate was
presenied o Mo Moodie of Barrie.  Mrs Haater of Orillia sang
reveral seleclionn dunng the meetings, and Misathase presided av
ikcorgan, The thanks of the Sociely are extenled to both thar
Iadick—K. L. Rorxrreey, Axhl. Sec



