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There le a pretty story told about a
painter who, when asked what he mixed
with bis colours repiied, " brains sir."

Now don't spoli the littie story and
ininify Its moral by asking questions. Wé
don't know where that painter llved, or
when, or whether he iived at ail. There
may neyer have been any sucb painter. If
there ever wae any such painter he may
neyer have been asked any such question.
If asked that question lie may neyer have
xiven that reply. A good standing mile
for social Ille Ie neyer to spoil a story or
a joke by asking questions. A man that
deliberately spoile a joke by asking un-
neceseary queetions,when bis f irst and only
dnty là to put hie laugli in at the proper
time and place, is an enemy of society and
should be treated as sncb.

Whether the aforesaid reply was ever
given by any painter or not it le juet the
kind of reply that a sensible painter iglit
have given. The other (lay we heard of
a worthy minister wbo expounded a por-
tion of Scriptnre without closely examin-
ing the text. A friend cailed his attention
to the tact that the Apostie did not say
what our frlend had eioquentiy expounded
and enforced. The reply was conclusive
and covered the whole ground. .It was
thîs: "The Apostie might have said It."
Of course lie might. Any ordlnary
echolar may explain what a sacred writer
does say but that le plain every day work.
To explain wbat a wrlter might have
sald le a perfect triumph of exegesis.'

Judging from evidence that le accum-
ulating ln every direction the time bas
corne ln Canada when every man who
wants ta get three good meais a day and
wear good, clothes muet put more brames
Inta bie work. Hîtherto Canada, especial-
ly Ontario, bas been a 'comparatlvely easy
country to eucceed In. In many Uines
there was littie or no competition. One
or two doctors every twenty or tbirty
miles didn't need elther great knowledge
or great brain power and sometimes they
hadn't either.' The settlers bad ta send
for them or go to them and many a good
settier dld suifer excruciatingly because
there wae no doctor near. Two or three
lawyers ln a new country, fairly well set-
tled, didn't need any brames to buiid up a
large practice. The people had to go to
theni because there was nobody else to go
to. If a man had the only store ln a new
township, he did not need to put any
brames into bis business. Ail he needed to
do was 'mark bis goode high enaugh, give
hie customers long credit, take a mortgage
wlth hlgh intereet and f lnally take bie eus-
tomer's farm. Those were the palmy days
for storekeepers. A cross roads store-
keeper In thoise early days was as great
a man as Sir John Thompeon. Many a
man made money selling goode In those
early tMmes that conld not make bis sait
ln these days of keen competîtion.

The only carpenter, or shoemaker, or

was a better ail round man. If be came
from 8cotland he waé pretty sure to be à
good ciassical i4cbolar. If from Ireland
lie was likely to lie foqq of good speeches,
llvely discussions and llterary thinge in
gener4il i pthei' case 4e WaoleçA1

a strong. manly, independent man wbo
didn't mun after calîs, or hanker for cîties,
or play second f Iddlc ta anybody. Hlie
motta seemed ta lie, " Whereever Me-
Gregor site Is the lead o! the table." If
more brames are needcd In the Presbyterian
pulpit now than were needed f ltty years
ago we fear the need le not being suppiied.

The cali for brames, bowever, le londer
and more urgent lu the farming line than
lu any other. Natur-e made aur soil so
ricli that lu the early days anybody couid
farm. Muscle and energy wvere needed ta
clear the laud but when it was cleared yon
needed ta do nothing mare than tiekie it
a littie witb a drag ta make It grow f orty
bushels an acre. Iu same sectIons wbeat
crops cauld bie grown ou the same saîl
many years lu succession. Many an early
settler juet bumut the stulible and put ln
anather erap. Some a! the Manitoba
farmers are said ta, harrow lu a second
crop naw without even bumning the stuli-
bie. Tbat kind o! farming le over lu On-
tario. Iu fact farming successfuiiy bas lie-
corne a mast dîfflenît business. It le
doubtful if ever the maet skilfully mauaged
farm eau be made ta pay at the present
time. Farmers are having a, bard time
and Iitali e hoped that before long their
business wilI brigliten up. One tbing,
however, le clear. The da7 when any-
body can tarm lu Ontario le past, neyer
again to returu.

