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THE MISSIONARY WGRLD.

THE GOSPEL AFLOAT.

From the Nineteenth Annual Report of the McAll Mis-
ston we append a {ew statements which will interest all who
are watching the new developments of this work. The mis-
sionary boat on the Seine has found the door open wider
than ever in France. This was a new experiment in the
heart of the vast city. Moored at the well-known Pont de la
Concorde, it was wonderful to descend into the cabinon a
summer afternoon, and find everything orderly as in a regular
place of worship, and hear ths hearty singing, and mark
the reverent attention pervading the crowded assembly, com-
posed chiefly of men ; then, so soon as one meeting was
ended, to see a new audience eagerly rushing in and filling
the cabin a second, third, and even fourth time. What a
resistless evidence of a widespread desire to listen to the Gos-
pel message ! The gross attendance, during the seven
weeks, was 23500, compnsing all classes of soctety, and
many, evidently, heanng the Gospe! for the first time in their
lhives.

By a vesse! permaneatiy connected with our work the
Gospel could be conveyed not only to the cities and towns,
but to a multitude of remote places where, as yet, its glad
sound is never heard.

Every year brings new proofs that, so long as the
workers, whether for young or oldg keep strictly to the faith-
fu} declaration of the Gospel, and the direct effort to win
souls to Christ, the people will never grow weary of listening
to them. Our special work dunng the “ Exposition Univer-
selle  evidenced this anew ; each of our two temporary halls
at the gates has ceased to be temporary. In each a little
permanent congregation of residents remained after the
Exposition had closed. We re.enterd the large salle of
Avenue Rapp with the New VYear, the influx of these new
comers having rendered the neighbouring one of Avenue
Bosquet too small, while the hittle room at the Trocadéro has
beenretained. In both we have the joy of recognizing a cer-
tain number of true converts.

Another striking indication that the present is a peculiarly
favourable time for Gospe! work here is found in the fact that
in two of our central halls in Paris—those of Rue Royale
and Toulevard Bonne Nouvelle—the gross attendance during
18¢o0 \omitting all extra meetings) exceeded that of 18S9 by
24,300, and this without any navelty of procedure or special
attempt at publicity.

Mr. M. L. Dodds has written: * Never before did this
* Salvation Navy,' as the newspapers call it, attempt to take
Paris by storm, nor dare to cast anchor und hoist flagjust below
the Pont de la Concorde. Soon, however, the curious crowd
gathered, ~vd were welcomed to the nicely fitted-up saloon.
The hours of meeting were at first from three to four and from
eight to nine. They were gradually extended, till three
meetings occupied the afternoon, the saloon emptying and
refilling each hour—hardly emptying, for often there warea
dozen or more people who did not stir, and who the long-
est distourse did not frighten away; people who seemed
rooted to the spot—both sexes. The greater number are
men-—-men of all “lasses. Oue quite young fellow satin his
place from half past two till six, and again from cight to nine,
magnetized, as it were, by what he was hearing. He was a
Cathotic, from the North, and had never been to meetings of
this sort before. Many took the thing less seriously ; they
like to whet their intellects on the discourse. ¢ These are good
things, said a young man to his compaunion, as they wemt
out, * but onetakes and leaves.’

* Anything like steadiness of attention did not, of course,
come all at once. At the first there was a great deal of com-
ing and going, sometunes a lntle staning and lavghing ; some
were amused at the fant sickly swing of the boat as other
vessels passed it. Some found the steep companion-ladder
nidiculous—-* fit for Enelish people,! they said—these Paris-
ians do not see these ladders as often as they do in England.
Snme tried 10 join in the hynius, and sang out of tune, amus-
ing the others. Some came only from curiasity, which ueing
satisfied, they retired, never to return. Ia short, the meet-
ings on the boat began exacily as those first meetirzs in
1572 began. If any one wanted to stand again, in imagin-
ation, at the cradie of the mission, he could have seen the
same cutiosity, the same criticism, the same bewildered ques.
tions, the same falling off of wayside hearers, the same pro-
cess of selection by which others stayed, and retorned, and
histencd, and wondered, and often received life for their souls.

“The French daily papers, describing the work, gave us
lenpthy advertisements for nothing! Think of it! Adver.
tisements are expensive in France. With what gold should
we have bought a column and a halt of the Figaro?

