
248 THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. SEPTEMBER

able performers, the theatre would be regener-
ated. It is a lamenîtable fact, that tlhîs lias proved
to be au " iridescent dreami." TIhe experimnt
lias tiot, proved successful win fairly atternpted.

he theatre manager is riot a professional
pli ilantliropist ; lie " runs " blis business siniply
anîd soieiy ta inake nioney. flc produces whait
pays best; and if lie cati spice liis evening enter-
tainmeuts wvith a plot that turns on sine sort
of sexuial depravity, or burlesque of evzti-g-elical
reig-ionî, or a shineless exp)osuire of plhysical
beauty, the tenîptation to fil! his cotrers is too
strong to be resisted. The liientious stage and
tlic Sablbatli-bre.tkiin press are bath eonducted
for iilthy lucre; and tlie Christian wlio contri-
butes to tlie support o! cither or of both is re-
sponsible for the spiritual mnisdhiief that, tliey
wvork.

A Chiristian îieeds recreatioti as inucli as any
oie else; but tliat recreation only is fit for a truc
Chiristian w'hichi mak-eCs the body lieaithier, thc
mmnd clearer ani the iimniiortal powers miore
vigorous. Whatevcr endangers self-puritv and,
lifflines cvii passions i-, a sinful atmusenment.
Wlierever a serv'ant of t'arist cannot take blis
Master witli ixu, lie lias no riglit ta go; mlier-
ever lic cannot zask, a bles-sittg oit bis pleasures,
lie lias no business to be. Let Iititu trýv titis
simtple test on the average thientre, antd lie wvill
find Qhuit the outside of the play biouse is tce
riglit side. Tlhere are certaiiy eniougli ittiioccuit
and Nvholcsoînc recreations without venturing
upon one o! doubtful morality-inucl ess uapan
on1e which lias Nvrougbt spiritual sitipwvreck
upan thousands of souls. If the tiîeatrc lias not
helped nîany towrard becaven, it lias assurediy
been to mîultitudes, especialiy of the young, a
gatcway ta perditioti.

Jesus Christ conmmands lus followers to 1'corne
out and be separate." lIc rcw a. sharp, uistinet
dividing Une betwecn thc "walking in the
Spirit" and fulfilling the Iusts of te fiesh-be-
tw-een the pleasures of sin and thc picasures of
a dlean lbcart anid a useful lite. There is a tenid-
ency in tliese self-lindulgenit days to reduce tliis
Ene to a -mere chalk mark easily rubbed out!
AInd wlhcn tltat dividig line is cîîtireiy effaced,'
theni the nominal Cliristian aîd thc people of thc
Nvorld cai (lance together ili thc saine bail rooti,
sit together around the saine <lecanters of %ville,
and occupy adjoiiiing boxes ini the saine tiieattrc-!
1-Io%- long will it tik-e for suel a Cliristiatuity to
coîîvcrt this i-ai-Id to tlic service of God?

Broozklyn, )ý Y.

A STRANGE COMPACT.

NEday tivo coliege classniates were talking
jokixîgly about deatli and tce inevitable

tombstoae inscriptions tîtat tlicy tîtouglît too
otteu nîisrepreserut character. Tlîey considlered
themnselvcs quite tlîe equals ii good, marais o!'
tIc best men Nitlî wliorn tlicy -%cre acquainted,
and as deserring o! lauedntory epit.-phs as tic

silent nien wliosc virtues iii 111e are proclaiîned
in our graveyards.

" 1 ata wvilliiig to statnd by any thiîîg 1 say or
do iii titis life, aud, liereafter, as wvell," said the
youziger o! the two. "I1 amt sure I ain as good
as tlie average mîatn, tosay tie ieast."