Sbould we camplaiu because mare
brames are needed and are warking lu ai-
rnost every Uîne? Not by auy means. The
mare brames eacb warker bas the better
for every persan wbo bas ta use the wark.
Ccqmpetitlon witbmu reasouable limite le a
gaod tbing. Noue of us le ln- danger o!
daing aur wark too well. W'e eau easily
get absolution for being perfect if we
ever become perfect lu duty.' As the
country grows aider better work Io de-
mauded lu every hune, and with the single
exception o! farming we believe better
work meete witb mare liberal remunera-
tian. Wlat more eouid we want.

REVIVALS, THEIR IMPORTANCE
AND ABUSES.

BY REV. JOHN J. CAMERON, M. A.

THE IMPORTANCE 0F REVIVALS.
The great purpase for whicb Christ

founded Hie Churcli was to save men
from thc penalty and power o! sîn, and
mest lu proportion as she bas accamplished
thîs abject las she futlt illed the end for
wblcl she existe. In the accounpIishment
o! thîs abject meane are ta lie emplayed,
and the more efficient the meaus the more
eatisfactory and fruitful tbe resulte.
"And," writes the apastie, "Hc gave
same aposties and some prapliets and some
evangelilts, and same pastars and teach-
ers, for the perfectlng a! the saints, for
thc work ai thc mluistry,tor the edifylng
o! the body o! Christ." Prom. thls it
foliowe, that whatever aide us lu accom-
plishing this abject muet lie regarded as
vitally important. It ls for thie reasan
that revivais lu the truc sense of the
word, lave au Importance proportioncd
ta tbe exteut ta whlcb they bave been suc-
cesul as a means o! attaining thîs end.
It will lie found that those who doulit or
depny beImoracea!reivl-affctr

etreame breakiug lbase !rom 'their
icy fettejs, b9unq4 #onfi t4elr a-

custo.med channele, the fiawere untoid
the grass spronts,and verdure and beauty
clothe the plain,-there Io a revival of na-
ture. Or a persan, we will suppose, talle
luto the water and le taken ont in an un-
consciaùs state, lîfe appears extinet, but
by a procees o! friction ta whlch lie le
subjected, le -cames ta, signe o! life
appear, the unugs begîn ta breathe, thc
eyee open, thc limbe mnove-life Is revived.
Sa, lu the spiritual ephere. A ehurcb may
relapse luta a tate resembling aur earth,
as It lies cangealed beueatb the snowe o!
wiuter. or a body whieb bas lost con-
sciounees, Its spiritual lite le cold, slng-
gish, apparently dead, taith is wcak, lave,
cold; hope, dim; spiritual fruit le difficuit
ta fimd. Now wheu a revival takes place
lu sncb a congregation, it le like the re-
turu o! bright, balmy sprlng atter a long
and dreary 'wiuter, the languisbing lite o!
the dhurcI becomes active, faith becomes
stroug, hop e briglit, love warm, joy full;
the fruits of the spirit are brought forth
lu abundance, there le hearty ca-aperation
among Its members lu every good work
and every departrnent of the Church wark
tbrobs and tînilîs witl aehappler and
heaithier lIte. Against revivals as tIns
de! mcd and illustratcd, no persan weÀ
tbink, eau have auy objecti.on. They are
lu harmany witb principles or laws which
permeate and gaveru ahl other ephereo!
activity. We bave revivals in trade, whcn
business le brlsk and unusual activity pre-
vails lu commercial circles, revivals lu cdu-
cation wlen a thirst for knowlcdge' le
created, wheu the mental faculties are
quickened, wlcn books are read and stud-
led wlth avidlty and questions of public
intereet diecused, and so, we bave reviv-
als lu religion wheu a relilh for spiritual
tblngs bas been indnced, tIc services of tIc
sanctuary marc tully enjoyed, and the
fruits a! the spirit more abundantly
brought forth. The importance o! re-
vivais lu this sense a! the word, wIll
more fully appear tram anc or two con-
siderations. Firt : That thcy are accom-
panied by the presence of the Holy Spirit
In larger measure than on ardinary occa-
sions. Wchive now, it wlll be admlttcd,
under a spiritual diepensation, Christ le
present lu evcry Churcî, lu every beilever,
by Hie Spirit. Every sinner, wlcn le, by
living faitb accepte Christ. as a Saviour,
receives thie Spirit. He le a "leoly Ghost
Christian" tram the very first. But, at
f irst he possesses and eujoys the Spirit
usually in a very lmpertcct measure, bath
as regards knowledge o! the truth and at-
tainments ln grace, Now, lu times o! re-
vival, an autpouring o! the Spirit lsecx-
pcnlenccd. The Spirit whlch was always
present lu thein, le passessed and en-
joyed lu larger measure. His preseuce
is more sensibly and pawertuily felt.
It was so lu the eariy Churcî lu
that remarkable outpouring a! the Spirit
whiich took place oùi the day o! Pcntecost.
On that occasion we read, the disciples
werp '"ah tillcd"l with thc Holy Spirit lu
perfect measure, but that they posessed
and eujoyed Hie presence lu a iarger,more
sensible measure than before, as evidcnced
by the effecte wbich followed their minde
being more fully enligbtened, their bearte
being !ired witb warmer love and their
tangues loosed " ta speak o! the wonder-
fui work ai God,"1 and as then, S4o naw,

