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feex on each county agent, property tax.ete. New Yook, !
New Jersey, Ilincis, Indiana, Wiscousin, Wyon g are
stated to appropriate the taxes inall or  ut towards
fire departments, for this we take to he the meanng of
special taxation where an orgamzed fire departtaent
exists. ‘T'he requisite datais not available tor eertann |
ing the gross amount of taxation levicd tm die 1 nited
States on the fire insurance cor.pames, but that 1t
amounts to several million dollars is evrdent.  As the
uet premiums of 51 States amounted 1 1308 to &0 g1y,
495, as stated in Mr. Hine's Tax Exlubat, we are dis
posed to think that the aver. ve rotio of the taaes
charged the fire insurance compines to their net pre
wiums will amount to not short of 150r 20 per cent.
The cffect is to make the companies tax collectors for
the State and municipalities for such atmposts as they
are subject to have to be reckoned as working expenses,
and an adequate addition made to rates to cover sih
ocutlays.

-—— -

A FATAL FIRE CATASTROPIIE.

On the 16th of October a fire took place in this city.
which is likely to be ever remembered, but we trust
never paralleled. ‘The destruction of property was
serious, but to this the fire w.ll owe no prominence in
our aanals.  The feature which wiitmake it memorable
was the tragic death of three firenen - King, Laporte
and Charpentier—while engaged in their ever ardrous !
and often very perilous dutics. ‘This catastrophe
left three wives husbandless, and sixteen children
fatherless. About wid-day two girls were working
on the third floor uf a building on St. Peter street,
opposite St. Aun’s market, which was occupivd by
Messts. Gilmour Bros. & Co.. who can‘ed a large
stock of drugg oi's sundrivs, soaps and tuncy goods.
There was a small gas stove in use for making paste for
labels. While at her work one of the girls wasstartled
by a flash of flame behind her whereupon both ran
downstairs to the office, and from which lace analarm
was sent which brought down the fire biigade. In a
few minutes the whole flat was blazing with a fury
which put the firemen in great danger.  “To sceure the
water necessary toextinguish sucha fire, the water tower
was brought into play,which threw an cnormous weight
of water upon the floor, where sixteen of the brigade
were engaged in a desparate struggle with flame,
\When success was in sight, without any w.arning, the
floor broke, plunging a number of the firemen down to
the lower storey, where the lives of three fitemen were
crushed out by beams, plaster, glass, burning planks
and other debris.  Several v.hers were injured, who are
happily recovering. On the news beeoming known
the death of those three brave men was felt by every
citizen almost as keenly as a personal bercavement.

An inquest was held, which elicted no material facts
other than those above stated.  ‘There was nothing in
the room where the fire occurred to cause an explosion,
nor any such outburst of flame as the girl swore to. |
The fire remains a great mystery.  Instantly the futal-
ity was known subscriptions were sent for the Iurwaved
families with the liberality characteristic ot this city.
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The contributions to the Gmdamonnt to about $15,000.
This includes $3.000 votea by the City Council —whick
requires ratification by the Legislature of the Province
—also 82,605 from the present ‘nadequate Firemen's
Bonevolent Fumd, the balanee being subseribed by a
numoet of citizens. .\ commitlee will e appointe! to

Cact with e Mayor, the Chairman of the  Finatce

Committee and Chairman of the Fire Committee to
adu mister the Fund - This witl probably be done in
the futm of annuties spreact over a number of' years fer
the maintamance of the hereaved families, who, under
such an arrangement, coild be paid S300 a year dur-
myg about 12 ormore sears.e Sotue such schewe is very
desitable, It ishowever carnestly ' be hoped that the

Firemen's Fund * will be placed on such a solid basis
that the Fuemen would have the satisfaction of know-
that their families would be provided for in case of
:sed caused by any futvre accidents. .\ suggestion
has been made that each Firemen contribute 50 cents
per month towards this permanent Fund, which would
be sappletmented by a substantial grant tfrom the City
Council, and an annual contribution equal to the total
annual amount contributed by the Firemen. Were
tis once donies thete would be permanent provisions
made to meet emergencies of this sad character, which
1> a far more business like, and more charitable way of
dealing wath a matter of this nature than retiance upon
The firemen risk their
limbs and hives in the public service, the public, there.
fore, may be justly expected to protect their familics
from destitution when the bread winner is stricken down
1 doing his duty in their interests.

The total loss includes damage to the building
$7006 and losses ot stocks as followws. Messes, Gil
mour Bros., $25.000; Messrs, Goldstein & Co., $6,500;
Messrs, Forarney & Co., $1o,000.

T'he insurances were as follows . v the building
$7.000 1m Roval and Liverpool & Tondon & Globe;
the Gilmour stock in Guardian, Northern, Mercantile
and British America, the Goldstein stock in Alliance,
North Awerica, Queen, Royal & Western ; ihe Kearney
stock in Norwich Union & Scottish Union.
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DEPOSITS OF INSURANCE COMPANIES WITH
TIIE GOVERNMENT.

We understand that attempts have been made (rom
time to time to induce the Government to modify to
some extent the regulations of the Insurance Act in
tespuet to the deposits of the insurance companies
placed in the hauds of the Government for the protec.
tion of the public.

The matter is one of vital importance  Only such
seenrnties that are beyvond question should be received
by the Department for this purpose. The first question
to be considered is that of safety, and it is, we submit,
questtonable whether any securities except those of
municip. lities having a gowxl financial reputation
should be accepted.  Unless this rule is strictly and in
cren case observed, it will be difficult to draw the line.
imetrities. such as those of railways, manufacturiug
enterpsi.as, of institutions that is<ue debentures for



