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FAMINE SCENES IN INDIA.

Rev. J. Fraser Campbell, DUD., our mis-
sionary at Rutlam, writes:

"The distress is Increasing and must in-
crease. «Yesterday on my way homo froni
our morning service I met a stream of mis-
erable creatures, and flnaily the extreme
emaciation of one littie tot broughit me to a
stand. Immedlately I was surrounded, bis
tather showed me that another who, was
being carried In a basket was still worse,
and other people had their own miseries
to show. 1 had tliem corne to the bouse,
began with milk and hot water for the
children and had food prepared for ail.
About forty were ted, and among tbem was
a partIcularly emaciated maxi whe was re-
cognIzed as having been here before with
a brother, is wife and child, but now be
was alone-the rest had died, lie said.

"Thils morning about 6 o'clock when 1 was
dresging 1 heard a nman's voice crying; the
sotind came trom waste grouind near our
house, and I sent a mani to enquire. The
word came baec that the man's child had
died. Later I found that it was the one
who was ln the basket;, It proved that It
was stili alive, though lni the cold of the
early morning it had seemed to die. The
parents 'with tears besought me to take thxe
children and bring them tit. 1 did what
1 suppose yen would have clone-arranged
to talce the mother and three chlldren mean-
while and give the mani soine wor'!. But
It Is probably too late to save ail of the
eildren.

"Mean'while word came thnt the carrion
birds were at the corpse of a boy ln an-
other part of the sanie grouind."

Dr. Margaret McKellar, our rnedicai mis-
sionary lni Neemuch, ln a letter et Feb. 12,
Just recelved, says:

"For over 100 years there lbas not been a
like <istrcss. conscquently last September
the poor people in iess favoured districts
began fiocking Into Central India, feeling
sure that bere they would get food and
fodder, but alas! they were doomed te dis-
appointment. It has been wltb great dit-
flculty that those la authority have driven
back outsiders to their respective states te
be provided for by their own Rajahs.

"lIt was whle these streams of people
were passlng to anid fr0 that we started
ln a small way to gîve food. From Sep-
tember Ilth to December 3lst we gave bread
or grain to 55,912 souls. At first, we gatiî-
ered them on our own compotind and were
abie to tell them of the "Bread ôf Lite," as
weii as give them the bread that perish-
eth. The congregatlng of them together ln
this way was dlscoutlnued by erder ef the
Commaning Officer, for fear of bringlng ln-
fectieus diseases se near the British sol-
diers.

"Since January lst I have been glvlng
bread and boiled peas from my cart, go-
Ing to and comlng from xny dispensarles

to those on the ronds, and lu tîxis way about
8,000 more have received a littie.

"It Is sad to seu men, women and chil-
dren wlnnowing thxe dust of the streets and
folioîving the heavy-laden carts of wheat,
ln the hope of pickilnz ut> a few grains tc,
eat; sadder stili te see them breaklng up
exerement on the rond for particles of' un-
ligested food, -whlch they greediiy deveur.
In the villages round about many are grind-
Ing down the barks of corzain trees te mix
wlth tlhe-flour te make their bread and then
only get one meai every second or third
day.

"Whien thotisands are on the miarch, many
a mother with her new-born babe found
sheiter ln one et our "mangers" and was
ted and cared for until she was strong
enougli te continue lier Jeurney wlth hier
people.

"Sonxe 200 souls have been takeon lni by
our mission ln Neemucli. 0f that number
severai are chidren forsakexi by their par-
ents ln the Bazaar streets or eut lni the flelds,
who were pleked up by policemen or some
of our workers and brought te the orphaxi-
age. where thev are tenderly cared for by
the big girls, whe were saved froni the fam-
ine ef three years age. Others were brought
by their parents. The number miglit have
been double or treble what It Is had we
been îvilling te buy the chlldren hrougbt
te us for sale. Is it net sad that the Dangs
eftinger se stifle tender parental feelings
that for a "«mess of pottage" they are will-
Ing te sel] what should be dearir than lte
te, them? Net a few have been feund bY
wells "sick and helpless and ready to, die."

"Saturday as I was coming home frein
my city dispensary I tound a woman Iylng
by a well and saw that sIe was tee weak
toecorne for the fooe'. se 1 went te ber, but
l)efore she would touceh the fooO' she pleadedl
for a drik et water. There Is ne tellIng
liow long she may have been there, wlthin
two or three yards efthfie weli and scores
coming and geing fer water but nao onie
gave ber te drink. I had only boiled grainieft, as I had giv,;n ail the bread away,
whieh when she tasted, slie asked tor bread.
I said If she would stay where she was that
T w'otild go and bring hier some bread, cleth-
Jng, and ail thnt was nercsairy. An heur
inter Mi1ss Campbll and 1 returned In the
moonliglit, with a bottle et milk, bread, a
warm blanket. and a bullock cart for lier.

"In Jlie meantime she had dragged her-
self away te the verandah et an empty
boeuse where she had been sleeping for some
time with lier only cblld a brigbt-eyed bey
et 8 or 9. Both were trylng te warm tbem-
selves ever a lire et sweepings. She was tee
far gene to taste the bread anid mulk we
had brought for ber se, the boy got tliem.

"We get them Inte tbe cart, anid, as we
were ready te start, the bystanders said
there was axiother woman and ber cbild.
Sure enough, lying without any ceverlng,
was the mother. with ber daugliter lni a
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