
THE CANADIAN INDEPENDErNT.

TT[nternationa1 )Lcessons.

LessoN
October z2, 1 DAVID'S CHARGE TO SOLOMON, J' tCron

GOLDEN TEX',-" Arise, therefore, and be doing,
and the Lord wilI be with thiee." Ver. 16.

TiiME.-B. C., 1015. Very sbortly after the last lesson.
Sncb is the time given by J>elonbet, V'incent and others.
Our own opinion is thiat thiti portion bliould coule Intuire
not after that ;this charge is altogether dîfferent in toile,
spirit and subject to that recorded in 1 Kingsb 2 .:1-9, w.hicb
certainly did inot long precede Ditvid'.i deatb. Those are
dyiug utterances, apecial porsonal requests wbich had been
kept until the laet momeiit:a cf life, %%hîlu thîs charge le
vigyorous. stirriug, and is entirely directud to the Temple
and te kingdom. It is cf littie momient, cf course, but if
sve give 'timne," wù may a" welI s3trivuo u llow indfications.

J'LACE. Jeru2 ailem.
NOTES AND. COMMtENTS.-Ver. 6. liecali Lesson Three of

last quarter, - Iiod's Covenant wîtb David,"-tbiis is a
beautiful sequel to it-1-hvid was not permitted to bnîld
a bouse for God as ho bia proposed holi might, howev.ýr,
prepare the materials to the baud of bis son Solonion ;this
he bas done, and ho Nvould Dow Ilcharge" Solomon as to
the duty.

Vers. 7, S. Il Iii my mnd: " or in my beart. "l Thou
hast shed blood abuuidautly:. " this was another message in
addition to tbe oue recordcd iu the' lesson alluded to. The
sbiedding of Il muecb blood" was not ouly tinavoî dabIc aud
sinless, but mnuci cf it svas by conmmand cf God, yet it nfit.
tod him to build the temple of Jehovabi whose perfect reigu
on eartb is perfect peace. Aud thero are men to-day wbo
build temples with mouey made by trades ruinons to body
and soul alikie. Does uot the Word of God coule to sucb ?
"Thou shahl not build an bouse unto mvy niane."
Ver. 9. Il A man of rest : " one who ('ijoys ).(-St, wbo bias

the blestiugs of peace-", Solouicu ' Iiebrtw forîn iý; Siud-
omab, pececcable. This was the' naine givten 1dmii by bi,
inother. Dav-id called him Jedidiiab : - beloved of the
Lord; " the former nainie wvas, bowever, retaiuî'd(--" peace-
iu) bis dlays'-iulilled ; sec 1 Kings -1 20.25 ; 5 -4.

Ver. 10i. -' He shaîl biit aiu bouse: more lliglilîv hon-
oured in thiq thau biis fatbt-r ; more t1iani that ho !-hiouild
hc received into the closect relatîoushîpii. 1 Son -father -
tie Divine- King of Israel viouhi mnale Solomou His sou,
anti ini that ble-tsed privilege wvould do for hiui as cnly the
Heavculy Fatlier conli. 'l Establisb-bis knJn-c
ever : it should be continid duriog- the wlhole cf Lb Lfe,
a promise conditional on biis obudience as wc shial sec.
But there is au evm-iasting thronie of David and I>)avid*s
Son, the tbiroue of Jesns Christ, hing over ahl blessed for
ever.

Vers. 11, 12, 13. ln these verses we liave the necessary
conditions of prosperity for Solcmn, Gotis resence. «'The
Lord be xçiti thee : -Da-vid feit as -Moses diti generations
before, that onily in the abidiug pre>ence cf thc Lord was
success and prosperity. Il rt'sper tb1t e -" truc prosperity is
the gif t of God. - Wisdom and inndcr.-tandîug: "su David
prays ini that grand Mcssiauic Psalm, the 72nd: "Gîve the
k-ing thy judgments -- a prayt-r which Solomion bixuscîf
made in tbat mc-morable dr-eam, an-I wiîich was so eminent.
ly granted to bini ; 1 Kings .3 : 9.13. " Givc tbec charge:
do what I am feebly endeavonring to do, give tbec instruc-
tion in tby duties as to the kingdom; I that thon mayst
keep the law of the Lord tby God : " be obedient to Ris
commands, withont wbicbi there could be no truc prosper-
ity. " The law: " written and unwritten, that contained in
the Pentateucb as then possessed, and the words of the Lord
by his inspired prophets, delivered fr:om «tixne te time.

