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be almost sure, 1f he wants 10 his mnvestizations the help
of such technical means as only great works can aftord,
that he will get such assistance 4t once on apphcation
to any work ; and the scientitic papers of German chem-
ists very often contain ackunowledgments, with due
thanks, of ci nsiderable help they have thus obtamed.

* Besides these advantages for the development of
scientific and technical chemistry in Germa v, therc ex-
istsanother very important factor practica assistance
fromthegovernment. Universitiesare in Germanyaftaurs
of the State, not of the Empire, and in no other puint has
thedivision of the Fatherland into many smaller countries
proved itself to such a degree a boon and a blessing,
The essential character of the German universities, the
freedom conferred by the independence of the numer-
ous universities, is never lost. There have been hard
times occasionally for the universities of one country
or another; but somc umversities were always to be
found where, even in times of hard oppression, hberty
of teaching and learnmg remained complete and
unaffected, and the spirit of purely unalloycd scien-
tific research was preserved and encouraged.  So this
palladium of intellectua! freedom has never been lost ;
and 1t regained the former influence as soon as the

" casual oppression ceased. In our days there is among

all the separate State governments in Germany a clear
conviction of the importance of practical support being
given to pure scientific research.  To take one instance,
i order to facilitate teaching and researchin electro-
chemistry (a recently developed branch of science), a
suggestion by some leading practical scientific men to
the members of the Government was sufficient.  Upon
such a suggestion a considerable sum of money was
spent first by the Prussian Government for the endow-
ment of electro chemical chairs and laboratories in the
three ¢ polytechnic' colleges of that country; a short
time afterwards it was resolved to erect at onc of the
universities, uottingen, an institute for physical chem-
istry and especially electro-chemistry, in the shape of a
building which has just been completed. At the same
time other German countries have begun to grant thar
universities and technical colleges considerable sums of
money for sinular purposes—eg., the Saxon Landtag
alonc has unanimously voted half a milhon martks
(£25.000) for the creation of a splendid laboratory for
physical chemistry at Leipsic.

*“You will excuse my boasting about our Germar
managemient of this most important question of scientific
education. It is no blind admration without eniticism,
for I know by practical experience the management in
other countries, and 1 can compare tham.  And it is
only for the sake of science itself that I write these hnes.
If they should help the spread of the conviction of the
incomparable practical usefulness of every support given
1o pure science, together with the re:ogmtion of the
fact that the latter can only grow in an atmosphere of
liberty and confidence, 1 shall regard it as tending to-
wards the progress of science self, and destined to
exercisce such an influence on scientific progress as may
be compared with the discovery of the most remarkable
scientific fact.”

LONDON FUR SALE.

The fur sales of the Huodson Bay Company came to
a conclusion March 25th.  The general tone was duli,
and prices all round had a drooping tendency., The
unsatisfactory state of the American market stll mam-
tamns ats depressing effect, supplies Leing large, while
trade is partly deprived of its former channels of Hutlet.
Also the home trade 1s hampered by the uncertanty of
fashion, and the continental markets i their turn sufter
as well from the inactivity existing here and an the
States, the consequence being but little chnation to
ente: 1nto transactions of a speculative character. The
attendance of buyers was good, the Americans espeaally
bemy present i large numbers. The results of the
Hudson Bay Company’s sale are about as follows :
Otter have been moving slowly, and the pume
skins show a dechne of from 15 per cent. to 20 per
cent., the seconds 1o per cent. to 15 per cent,, while the
thirds ate somewhat under 10 per cent. lower than last
March,  Fisher have sold farly well and met with good
competition.  The prices of the firsts, seconds and
thirds average an advance of about 10 per cent., and
the pale are zo per cent. higher.  Silver Fox- -General
anticipations indicated an important reduction in the
value of this artacle, owing to the demands of Russian
fashion being more moderate for this expensive class of
fur as comparel with former years, but the dechne
generally has not proved so heavy as has been expected.
The black and dark skins have sunk to rather low
figures, (quite 3o per cent. below those of last year, but
the bright silvery and pale skins remain stationary at
practically former prices, so that the average dechne
does not exceed about 123 per cent.  Cross Fox
-As m the case of silver fox, this class of skin
has alsu moved very slowly last year, the reduc-
tion in value all round being about 20 per cent.
Marten - Of this article, among all others coming for-
ward for sale, the best hopes were entertained, but con-
trary to all expectations, the latter have not been
realized. This s the niore surprising 1n view of the
brisk competition  which exwsted for the article in
January, and wiich pointed to some advance (if only
even a small one) an the present sales.  An average
dechne, however, has resulted on the firsts, seconds
and thirds of about 10 per cent., while the high class
dark skins, as well as the pale and s nall sizes, were
from 20110 25 per cent lower.  Beaver are very much
neglected, and declined 15 per cent. -omjared with
January last, but the quahty of the prescnt -ollection
was hardly up to that which was then offe -« Mus.-
quash—There has been but bittle business dor . this
atticle simce the January sales, and consequeat - there
was no great anchnation to increase present stocks.
The small quantity oficred attracted but <light atten
twon, and sold at 135 per cent. to 20 per ceat. lowet
prices, the quality of these skins, however, bang n-
ferior to that of the January collection.  Red Fex
The change m values 1s very tntling, except an the case
of thurds and fourths, which are about 15 per cent. un-



