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INTERNATIONAL LF.SSONS.

LESSON XVI.

1873. -E1A1UI RSN 1 r9.-""

GOLDEN,, TiitxTr -"'Call unta me, and 1 will answcr
thee, and show thet great and tnighty things, wksich
thou knowest not.Y-Vems 3.

11051K STI'MS.

M.2 Kings. xxiii. 31.37.. Jihoahaz-Jthoskim
T. jer. xxi 1-24.........The prophcî's warning.
W. 2 Kîngs xxiv. 1-17....rusalcm taken.
Tii. jet. xxvii. 1-22..... h.vil cartivity forcialti.
F.. jet. xxii 1-17.....h false prophet rebuked.
S. ler . xxi. 1-32 ...... ... e remiah's letter.

S. t.xxii. 1-17 ......... eremiab in prison.
ILELPS TrO .STUDY.

I. TîîaMARTvi: Verse z.
At the outset of our tesson the enqjuity suggestea iuscl, wlic

was Jercmiah? andi how came lit in prison? We can only
condcnse int a few bni Icading points the interesting story
of jcreiniah's lufe. Look at the period, the prophet, tire
prisoner.

1. T/,eperid..-Iwo great poers were then contending
rot the empire of the Eat, the ancient kingdoni of Egypt,
andi the new, or, rather, revivcd, kînigdomi of Jiabylon, which
liait lateiy risen upon thetruins of Asàyria. WVc ndti thttwo
spoken of together in the eîghty.scventh Pszslni, written (si
is believeti) in Hezekiah's day, 11 %vil] Mire mention of
Rahab, (that is, Egypt,) and Baby!rn. " Two famsous con.
querors rultd these rival States, I'haroh îNtcho atîd Ntbu.
chatinezar; andi it was in thtr midje of jereîuah's nimistry
that the former wras finally de:feated by the latter at Car.
chemishs. 11cr. XlVi. 2, 13; 2 Kings xxiv. 7.)

Betwecn these two contending powers lay the little king.
dam of Judah, na longer independent, but tributary first ta
ont and then to the other. J osiah, as a vafsal of Ilabyloti,
resisted Ne-.ho'ç advancing army. and feli il bate. 'Çccho
deposeti jehoahaz, whonî the people chose out of tilt tlt
king's sons ta succced him, andi set Jchoiakims on thethirone.
jchoiakimi was avercome by Nebuchadîîezzr, who twice (if
nat thrce limes) enterti jerussalemt as a conqueror in his andi
bis sortis rcigns, andi who Lave tht kingdoms te Zetiekiab.
Zedekiah, revolteti, hoping for succor froin Egvpt, andtibis
le ta the third (or fou rth?) capture of Jeruslem b>' Ntbu.
chatineazr, and its destruction.

N'Je are accustamed ta rtgard bath Egypt andi Babylon as
the enemnies cf God's people; but througiîuur this perioti,
white Egypt is canstantly denounceti, Nebuchadnepuar is
again andi again descriheti as a divancly appointedl agent
(J er. xxv. 9; xxvii fil for the puishnîtmnt of flic nations,
J udah includeti. In Jerusalenm, howcver, there were two
parties, andi tht party that favoreti submission ta Egypt andi
war with Babylon was tht stronger, andi was at last, in a
sense, the cause of Judah's tiownfll.

2. The protkt.-In tht mitist of thesc troublons scenes
stands the impressive figure of Jerenuiah, flrm, faithful, ten-.
der.htarted-tlie "wtcpîng proehtt." Catîite hîisacreti
office young, andi shrinking ai tirai from its responsibîlîtes,

er. i,) bcentvcrtheleuswascnabled terejoice in bis mission,
Uer. xv. 16;) but front the day of jsiah's death, over whicb
be bittrly mourneti, <2 Chren. x.sXV. 25J) apposition andl
pcrsecution were bis lot; andi close after tht >oyful words
jasi quateti occlus ane ai his saddest complaints ta God,
Ujer. xv. iS.) IlWiIt thou be altogeiher unite me as a liar,
andi as waters thint fait ?" andi ont of jchovah's richest pro.
mises of unfailing succor andi deliveizace. tVerse =0)

