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Christian strength and zeal ? What is the style and what the amount of
Church labor for ail lier sons and con fessors ?

And 1l answer:
1. Lt is the 'workç which the Church itselt' can do. The truth of this reply

would sceni seif-evident. You bure a laborer on your farmi in the country.
There are iaany fields and many taslhs. Iere the soil is to be tilled. There
the yellow harvcst is to be gathered into the garDer. Yonder the emerald
grass is to faîl before the swep of the mower's arm. Yonder stili a forest is
to be felled and corded. What is the inborer's work ? Not ail that there is
to bc donc, but what lie can do, what one able-bodied man 15 equal to ; what
'with bis best diligence lie can personnlly achieve. You have Do riglit to es-
pect anytbing more Prom hlm. That is ail you look for him to accomplish.
As it is vith individuais so it is precisely vith associations of individuals.
Whiat they can perform by thieir comnbined strength, measures their full
obligation. The spiritual wastes in this sia-desolated world are broad and
drear. The gospel bas as yet but a miaority of earth's population as its cou-
fessors and followers. It holds here and there a conquered territory as its
owa. It lins ail the rest yet to overspread and subdue. Each Cbureh has
certain relations to tliis whole work. It is to do what it can toward bringing
in the Pull day of the gospel triumph. Its task is what it fin ds its power adequate
to undertake. Beyoad that lirait it mny discern other and broader wastes of
spiritual barrenness aad death. But it cannot enter and cultivate them. Its
bauds are Pull. It is to do the work of one Churcli, not the work of two.
W'hen it uses the wbole of its owu instrunientality in its field of labor, and
exhausts itsclf la advaacing its own spiritual triumphs, it is at tte end of its
responsibility la that direction. Its work is that wbieh itself ean do.

2. Lt is, again, ile whole of what it en do. This lins already been snid,
but flot with this particular emphnsis. It must fIll out its spbere. It under-
takes the spiritual traiaing of those who are banded together la its fellowships.
IJundreds of fanilies are associated in its parochial bonds. Withia these
houseliolds there is every variety of nge and ebaracter. Age lingers there
with patriarchal years and bonors, perhaps with manifoid sorrows and infirmi-
tics. Iafaney buds, chuldhood bloomis, young men and maidens stand up la
the glory of their strengyth and beauty, and burdea-bearing mnbood strides
stoutly on 'with its loads of weighty care. Some of these are aiready the
disciples of Christ, and are walking with the brotherbood. Some wbo rire
thius joined in sacred bands, are fighting great battles with temptations,
plunging amid worldiy influences and defilements, hoping to keep their erniine
unsoiled, and to nhaintain Christian purity, but needing to biear on aIl sides
the 'watchwords of hope and faith as their couitades ineet and pass then.
Others are strangers yet to the work of tue Spirit, and are drifting Porwnrd:
childhood, Zyouth, and age, townrd eternity, unsealed for the Lord. This is
the great special work for a Churcli, to save its own people ; to carry salvatiou
to every bouse and every heart of ail these multitudes; to watch for oppor-
tuaities whea griefj or scberness shadows the door, to sead la the healing,
comforting Gospel. This sacred charge is laid at the door of the living, acting,
working members of the Church. Whatever cisc tbey f'orcgo, this tbey must
attend to. W7hatever else they attempt to forward, this must not be negilected.
No other xuinistry, no other brotherhood will care for these souls but this
ministry aad this brotherhoôd. If they connot do this, and ail they would
wish to do beside, they must do this. If this remain undone, and they are
out on spiritual advcaturcs, a reproacliful question arises which they must


