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was there more need for men of profound
learning in our pulpits than at present.
The minister bas to defend the word as
well as prench it. And to defend it
against the sttacks ot modern infidelity,
he must bimself be a man of scholarly
attainments, and of well developed rea-
soning powers. The trutis is assailed
from vuarious quarters. Infidels and
scepties hurl their anathemas againss it
—1iry ‘o stab it with their pens and to
curse it with their books. The watch-
men on the walls of Ziun must not only
observe the movements of the hostile
legions: but must be furnished with the
proper weapons wherewith to meet, and
repe} then.

And then with all his learning it he
would be a8 successful minister he must
have a good knowledge ot the human
heart. The physician must not only
know the nature of the remedies he is to
employ, but also the nature of tae dis-
eases he is to altempt to cure. Tne gos-
pel is a remedial system, and it is essen-
tial that the minister should be acquuint-
ed with the nature of wan. Its message
is intended to reach and change the heart,
and accordingly, he must he familiar
with its mysterious workings. That he
way undervstand the hearts of others let
him have a thorough knowledge of his
own. However we may differ irom one
another in habits, in tastes, in peculiari-
ties of temperament, there is a common
basis upon which we are all very much
alike. We have all of us one human
heart. And it 2 man has a good know-
ledge of his own heart, he may feel as-
sured that he has & very good knowledge
also of the hearts of others. The sense
of guilt, of ill desert and of helplessness,
which eaused him to feel his need of a
Saviour, will lead others to fecl their
veed ot the same, if he can only bring
them to realize their true position. The
gospel which was adapted to his easo
will be also adapted to the case of others.
For the gospel unlike all other rehgious
Systems is adapted to every soil and to
all ranks and conditions of mankind.
Other so called creeds have their zones
of vegetation and die outside cerwin
limits ot latitude ; but the gospel is pecu-
liar tono clime, Its sphere of vegetation
is coextensive with the world. The
minister however who would unfold its
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truths so as to lead to perimanent resulis
must understand buman natare, so that
there may be a perfeet adaptation of his
words to the erveamstances and  charae-
ters of his hearers. This wnsw  of the
sources of the power of Roberison ot
Brighten—his thorough kniwledge of
huoman nature. Yes, and it wag one of
the sources ot the power of Christ iim-
self ns a preacher—** He knew what was
in man."

All these qualifications however will
be of little value unless we can say of the
gospel minister as God said of Auron,
< [know that he can speak well.,” With-
out facility of expression, without the
power of communienating our knowledge
to others, the most sterling piety, and
the most profound scholarship will not
make us effective in the pulpit.  Piety is
essential to suceess, but the mere pious
drone will be a fuilure. The finest com-
position and the most brilliaut thoughts,
i the utterance be careless, hesitating
and indistinet will fall flat and pointiess,

I have thus mentivned the principal
qualifications of the gospel minister,
There are vthers which may readily sug-
gest themselves to your winds, not least
among which is common sense, and for
lack of which there are miserable failures
inthe pulpit as well as in other avocations
of lite.

Granted now that a man has the neces-
sary qulifications, letus enquire :—

I1. W bat is the object whieh he must
have in view?

Cowper has well said :—
¢ Would 1 deseribe & preacher such as Paul
Were e on earth would hear, approve, and own,
Paul should himseif divect me, 1 would trace
His master-strokes and «draw from his design.”

Let Paul then direct ws. What was
the object which he bad in view? Let
his own words answer the question. To
the Romans he says, ** Brethren, my
heart's desire and prayer to God for
Israel isthat they might be saved.” In
his epistle to the Colossians he says
« Christ, whom we preach, wurning
every man, and teaching every man that
we may present every man peviect in
Christ Jesus.” Paul's object was two
fold—to win souls for Christ, and tolead
to higher degrees of spiritual attainment
those who were already in the faith. In
carrying out his purpose he divested him-