Tht main burc..a cf jertmiah's prophecies durîng tht
twenty-two years irons Josiab's dtath te tht destruction of
j erusalkm was threciold : chiefty. denunciatieans oi tht sins
ai kings, prîtsts, andi people, in the p1Iainte-t andi most fear-
Iess lanua; but sccondirily, exhortations ta submîx ta
l3abylotn, whose supremacy for tht lime Goti ha,> ortiaieti,
as tht only way of prescrnt salety; and fusilher, promises of
future restoratian afttr tht capti rity, which hie saw must bt
tht end of tht pcoplt's obstînacy. Most vivîid are sente of
tht scenses in which he utters ilhese messages. For instance,
wk.,î -c stands in tht temple and proclaims thrns at tht risk,
oi bis li,,. (chap. 26;) -.-lin he solemnly bîtaka tht polier's
vesse) ins tht vaitey of Ilinnont in tokens of tht impending
doons oi tht nation, andi is put in tht stocks by Pashur,
<chaps. xix. andi x%. ;) whtn he writes tht roll which Jehosa.
kins tis up andi thro-ws int tIlt fisc, (chap. sxsii.;j when hc
appears lis public with chains andi yoles uspons bis neck, se.
prescnsting tht coming bondage. (Chaps. xxvii. andi xxviii)

3. Tht prùoir.-Thc irisorint ta which this lesson
reters us was just berore tht hnIoethrow of tht kingtiom,
andti s fully relateti in chaps. xxxis., xxxvii. andi xxxviii.
jeremiab was rcegartiet by tht party tIsat sitiet with Eg1ypi
as a traitor, and falsr prophets pre&ntied tuappeal iroin hins
te cehovah, Who (lbty said) would dcliver the nation iros
Bn 1yion. (Sec chap. xxviii.) His meat faithi wus shown in
bis buying bis kinsman's fieldi ai Auîathnth, (chap. xxxii.,)at
the vcry time that Nebuchadotazar %vas invcsting Jerusalemi.
But his steady counlseis ta submit ta I3abylon madet Al his
wortis and aets suspiciaus and caused his arreat. Tht whole

stary dI. bis lufe in prson, parlitutxrty bis beÂnq cast intc a
mIy dngeon, is most intercsting, and throws it striking
contrast bis own fiîhfrslnms and ledekiah's vacillation.

il. TUa MElSSAGE:. Verse$ 2-9.
Goai reinembers his suFfering, and for tht second timne

(Jet. Xxxii. 1, 3à sments ln ZmssaOe ai oft and Iope
. pwede: VIre lui j-h a tthe L otd,

tbe mxaker filrel 1 e docr tbeeof ; that lsui wbzî Ht
sa>s h po » Fmided tbat Ht 'w*G speais is one
Who doswhtH s '.Ht as th, Id who forme,
wbo eslbablisbes. or hese v-crbs lire imJpersonals.
jebovah is His nani, His coveant easI andi the pledgc
of ILs filhams FmL ut- 14, 15- CILi uuto me-

Most blesseti invitation atidresseti te aIl trooblesi andi er-
plexeti ones Ttre wvere iii anclent Rlusie offictrs cei
;Edi'rs, appointeti te licar thlt: pctitions af tht peopîle; in
îcken of svhich they Isepi their doors always epen. Se
God's portaIai rayer is ever swoiîg %vide for tis cliilslren.
t witl answer. a. lxv. 24. Got is mure importunait in
urging us te pray', tlîan we art wlîen we coete 10l ini
JîraYer:. MNait. vii. 7-il ; xxi. 22; Lutte xviii. 1- 7; Col.
IV. 2. Great and mighty, lit, difficoît things, ([sa. xlviii.)
future evelîts unkiîawn and aliiîost ineredible conctrning flic
rcsturatiiantiprlîsperit> aijudali. Anti wlîatg~reattl ticns
arm rev:aledt tu Christians concernlng tlic "city." Jubn
xiV. 26; XVi. 13; 1 Cor. ii. 14.

2. 7/se juaiçrns.nt: Verses 4, S.-Tliere is now sel forth
tht fearfai ruin af jeivisîl bîoules anti famille, tht desolation
alutii tu fail on flit enttru cary. Houses. l'lihuuses
without thtc nal:s were destroycd hy flie besietgers te iuriîisi
niatriats anti mire rom for Ilicir engincs of wal. thiese
withiî flie ivaît anti near à,. wcret employeti by thtc detesitdets
as fortifications. Moun't. Inclineri tuants leadîng up tht
walîs, andi un wiiich. tue besiegers plactd towers. Sward.
The bsse word in 2 Citron. xxxiv. 6, is transiateti "mat-
tecks, "or liainisers oseti in dltnilitioii of builinigs.

