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rnernory with the eontents, of t>uxt-books ini order to, the passing
of an examinatioù, regardle.4s of 4rue mental cultiu'e or perma-,
nancy of acquiicerent.

The effeot upon the pupils is equally pz- iieious-they corne to
look upon the passing of au examination as the chief end of their
achool work, ani, ais one sham leada to another, the means by
wh,,,ch the eud le attaîned& are not always honestly chosen.

The fault 1--re i8 not in the system of sehools, as such, nor in
the examinationfi for promotion, as such, but in the nialadminis-
tration of the systern and in the misuse of the examinaticn.
Other evilsj are the natural outgrowth of thîs3 one. As cramming
has taken the place of teaching, the rnassing of large numbtrs of
pupils into -ingle c~lasses, in order that they rnay be the more
conveniently crarmm. 1, is only too natural. Close upon the
heels of this cornes, not less naturally, a resort to, tliat l' brargon of
cramming processes, the concert conning and recitation of les-
sons-the modei-a school-room abomination, when carried Vo
excess.

As a matter of fact, study, in any proper sense, has almost
entirely dîsappeared frorn many a school-room. The oppo±'tunity
for downright individual study la almost wholly lost, and in the
place of a suitable alternation of study and r-eeitation, has corne
an almost continuons eXercise that lu a sort of hybrid-neither
study proper, nor recitation propet-that goes on frow. nlorning
tili ev-eni> * varied only by change from one subject to another.
lIt seems to me that this brings iw very near Vo the root of the
avil, which 'is voiced ln the complaint that our pupils do flot
know how to study, and have not been trained to thlnk.

lIn ny judgrnent, therefore, the first step ln the direction of
reforrn is to rernand the examination to its legitirnate use8-the
classification of pupils for the purpobes of instruction-and
enabling the superintendent Vo discover and tx, remedy faults in
znethods of teachirg-giving due cons3ideration to tho judgment
of the teachers in the former, and recognizir-g the other factors
that enter into the work of the successful teachers in the latter.

When teachers corne Vo bc relieved of the inc'rbus that the
exarnination too often is, rnany of thern-all that are Lrue teachers
or capable of becoming suc..-will return Vo (if they have aban-
doned them) or adopt (if they have neyer used thurn) more
rational, methods of teaching.