"That, I tliiik, is beyond, dispute," aiîswered
luis frieîîd. " Our liv'es anîd %'ords'shiow wliat,
we are to-day. he future wvill aiso show wvhîat;
we arc thiiei. But I've been tliikiipg wh1ile wce
liave beeti laughuîîg. aud, aiti itîciiîîed to make a
suggestion. IL is titis: suppose we ituake aut
agreetienit-tîtazt is, if you are wiiliîîg ta stanîd
by your worîs-tlîat iL is aur wislî titat lie last
senîtenîce xe titter iii life shail be the epitaplis to
lue lilaced upoît our toîtibstoîtet."

"Ag1-recîl 1!" eried tlie otiier, liastiiy anîd almost
wVitliut thiouglit, and they at otice drew up their
agreemnent iii'legal styVle.

Years passed. lThe tu'o drifted apart. Tlîcir
straîige cottpact lost its sigtîihcaiiee, aîîd wvas
aliîîost forgotteu.

Onte dayx the eier o! tlîe two took- up a pa per
and, read U1ie ainounceit of the deatlî of i -lis
frieîid. Tlien lie retieîîibered lite contract. He
foutîd tIe agrceîuîent, put ir, itîto bis pocket. and
took the uîext train for tic place o! lus frietîds
deatu.

lie fouttd tîtat the dead, man bnd been a
widoNver for some vears. The visitor 'vas cordi-
aly reccived at tlie homse of inunuiîg by an
oniy chuld, a son jîîst growing iiîto tnanîlood.

"Do y!ou kiio' wviat yoîîr fatlîcr's last words
were ~" as he Uic îîecaier.
"No,' sir;- lie died, suddeîîly o! apoplcxyV, in luis

store."
Tu)e friend went to tic store. Tlîere lie put

tue saine questiont. An etnbarrassed silence
answered, liiiuî. 1-le iîîsisted oti a reply, statiîîg
tîtat lie luadl "ood reasotîs for muakiitg ie request..
Tuie lienîd cÎcrk tMien took iiiîi apart aîîd ex-
plained :

'4Your !rietud dlied. in luis office ina fit o! anger.
H-e was uîîfortutuately giveîî ta violetil attacks of
teruper, aîîd 1 suppose au tis titte it va-s tue
rush of biood ta tIe îcad tiat carricd Itini afl.
He liad just received a letter, statiîig that a eus-
totuer luad failed who wvas owitîg us a large bill.
Tliis miade lujîti fuirions, and lie began to cuime.
1 itesitate to repeat tliettu, sir, but if you feul thaS
you muust, iîusist upoti it, ]lis liast words were--

Thc wliite-liaired moniu wbispercd a blaspiient-
ous senteice inti e slocked cars of luis listeni'r.
To )lave eiugraved ir upati a t-omlistone woul
haIve bLastedf te <lead ttiatt's natine wit.l absoitite
disiionior.

Verýy greatly muoved, the visitor took the agree-
ment froin liks îocket, and witiî treni(inig fitigers
tore it iitt tiny pi.,ai ur tiieni into, itie lire.
Vxî<lt-r ditese circtutistaîîces it ivas imposc;sible for
lîim s-o carry titat declaration ta the liause o!

.011ining.
1le httriei lbis !rieîid. TMien lie wvent huomie.

'rie mtoral slioek- lie iiad received aiid tdic
tliouglits titat- foiiowed gave life a serious nienti-
ing týo Iituu. I'*.n tIi noa- took upoti it,;clf tie
office of ug It a:ssuuîcd cttroi of luis
tioiglîts,' anud cauuse l hiti resoiutcly to, set a
guard upoît itis lips.

%Xeelzs pa!ssed. Ilis seif-restraint riîuencd itîto
habit, antd took on a iîiglier imoral purpobe. Ntwi
vtcws came to Iiit o! G-of altd luis owzi relatiotîs
to m0uen. Ilis %vords ere loîîg becamne tite expres-
sion of reverent sentimenit, anmd lus cluaracier
assume(l uticonsciously tObe attitude o! siticerc,
miprîglut ltving. Cliaigd, culightmicd, puriticd,
lie lias« cntereil aIigler planec of life.

Coulci -%vords !rom thxe dying lips o! sucli a ula11
sbock the living and.bring disiionor to Uic deadi

-X.
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