They, tire Jews, camte ta figIsI, but in vain, with ne
other rebult, but tu bet rite hiloes filet wîîh the deati
bodies cf tht sînîn; wbont lied bas slain for their wîek-
etiness. The sword of Nebochatintazr was the sword ai
Goti.

3. The Restoration: Verses 6-g.-Light breaks from be-
laînd ftit clooti. -I1 wilt brîng lb heatth anti cure: Nothing
is leu Isard for Cati. judali, diseascti, and in tht thtoes ai
dissolution, is piontîset restoration anti vigor. Out of the
ashes ai Jerusie the proîthet saw rlsîng a nsvi nation;
God-ftaring anti holy, who shuuld replenish tht ticrastattri
lanti anti rpair tht shattereti fortunes of tsrae.-Peace:
Wliîrt the ]fumait tyt saw tht thronging lents anti tht
lîowning forts anti the cinîbatlti hasts of the fû, tht
projîhet behelti flocits fectiine on tht hillsities, anti people
du.elîrg a. peace.-Captivity ai Judith: Tht landi hati
bce oLan overswept by invaders, anti atreatiy, eîgliîeen
years blore, hiait witnessed the best of ils cittns carritti
captive ta Chaldea; ant i n ler.s than a year afttrwartiflit
rmnliant ofJudah was removeti, Icaving blic coussn, waste
anti almost uniaihahîtcd. The prophet secs, as already ai
lianti, tht events fifty years in the distance, whers, by the
ilecret ai Cyrus, tht exile came to an end.-Captivity of
laraci: Tht ten tribesh lat been conquereti, ant ranspîorter!
afar int Assyria, by Shalmaneser, over a hundreti years be-
fore. In tIse reluras Israel test ils separat nationaltty, anti
became mergeti wiîh the trible o! )'utah.-Build t hem:
.As a people, though not as an intependent poules. Yet tht
sgiritual honors of tht new Israel were far hîghtr thani ai
tht olt.-I witt cleanse thens: A promise, fliot oniy of
prosperity, but aise of purification. «l'lie fires of captivity
se effectually burned oui Judatt's sins that ils aid tenuterey
to iet.-worship was forever eradicateti, anti ail ils energies
wert turneti towarti the law of God.-I writl pardon: ire.
sent purity diots not atone for tht guilt of past sins. WNe
neeti pardon; anti Goti, who is rich in mercy, promises ta
bcstow, it upen aIl who will sue humbly for His grace. Judah
caaU bc for mn .î ih te f17 glory, a naine of joy, etc.,
t>tfare att tht ;. ions. This was but part îally iullled àîn
the Restoration, tà ire iolly in thetcoming of Jesus, for which
tht Rcîorn svas thet necessary preparation; anti a still more
glorious fulfilment awaits il. Thty shail fear andi trem-
blc, with tht fear ai reverence. Ps. iî. i; Phîl. ii. 12.

.4o case o! degradation is hopelesa. jehovabthtHealcr van
cure the Most hopelesi.

Our lcsson is full of camiort for ail who are standing up
for Trutli anti RîgIsI against téle 1ude, as jeremiah was.
There is ever a tîde of public opinion concernîng religious
anti moral questions. Il tan bc fict in the school-roori, tht
niarlct. the place ci business; andi in bte churcb. l dots
neot always set in ont diretion; il ebbs anti flows. 'fhi
wcak anti wavenng go wiîh il, as titi tht king ai Judah.
Tht strong in fail ktcp a steatifait course, like Jcremtah.
%Vhcn the tide is ninning agaînst Tou, <la not ficar or falter.
IlQuit yeu lîke men; bc strong.' "Tht Trullh shall pre-
vii." The message ta the tîrophet is a message ta you;
anti bis ycu botti out, for Got i s wath you.

AfEETiNGS 0F FRESE YZER Y.

