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if it hias beei Ille cause of ai those centuries of persecution wvith
whichi they hiave been -afflictcd, lias also beeî thle secret of their
national strengîli, lias broughit tlxeni untold consolation iii their
rniscrics, and lias been th.e sourcc of thait national grandeur, the
like of wvhi li no other nation cati boast.

Thoughi it i.s thcir unfaltering, allegiance to the chair of Peter,
that they have heen stretchied out on the cross of a pcrsecution,
perhaps UIl bittcrest and niost tunrelenting tuit UIl wvorld lias
ever behield, yet tliey have nleyer fa-ltercd in Ilicir loyailty, t0 dhe
Head of thie Cliurcli; they hiave never w"eakencd in thecir child:
likelov'e for himi, and thiey have never ceascd to regard that tie
wvhichi binds tlîemi 10 Ronie, as one that w~ill never be severed, even
thio' it sliould '-ost thieni thecir csisteiicc to inaintain it intact.

l3cing a people of ighli ideals, a people [liat have alw'ays placed
the spiritual above the niaterial, a people filcd %vitli the dccpest
revcrence for religion and everything conncctcd wvilli it, onle of
thîeir greatest charactcristics lias beeni thieir devotioîi, and fidelity
to tlîcir priesîs ;and bislîops, and cspecially to limi, %vlio, ini Ilhe
place of Christ H-imisclf, guides the dcstiny of our Hioly, Moilier
Ch urcli.

And so it is that to-day, wvhen the Sovereign Pontiff, Pius X,
rlnds hiiniself beset on ail sides by eneniies, liiîds cvcnl Ilose !0
wlîoîi the liIoly sec lias sîioiî tlhe utniost coîîsideratioiî, solicitude
anîd teiiderness, rising up and despoiling thîe cliturcli o! lier pro-
perties and lier riglits,-poor, (leStitte, persecuited Ireland, sends
nmessage aftcr message, to Ille Prisonier of Il Vaitie a as protest
againsqt thie rutiless injustice anîd slîaieless indigîîitics tulai aire
bcing perpetrated against hinî, and as a miark of Ille synîpathy thiat
tliey' bear hini iii bhe struggle thlat lie is so nohly niaiîîtaining, on
belînîf o! thie sacrcd charge coîifided to lîîmi.

Ircland, I believe, is Ille o11]Y nation, thie public represcîîbatives
o! whose people hîavec spokcui holdly theïr indignation against tlie
o.utrageous violation of.tlic solenin compact tlleî cxiscçi bictîwecîi
Ronme anid France, and have g-iveni Io Il Sovercign Ponîliff ii
pledge o! wlvhatcver support ut us wvîthinî tlicir power to offer hiini.

Tlirotughiout tlle leigth and breadt1î of Ic land, Ille people
lhave spoken by the moubhs of ilîcir local counicils ini no unc.2rtain
toile, and have givci thie -world to uuîderstaîid tliat if IreLand pos-
sessed lier national independance, Ronie need have uîo (car wvhîat-
ever, tlîat an)' attack would evci, be miade up.on iber witbi impunlity
b' thie inmplacable eneries o! religionî.
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