Ilever's ife, varylng lu degree, accordlng
ta île diligence lu tIe :umeai the means of
grace lice ejoïrs, buit as there are oeaeop
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are rcpeiied by the extreme measUrOýi'
employed. Tlere le a mode of eat-ching i
sometîmes practlsed, whldh fily IIlustr8tA1'1
thîs truth. Dynamite le sunk ln
waters which the fil frequent, and the
explodes wlth deafenlng noise. The res'
le that some f lel are kllled and ag,
but a serions objection ta thie modfl 7
t lehing le that rnany ot4lere* 4re frlgh
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wben, beneath warm sunlight and copil8j
showers, thc grass and grain, and fIowàet
and fruit, exhibit unusual vIgour and-
growtb and a more abundant harveet me',
wards the husbandman's toil and rejolc5e
lis heart, 80 lu the spiritual ephere, a
there times, when by the more faithfl-
use of the means enjoyed, the fru its of the
Spirît are unusuaily abundant. Not oull,
are sinners converted from the error,
of their way, but believere are built up l10
their moet boly faith, their hearte becofluS
fitter habitations for the Splrit's ludweli'
ing and their lives more adorned wltl tbo:
manful virtues and attractives graCef-
whicb are the fiower and fruit of a IIling1
faitb, tbere le a warmer appreciation 01)j
the services of the sanctuary, a keenet.Ï
rell for the study o! God's word and'.
works,more comprebeusive viewe of trutli.,1
a clearer sense ô! our duty to God, to oUr'
neiglibour and aurselves, and a beartiet
performance o! the same, a deeper lutert
est in the missionary and benevolent oper'
ations a! the Cburcb, and in every move*
ment which aime at the elevatian and 58.1
vation o! men. The pryaer meeting anid
Sabbath scboal at sncb tMmes are better
attended and more warmiy supported, thO'
contributions ta the varions sebemes Of
the Clurcli are larger and more liberal
and every member of the Churcb and everl
department o! the Cburc 'h-work, feels CO,
reviving, refresbing Influence. But not
oniy does the Churcb feel the benefit Of
such revival, but directly or ludirectly, to'
a greater or lese extent, the whole coifl*
munity le bleet. The careleses often be*
corne eerious, the daubting are confirmed,
the backsiider restored, the eceptical col-
viuced,tbe vicions reformed, andý the sil-
neu- converted. The effecteivililibe seenl,
flot merely ln the profession, but In tCe
practice, in the daily walk and work lui
making men better, manler, more exen0-
plary ln ail tbe relationehipe o! life, 00
that the tradesman dae more hohest
work, thc merchant gives juster weiglt,'
the farmer selle a better article, the etu-
ployer becames a kinder, more sympWB
thetie master, and the empioyee a more
cOnscientious workman, the moral toue
of onr commercial and luduetriai lite 10
elevated, and the difficulties whlcb beset
the labour problem of to-day, and wîlcli
are assu-ming s0 threatening an aspect
fimd an easy solution. These are the et-
fects which flow f rom a genuine revlv8i'
and did these effecte alwaye flow, the ofr',
jectionvs sometîmes urged againet tbeW .'
would disappear, but unfortunately thBO5
effecte do not always appear, or appest

in sncb emaîl measre,tlat some have beeS
led to disparage ail revivals as fraught'.
with resulte caiculated to Injure rather
than benefit the cause o! Christ, and thl0'leads ns ta the second part o! aur subjCt

THE ABUSES 0F REVIVALS.

The very best things bave been abuse'1 '
and revivais have proven no exceptlOO-
These abuses praceed most often, from
taise view as ta the object o! revival0 -
There are some who speak and act ais f
the aim ai a revival wae to excie thO
feelings, ta arouse the emotians, and thi'-