** The French papers were talking about our Bon Messager.
Under some such litle as * Le bon Dieu sur leau’—‘'La
relipion i vailes '—* Uae chapelle flottante,’ they gave a piece
of clever and not ill natured banter, and sometimes of not
100 inaccurate description, which helped to send hundreds on
hoard. ZLe Monde Iliustre had some capital comic sketches.
The crowd pressing down *en queue’—the saloon filled with
people—the lady open-mouthed at the harmonium—the
orator keeping time with his hymo-brok—were all repre-
sented. Even the texts could be deciphered in fall in the
pictures. Le Monde made 2 mistake, however, in giving us
too many old ladies in the front seats; but that may be
passed over. -

** The Ragfpel said 1~

“*A yacht is mooted below the Ponmt de ia Concorde.
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To its masts is attached a large ensign, white, on a blue
ground, *Evangelical meetings every day, free entry.” A
fixed gangway gives access to the yacht; by a steep stair-
case we reach the cabin, transformed into a meeting hall.
“4 A dignified Eonglish lady, a hitle leather bag banging
on her arm, gives you a red book. The title is * Popular

Hymns.” Youare warned, by a notice on the cover, that the
book is not for you. Comfort yourself—you will get other
presents ! There are tracis for all tastes.” But—enough.

The speakers and players are in turn described or can-
catured. The singing and reading is carefully described,
then the address by M. Mabboux. Then it is naively
remarked, ¢ The meeting is closed with a prayer, which must
be said with the eyes shut'; for to close the eyes during
prayer strikes these people as a new and pecuhar actien.

“ The Figaro also describes the steep ladder, and the
hall, ¢ which might contain about two hundred persons. It
isa meeting hall, with a reading desk atone end ; wooden
benches arranged in order, and all around the walls are little
sentences setting forth the advantages of having to do with
God {commerce avec Dieu), such as * God 1s your refuge.”
Jesus Christ said : * Venez A moi vous tous qui étes travail:
16s et chargds et je vous soulagerarn” * The Lord is my
Shepherd,” etc. These go all along the cabin, in French and
English.’

“ One tract was given down.stawrs, and one Gospel on
deck. The tract was usually offered by a lady to each one
going out, and within its cover was placed a complete list of
the mission halls in town, so that any one could choose the
hall nearest to his place of residence if he wished to attend.
On deck a voung man offered a copy of a Gospel.  Some-
times curious but rapid conversations took place with those
going out.

“ A lady, being offered th. wospel of John, said she
would like that of Matthew too. ‘It is not here to-day,
madam, but would you like to buy a New Testament ?'

“¢p New Testament? What is it ?®

“ ¢ 11 contains all the four Gospels, and other matter.’

“s Ah I then I should like that ; is it expensive?*

“* Four sous.

** And it was bought.

“Miss B gave a tract to a lady, who stopped, and
said abruptly :—

“*Then what mast I do to get to heaven?’

¢ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. His death saves you.

“¢ Yes—but what must I do?’

“¢Just what 1 told you—believe.’

¢t And then ?’

¢ Then you must read His Word and do His will.’

¢ Do you believe in hell and purgatory? *

@ ¢ According to that, we are all condemned.’

“t\We are. Only Christ saves us.’

“s Are you saved?’

“ But a rush of people through the narrow doorway, up
the ladder, separated the two. Others had to be attended to.
Will she come back again and enquire further 2 \Who knows !

“ They get good speaking on the bateau, and they get
plain speaking, too. These Frenchmen make a noble use of
2 noble language. Some came from the country to help, as
Messrs. Mabboux, Vernier, and Sainton. When possible,
four or five took turns in the course of the afternoon. And
they rose to the occasion. The best gave their best here.
I suppose the sight of those wistful faces appealed to them,
and they ¢ stirred up theirgift.’ \Vhat the people got was the
simple Gospel, suited to their needs. Charist was exalted as
Saviour and as King of kings."”

M. ]. Sainton, who laboured very earnestiy in the meet-
ings, adds * ** The audiences were very mixed, from the con-
sequential lady and gentieman to the street urchia ; but, with
few exceptions, after the first moments of surprise, our listen-
ers were respectful, attentive, and even sympathetic. By
these meetings on the boat we have reached a new contin-
fent of sinners in the midst of our Parisian society, till then
strangess to the Gospel.  1fad this oeen the only result, the
wotk carried an had been a real success, for we should have
been carrying out the commandment of our Master, ¢ Preach
the Gospel toevery creature.”’

* Bu, besides this, we can} say that trom this time the
work of God has begun in very many hearts, a work which
the Holy $pirit will deepea unto salvation.

“QOne day a young man, with a fine open face and weil
dressed, said to me, * Far several days 1 have been without
wortk, my savings permitting me to wait and look out fora
good place. Meanwhile, I am profiting by your gond con-
ferences, whete 1 am glad to hear, in regard to religian,
things quite new to me, and which 1 desire to know more
about.' Since then 1 have seen this young man several times
at our evening wneetings. He has become one of our regular
attendants.

“ Another young man, whom I had noticed at Jdifferent
times, and who always appeared most sarious, <aid to me in
reply to a question, ‘Yes, sir, 1 bepin to understand that
what you say is the truth.’ Later on, I spoke 10 him apain
and he said, ¢ Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ. 1 want to live
according to the Gospel, and not only that,’ added he, with
as much seriousness as naive simphcity, ‘vut I wish 10
become a preacher like you.'