1 1Thenl," anadonly thon, "1shalt thon prosper ;""- il thon-
fulfil the statutes : ' and what was true of the prospcrity of
Solomon is truc of the well doing of aIl to-day," ouly as in
obedient!o to the lîsw of tho Lord. -"Be stroDg and o! good
courage : * is tho charge of 'Moses to bis successor,
Joshua, Dent. 31 : 7 ; be strong andi firm, koep tigbt hold
of ail that you have grasped, or ability to maintain one's
po'dition agaiust the attacks of Enenie2,, and %sbo could be
other than strong ndL courageous withi God for bielper 1

Ver. 1 1. David non' 3peaks of li;, preliarations for the
building of the temple; in my trouible,' or Il poverty," as
margin, or "lafflirtion :"the idea is tlîat amîd ail hb
troubles, warfare and distrcs,- ho had gone on miaking pre-
parations cf wbiieli thesv wvere tlie ouiteomu- an handred
thousand talents of gold," Il a thousand talents of silver",:
it is impossible to get at an approsimate value cf these

Istiu-, a,ý ve are ignorant of tie saltu cf the talent uanîed,
ietiier the Mosaic, the Civil, the Chaldean-vhich is

pos-ible as the' bock was writtun after the Babyloîii' ýb cap-
tivity-or the Syrian talent ; thie l>west estimate it3 eq(uiva-
lent to $0,00,000, an enormous and. ahnzost incon-
ceivable suin. We must not, however, thiink of this sumn
wvith oui- ideas of nmoney, as repreuitingl su much colin or
1bars of gold and silTer. Lt consistvd, withiout doubt, largely
of vesî;els of gold and silver, parts- booty obtained in
flavid's long n'ars, and partly tributo Nvich hie had -e.
ceiv-ki for 5everal years from ic co)uqoLeredi nations ronnd
about. Other ancient counquerors obtained cuormousý sumis
bv tlbeir victorivs; timber an-I st'jne: " ready. prepared
and dressed.

Ver. 15 - Workmilen-lewcrs and workiers of stone and
of tinibr"-"1 Cuiuniuig mtn :'There was plenty of labour
s -illedl and uiiskilledý(.

Ver. 16. 1- 0f thme gold-.silver-brass-iron :" themetals
mostly uc-cessîtry iin the build'ug. - No inmber "-ovast
thiat uo, coutit lias been tathen cf it. ", Arise, therefore,"
as cse-rtliing is ready to thîy biaud, Il and be doing," the
great svork Uie Lordl bath giveii timet to do.

Vers. 17, 18, 19. Davidl now elv-schrge to ail] Il the
princes of lsrael that they -'bon!d - hélp Solomioin,' aud as
an iniceutivo lie tells tueul s-bat God lia doue 1cr tiiemn
irst an~d f,îreiniost, w,-l' n bis praye- fe' Solomon, they had

i the' presene of God ; iti-ie von i-est :froni the
nttacks, to, whiil s-oui- fathiors;N wtr'st io)g.sulbj*t, inliabi-
taiiu, of tic land : tý:e C:iaaauitî s stili lefL in the land,

witi ietrns-Todnîcnations, so logbefore, antd again
in lntî-rTear., a to-Oi t) thein. ", Set yciir hi-art-to seek,
tht' Lord : '*in te Ilpeccial ininuvr iudicated : to - biniid the
.sanctiare," "1 the nrk : - sec Ltsson Two, Tlîird (Qoartcr;

1-the bioly vesst I> : - the golden candlesticli, the' sunilers,
and the snniff-disbeits, thîe cenisers, etc., wbich belonged to
thte (Ad tabernacle and its worsbîp)

ISINTS ro TEACHESS.

Topical Ana lvsis.-(1) Tht' presc-nt duty, 6-11 ; (2)
Prepar-tion for dnty, 12-111.

On the * tri Topic. teacbi that every mian, cvery boy anti
girl bias a present duty, and iL is tlîeirs to sveli to kinow
whiat iL is. "1 Lord nhat wilt thon have me to do ?" was the
fir.st utternce cf the awakenetI anti sin -convicted Saul, and
tlîereafter througliout hi, \vhole lie bis great desire n-as to
kuov and fulfil Uhc wîll of God. Tbe duty set before Solo-
mon in our Lessou msas une mn wbicb ail wbo love and svonld
serve God Cali engage', to help to bnuld up the 1{oi'e of
God, rot sinmply the material bouse buit the spiritual bouse,
the ever growimg, living temple, made up of "llivinig stonies;
1 P'eter 2 : .5 ; Epb. 2 :*12()-22. Es-ety sinner convcrted from
the error c! hi:> n'as , is a frosli stonc built up into that
eternal temple, and -bu wbo is instrumental in thant work is
in the lmighiest sense doing the duty enjoincd upon Solo-
mon, building a bouse for God. That duty is alwavs the
present duty, always incumbent, but thiere are many ways