Wit1TIIy. At Duffin's Crtek, att Tuesday, 16th April,
nt Il a.î

STnAiotOR>.-In Knox Cburch, Straffordi, on Toestiay,
9th April, ai 9.3o a.sn.

llARitiF_- At Barrie, on Tuesday, 3oth April, at i i a.m.
Lot;î,oN. -In First Presbyterian Church, Londion, on

Truesday, gth July, ai 2 p.
Gtui..Lr. -In Chaimers Church, Guelph, on Tur.sday,

14th Mlay, ai 10 a.m.
GLENGARRY. -At Alexandria, on Tuesday, gth July, ai

tht usuat hour.
OrrAwA.-At Bank Street Church, Ottawa, on tht first

Toesday ai May, a, 2.3o p. n
ToRoNTo.- FirstllontiayandlTuesday oiMay, ai111 a.m.
STK ATFOR:. -In Knox Churcb, Strafford, on Tutsday,

9th April, ai 9.30 a.i
KIî'C.STOb.-.tt Picton. on Tutstisy, gth Juiy, ai bo am.
QtF.r.c-ln Marurin Cotlege, Quebte, on Toesday, î6th

]uty, at 10a.
1,-ERtiioR.-At Milbrodlc, on Toesday, 2nd July, at
Ila.ns.
Lt.%insA.-At Lndsay, on Toestisy, 301h Apiril, at 3.30

p.rn.

eUwTb elsummo lui UNKS 18 WNIS

I3IRTH.
At the manse. Spenceritît, on Mionday, tbe Sth April,

the wilc of Rer. W. J. Deyi ILA. of a dagher.

&ORS0F THE~
WAiK i lV taTlt. Faîii is a liglît wiîlil i su ies ui>l

pupuis dities, antI flot uolon reNu 1is or eveits. Itaisssnla
it ow to bie dune, Lut il ds o nutlt ub Nviint i,, lc fffisw

anti accorduîîgly it guides lis luit a sinigle %tep lat ftîinie.
Antui wlîen n e take tliat bref) ululter tilt gidanmce (if failli ute
ativmîice directly lttro a lnd of simnlows atiirkieu t.ke
tlie l'atriareii Alîraiîai te go, net kîîoiîîg svlîilhr sue go,
but oiiy tiîat Go) as sviril us--% way of living vviciî îîms>
ivett le stylesi tîtesbeti and. gliimius, hu\never înymAeîsows il
aa hue ta iiunin visionî. Iidecd, it is ficî oaîiy lieé soril

possessing, Ille truc If.Çhrn

* uI spirit of covetuuNnes'. ssliatiî lead i) t,1 auoter-valtie
anti oser- love of mîont-)yé sidî,epiudei. ti! aiîuualt. A
p~our nian iîay imaki: an idol of lis littir, just as iîuc.h as
fle rich itan itînkesb o! bis itucli. Vse lii'w Our ltesei
lflR[U's oun declaratin lion thic porcst î>erson i îîy cx-
cteti in charity andt liberality the riclitst ; cnd t ît. îs y
givisîg mîort tian tltc weatltly iii pîropsortion ta fic wîîolt
tuati s in lus possession. Se in like iîmanntr, a poor mais
may be mure eovetous Ilian a wtaltiîy mani, because lie
may luee1. bark fluai, tht treabury ut G.(o muore in ptoiffr.
lion tu has ailt than tht rith man keeps back front lias!a
E. B. g'ains.-

WVANTrS SUavPLIEiu.-A gooti man shahl have what hie
neesîs, net always whit )lit hin' s hc siedss. p>rovidlence
inietîts rte suipply of cuir necessieS, liut flot of our desiies.
lie mili satisfy our wanls, but not ort tanionness. When
a thing is flot neetiful, a man cannot îîroperly be sait to
want it ; when it ix neetiful, a gooti man slîall flot be wilhout
il. iVhat i lotr btstowved upoi ub mia) flot l'c s0 beautiful
at that lime vherein te tiesire it. for tvcr9tii ng is beautîfut
in abs season. 1le thiat titi not w.-.nt Goi> s kindness te te-
new hiss shaîl neyer wani Gotv's kîndiness ta topply himi;
his hanti shai flot lit wvanting ta give wlîere bis hecart tias
been s0 largt in working.-Charnoek.

BDE JOvi'UL IN GoD.-«Tlîat is the greai point, ta btjy
fut in Ced. Tlîere ib lic lielp for us in any creature. iWeY
are shut, tp as ptioners in tilt e1s c! thse bodies, %bich
slebar us in tihe làre.%ent fronti much real intercourbe wîth bu-
nian beings, evens tîouagh they are ort tearest frientis; but if
we have a ind te, wt tan get ever se near Gel), anti our
lîearts fillet i nth llinî. 1 usesî tu thmnk, of hecasen as far
away, but non 1 thirtk thsat ne art in fic sery niatst cf it,
only WC aie shut up b> aus btudits tilt dcath let-. us out.
Sometimies a verse in tht Bible or Daily Foodi opens op to
nie a worlid of metaning anti clears amay aIt my) aiiies. 1
begin each morning in douhte ans) fear, anti rist fron My
kncs bolti anti confident.- W. Craig.