“ Another day 2 young man came, accompasied by some
companions, and with a mocking smile on his lips. By
deprees his expression changed.  After two or three meetings
his companions dropped off, bat he returned alone. He
always sat in the same place, and sang and listened quite
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earnestly. I asked him one day about his spiritnal state.
He could not answer, but | felt that a good work was going
on an tus heart. He told me that since coming to cur meet-
ings he has ventured into a Protestant church, and that the
simplicity and beauty of our religion had greatly impressed
him. 1 gave him the address of the hall near which he lived,
and he said to me that he would certainly atiend the meet-
ings there.

“Another time a gentleman, a merchant from the Provin-
ces, waited for me at the door. That day we had to some
extent touched on controversy on the subject of ¢ confession
of sins.” ‘It is the first time,’ said this gentleman, * that 1
have been present at your meetings, and 1 wish to tell you
with how much interest 1 have listened to you and your col-
leagues ; but,’ added he, ‘I should have hiked to see our
Cathalic priests defend their pomnts, and to know what you
would have replied to them.” *1f the priests,’ said 1 to him,
‘do not accept the Word of God as the common ground of
drscussion, we would not argue with them, for God has not
given any other foundation for our faith in the doctrines of
the truth. [f, on the contrary, they accept i, all a:scussion
is quickly settled, for not only can. they not base the teaching
of the Roman Catholic Church on the Word of God, hut they
have against them numerous and striking texts! Then fol-
lowed a most interesting conversation, which ended in the
gentleman declaring: * 1 also have had religious convictions
from my childhood. In youth 1 rejected certamn ordinances
of my Church without abandoning the farth, and I see to-day
that I am much more Protestant at heart than Catholic.’

* Unfortunately I did not think of takmg his address, and
he has probably returned to the provinces, for I have not seen
him again.”

Pastor Aubanel, of Paris, says of the missionary ship at
Fécamp: “ The meetings held at Fé-amp during August,
1890, on boan. The Herala of Mer.y, were especially note-
worthy because of the number of hearers, and the earnest
attention with which they listened 10 the fundamental truth
of the Gospel. For some days they were led by Pastor
Cresseil, of Paris, but he had to leave, to conduct the evan-
gelistic work at Trouville during the bathing season. The
committee sent me to replace him. Every day, aided by the
captamn and Mile. M , 1 hetd 2 meeting and proclaimed
a free salvation through repentance and fath in our Lord
Jesus Christ to a number of sailors and their families.

** Perfect order reigned on board during the whole time.
The mission-room was constantly full of attentive and inter-
ested hearers—often too small to hold ail who wished to
come, so that the deck also was crowded with persons eager
to hear the glad udings—which they could do, as the sky-
lights wereopen ; many also stood on the ede of theguay. On
those days it 1s estimated that as many as 230 were preseat.
The average was 18o.

A plentiful distribution of tracts and Scripture portions
was marde at the end of each meeting. New Testaments were
on sale at the low price of one penny for the small edivion.
The people were so eager to buy that the stock on board was
soon exhausted.

“When I took leave of the audience after the last meet-
ing, very many of them, with a warm shake of the hand, siid
how sorry they were that the meetings wete over, and how
much they hoped that they would he begun again in the near
future."~Rev. Dr. McAll, Parss.

YOU CAN RELY

Upon Hood's Sarsaparilla as a positive remedy for every form
of scrofula, salt theum, boils, pimples, and all other diseases
caused by impure blood. 1t eradicates every impurity and at
the same time tones and vitalizes the whole system.

Constipation, and all roubles with the digestive organs
and the hiver, arc cured by Hood's Pills. Unequalled as a
dmner pill.

DR. 7. A. SLOCUI'S

OXYGENIZED EMULSION of PURE COD LIVER
OIL, 1f you have Tighiness of the Chest—Usc it. Far sale
by all druggists. 335 cents per bottle.

CULLED FROM THE OLD YEAR.

Lewis S. Butler, Burin. Nfld., Rheumatism.

Thomas \Vasson, Sheffield, N.1., Lackjaw.

Ily. McMuallin, Chatham, Ont., Goitre.

Mrs. W, W. Johasan, Walsh, Ont., Inflammation.

James H. Bailey, Parkdale, Ont., Nevraigia.

C. 1. Lague, Sydney, C. B, La Grippe.

In every case unsolicited and authenticazed.
attest to the merits of MINARD'S LIMINENT.
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ANy subscriber sending us $5.00 fir two new names
can renew his own subscription for 1S92 for ono dollar. It
is_expected that many old friends will take advantage of this
offer. Send us §5.00 for two new names and the renewal of
your own for 1592,

_ THERE are thousands of our present subscribers who can,
without any trouble to themselves, secuie two new names,
thus cxtend the circulation of theirr favourite family journal,
and atthe same time get the above reduction for themselves.

THE gilted pen—a gift of 2 box of Esterbraok’s Falcon or
other popular pens.  The stationers have them.