Titi: CliiriA-is JoY.-Hlis is a modest, humble exul-
tation, a ser ious, severc joy; soîtable ta his soliti, stable
hople. His spirit is tnt pulYcti up anti swollen wiih air, it is
net big by an inlationa or a light ant innty tomer ; but ib is

relyfilleti with ef(ectuai 1îrt.aprhensions of a weighty
glry is joy actorinigiy excrîs ittîf wilh a steatiy,

lieyvigor, equally rentoveti front vain lighstness anti stu-
pidity, fruim coneitetness anti insensibientss of bis blesser]
state. Ilc forgets nat that hie ix less than tht teast of God's
mercies, but disowns net hîs tille te tht grtatest of thens.
Ht abases hînsself tut tht dust in the senst of bis own vile-
ness; but in tht admiration of Divine grate. hie rixes as
high as beaven. In has hlisîation hie affcts ta ual hum.

sef vits %verns; in lis joy antzi presse, witb ange s.
A RFDEENt I NNE - batil rathtr, as aorgiven child,

with aIl tht prospects of the future openti up unie me, wear
tht crcsvn purchaseti by the rtdeeming love of Christ, than
thant which is wom by tlit unfallen angels, betause tht
blessings of a Divine atonsement, thraugh a Divine incarna-
lion securet thebb seul in harmon ssith tht conditions o!
tht Gospel, reveals tht character ai God in a %vay impossible
t0 bc matit known la those whîe hati compliet wvirih ail that
lIse lau. demantis; ant ibtis pliace-, tht sinistr, penîitent anti
forgiven, upon a pýlatformn oi expentence anti personal reIn-
tionship ta Goti, cf a nature so peculiar andi s0 etraordim.ry
as ta îhrow all otherr %fts glitteîing never se brighîly in the
heuvenly firmament, muao comparative abscurity, contraster!
with the exceptionat brilliancy cf tIsaI stabe wbich involves
tht strange anumaly e! justîcc anti incrcy tegether, the law
suitaineti anti the siner saved. -A'cj. A'illips Brooks.

Evîs.s OF Bic.oR%.s-Of all tht deitatable evuls that dis.
gracie tht Christ ian worlti, sectansan iîigotry is certainly tht
most perniciaus-the Most te bt tireadeti. ib is fashionaible
te tieclaini agnînst tht evîls a! enîthusmasmis anti fmnatatism,
anti, iei.hals, vi &th sumc reasun , n hcem the), cxist they- art
deeply tes bc deploreti; we do flot defenti et palliate thsent.
Btut what are Itet conîpareti w-ith tht tarît, mahlignant spirit
of bigotry ? Enthusiasm bas tht glory of tht son ta kinrîle
tmp its saisis anti cloutis with beamty. Fanaîîcîsm bas thuin.
dei andI lighîtning andi metturs in sts gltomi, andiftue tempest
which iltîhreaîens may seuln bc tiis1îrsed ; but bigotry is tht
palpable obscure, tIse suit ttmperanieit of darlncs.. maxeti
witlî trivtlling tain ; ils pestilential vapors tîlast tltc lovtly
fruits of pici), anti gootinesa, wshde ail nexiuos, ai prodi-

giau thiangs crawli forfih, anti incrcase tht heorser of tIse
night.-4ncms.

IN* Goti. -Above aIl things, anti in aIl thins O My sont,
bIsou shalt rest in tht Lord! alsvay, for lie 1- insseli is thse
everlastirsg test of the saints. Grant met, O anosi swt andi
loving Jesvus, te rei in Thet above all crenaturcs, qbove ail
hecalth anti btnuty, above ail glt>ty anti banaur, above ail
power anti dignity, abovc ail knowlcdge anti subtilt, aboec
all riches ant arts, above ail joy anti glatioess, abIve alt
faune anti praisc, above alt sweetness anti comiort, above ail
hope andi promise, abort all dmst, ant desite; above ail
gifis anti prescrits that thonueanst give anti impart une us,
àbove ail mirth anti jubilce tbat tNhe anint of man tan Te.
ceive anti feel: flrîally, above angels andi archangels, anti
aboveail tht heavcnly host, above aIl visible anti invisible
things, anti above att that thon art not, Oh rny Got.-
77sornu A. Krnis.


